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CHAP 1 


Lady Brunt grieves for her two Daugh- 
ter' s /bſence, Sir Roger Sprightly 
at Words about the Girls. Sir Roger 
and his Lady upon a Viſit. Loſe their 
Way. Tokens of bad Conſcience. Ter- 
rified. Their Diſtreſs. Reach heme. 


N XXX ER Ladyſhip, upon the De- 
H X parture of her Daughters Meſ- 
H i ſenger, could not but condole 
00 the Loſs of her two Daugh- 
ters: For that ſhe greatly doubted, 
whether Sir Reger would ever (| offer 
them within his Doors again, . ſs 

VoL. II. B Matters 
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Matters ſhould, by Accident, be made 
up with her Son Joe; which Era ſhe 
feared was ſtill at a great Diſtance, if 
ever ſhe ſhould be ſo happy as to ſee 
the Day : For though ſhe could not but 
be extreamly angry at the Preference 
they had given to her Son's Family be- 
fore her own ; yet, Nature wrought in 
her on the compaſſionate Side of the 
Queſtion, till ſhe became quite melan- 
choly, for their long expected Abſence 
from her. 

As for Sir Roper, his Countenance had 
not for a long Time appeared fo placid, 
as at preſent ; even ſo far, as to be diſ- 
tinguiſhable by her Ladyſhip, from that 
he had lately worn : So that no ways 
diſputing, but his more than ordin 
Satisfaction aroſe from the Freedom he 
enjoyed, from the Incumbrance of two 
of his Children at once, ſhe could not 
but tax his Behaviour as brutiſh ; eſpe- 
cially, as at the ſame Time, he could 
not but remark the Sadneſs of her Spi- 
rit upon the Occaſion. 

She charged him with an Hardneſs of 
Heart that was unaccountable, ſhe ſaid, 
at a Time that her two dear Children 
were juſt expelled her Family; but * 
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and bis Sox JOE. 3 
ſhe ſaid, he had found ſo ready a Me- 
thod of diſpatching three of them, ſhe 
ſuppoſed ere long, he would have de- 
viſed Means for ridding his Hands of 
the reſt of them, and then he would be 

rfectly ſatisfied, when he had broke 
fer Heart into the Bargain. 

Sir Roger, notwithſtanding the T aunts 
of his Lady, went ſinging to himſclf 
about the Houſe, with ſuch an Air of 
Gaiety, as but the more excited her 
Choler againſt him ; but he, taking lit- 
tle other Notice of that, than by his 
Smiles, aſſured her, that he knew not how 
it happened, but his Heart was then as 
light, as at the Age of Fifteen ; nay, 
that he believed, nothing that could be- 
fall him would diſcompoſe it, in the 
chearful Temper he then found himſelf. 

He wiſhed from his Heart, he ſaid, 
that ſhe would ſhake off all idle Fancics 
from her Mind : For that it was the 
giving Way to, and indulging of them, 
that forced upon her ſuch a Lowncſs ot 
Spirits. Come, come, Molly, ſaid he, 
let us hang Care, and caſt Sorrow be- 
hind us. Dreſs yourſclf, and let us take 
an Airing in the Chariot. We'll call in 
upon ſomebody in our Way, and enter- 
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tain ourſelves with reaſonable Amuſe- 
int z for dreaming away your Time 
here at home, is but the Way to intro- 
duce ſome Illneſs upon you, which once 
having taken hold of you, may be dif- 
ficult enough to ſhake off again 
Her Ladyſhip taxed him with want 
of Bowels towards his Children; even 
the brute Creation, ſhe ſaid, would be- 
moan the Loſs of their young Ones; and 
much more might Mankind, who had 
Paſſions more ſtrongly to be affected by 
ic. He might behave as he pleaſed, ſhe 
ſaid, and put on a ſtupid Obduracy, 
whilſt he rioted in a mixcd Company; 
but for her Part, her Heart was too 
heavy to imbibe the leaſt Delight from 
Society at preſent. She could not think 
what it was he meant, by thruſting out 
Children, one by one, thus. As for her 
Part, might ſhe have had her Will, ſhe 
would have ordered home the two Girls 
directly; have kept them ſtriftly under 
her own Eye, and ſhe would have been 
reſponſible for any Miſchief they could 
have made in her Family; but her Ad- 
vice was of ſo little Weight in her own 
Houle, that ſhe could even wiſh to be 
well in her Grave, where ſhe might reſt 
quictly, 


) 
: 
: 
4 
' 


4 Con” - 


and his Son JOE. 5 


ietly, rather than in a Family of ſuch 

onfuſion, as hers had lately been. 

Come, come, Child, ſaid Sir Roper, 
all will go well anon; we may poſſibly 
have Matters run to our own Wills (till. 
I am only reſolved to keep up my Spi- 
rits in hopes of the beſt, and lcave all the 
reſt to Fate. I have dejected myſelf ſo 
long to no Purpoſe, that I am at length 
determined, to let Things take their 
own Courſe, and concern my ſelf no more 
about them; neither would I have you 
our Children's Folly is of their own 
ſecking, and let them only ſuffer for 
it. Time will bring all about to our 
own Wills, never fear; then dreſs, I ſay, 
and let us pay a Viſit to Lady N—p—r 
and her Son this Afternoon : The 
Sprightlineis of her Family, will diſpel 
your Vapours, and place you in t atu quo 

in. 

Her Lady ſhip, ſenſible that her Vex- 
ation would but little mend her Affairs, 
was at length brought to comply with 
her Huband; dreſt, and after Dinner, 
paid the Viſit with him that he had 
mentioned. 

Sir Roger, here alſo, preſerving an 
unuſual Flow of Spirits and Vivacity; 

B 3 her 
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with them, that before they 


6 The Hiſtory of Sir ROGER 
her Ladyſhip could not chooſe but be 


pleaſed with it; nor having been the 
leaſt Gainer by her 12 
could ſhe but „ Tent to Sir 


Roger*s Precepts ; ſo het Degrees, 
She became all Life and Vas as well 
as her Husband ; till they had both 
abandoned all their gloomy Suggeſtions, 
Which had for a long Time occupied 
their Intellects, and had given themſelves 
a Looſe to Jollity. 

Lady N—p—*s Family, was remark- 
able for Pleaſantry; which not only con- 
tributed, not alittle to winning her Lady- 
ſhip over to the ſame Turn; but ſtill 
kept up Sir Roger, to the Standard he 
had ſet out with: So that their Time ſteal- 
them inſenſibly, they had ſtay- 
long, in Hopes of the Moon home 
had driven 
three Miles, of the Seven they had to 
go, the Moon was down, and they were 
left under ſuch total Darkneſs, that the 
Coachman was at his Wits End how to get 
them home in Safety : For the Sky now 
clouding A I to a deſcend- 
ing Shower, he was entering up- 
— a Down — were to croſs, of two 
Miles in Diameter, in their Way to Sir 

Roger's ; 


ed fo 
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Roger's; the Fellow became ſo perplex- 
ed for finding the right Road, where it 
parted into ſo many Branches, as it 
there did, thar he began to be quite be- 
wildered; nor were the two Servants on 
Horſeback able to give him any regular 
Direction, though they alighted, and 
uſed every Endeavour for that Purpoſe. 

It is a certain Characteriſtic of an 
unſound Conſcience, that it ever ſeeks 
Company to repel Reflection, and avoids 
Solitarineſs ; eſpecially, conjoined to a 
Privation of all Light. 

The Servants proclaiming themſelves 
at a Stand, not knowing which Way to 
proceed, ſtruck ſuch a Terror into their 
Maſter and Lady, as is not to be de- 
ſcribed : For the Horror of the impe- 
netrable Shade ſurrounding them, bore 
no Proportion to that in Sir Roper's 
Breaſt. The dreadtul Cataſtrophe that 
he had ſo lately appointed to his Son, 
wrought ſo forcibly now upon his In- 
tellects, that he could not but eſteem 
himſelt, under ten times more deplorablc 
Circumſtances ; fo that all the forced 
Gaicty of the paſt Day, was now over- 
whelmed, by an Inundation of Confu- 
ſion and Diſtraction. Thouſands of bo- 
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dileſs Forms preſented themſelves to his 
tortur'd Fancy, as apparent before his 
Eyes. menacing him with the Laſhes of 
their Fury; whilſt not a ſingle Thought 
would recur to his E , or Deliverance. 
Her Ladyſhip, though not under the 
Preſſure of her Husband's Imaginati- 
ons, was nevertheleſs terrified almoſt to 
Death, either at the Proſpect of their 
being compelled to lye upon the Down 
all Night, or poſſibly, coming to ſome 
ſhocking Accident in their endeavouring 
to free themſelves from it. 

As ſitting ſtill where they were, would 
add no furtherance to their Purpoſe ; 
Sir Roger, (to whom his preſent Situa- 
tion, proved little more felicitous than 
Hell itſclf) called out to the Coach- 
man, to proceed at all Events, let what 
would be the Conſequence z upon which 
the Coachman ordered the Poſtillion to 
go on; but whether they were in the 
right, or in a wrong Track, neither of 
them could in the leaſt perceive, 

No ſooner was the Coach jogging 
again, than her Ladyſh'p hearing the 

Coachman mutter ſomewhat, of the 
Chance they all ſtood for their Necks 
being broke; ſcreamed out of the Win- 


dow 
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dow for him to ſtop, vowing, that if 
Miſchief was to befall her, ſhe would 
receive it where ſhe might have Liberty 
to ſtruggle for her Lite, and not pent 
up in a Box, where ſhe muſt ſubmit to 
whatever ſhould happen, without Ca- 
pacity of Reſiſtance : So that ordering 
one of the Horſemen to the Door, ſhe 
alighted. 

Sir Roger had, ſo long as he could 
hope to biaſs her by his Arguments, op- 
poſed her quitting the Chariot; but 
when he found it would be to no Pur- 
, Poſe, and that ſhe was reſolute upon 
truſting to her Feet for her Safety, ra- 
ther than be lefr alone in the Charior, 
followed her. 

Here being no Ways able even to per- 
ceive the leaſt Form of each other, they 
were in ſuch Agonies, that though they 
had ſhifted their Poſition, they had only 
exchanged one Dread for another, with- 
out the leaſt Addition ot Comfort. 

The Darkneſs was ſo intcnſe, as to 
deprive them even of the Knowledge of 
where the Coach was, which they could 
no otherwile gucſs at, than by the 
Sound, in order to free themſelves from 
the Wheels of it: So that my Lady 
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ordered the Coach before them, not 
only that they might ſteer clear of it; 
but that following it by the Ear in its 
Track, ſhould any Miſchief happen to 
that, they might avoid it. 

One of the Horſemen was ordered 
ro precede the Coach with the Saddle 
Horſes, whilſt the other, diſmounted, 
2 2 
the latter, bei upport one o 
them, on either Side of her; and in this 
Order of March they moved on, both 


ſlowly and cautiouſly, watching every 
Step they took. £ 

Long they had not proceeded in this 
Manner, before the Clouds, overcharg- 
ed with the Weight of impending Mat- 
ter, were burſt by the Penetration of 
ſuch a Flaſh of Fire through them, as 
not only terrified our Travellers immo- 
derately, but gave them a full View of 
the whole ſurrounding Hemiſphere ; nor 
had they near recovered their Amaze- 
ment, before the ſucceeding Thunder- 
clap rolling over their Heads, had again 
reduced them to almoſt lifeleſs Bodies, 
which they might have remained till this 
Day, had not a Deluge of Rain, fo im- 
petuouſly poured down upon them, as 
ro 


and bis Son JOE. 11 
to recall every Conception to its proper 


Poſt, for providing a Means to avoid it. 

They hallooed to the Coachman to 
ſtop, and beſtirred their own Legs, all 
that they durſt, to overtake him, and 
now wiſhed from their Hearts, they had 
not deſerted the Shelter of the Chariot ; 
but all to no Manner of Purpoſe : For 
neither of our Gentry had a fingle dry 
Thread about them, long before they 
recovered the Chariot again. 

There are few miſchievous Occurren- 
ces, but from whence ſomething bene- 
ficial may be extracted, upon proper 
Attention and Obſervation ; neither had 
theſe Jarring in the Elements paſſed, 
without their peculiar Advantage to our 
benighted Travellers : For during the 
ſingle Moment of the Mid-day Shine, 
iſſuing from the rial Fire, the Coach- 
man had diſcovered a diſtant Steeple, 
that had denoted to him the Rectitude 
of the Way he was in : So that now be- 
ing acquainted with his Courſe, he grew 
the bolder on his Box, and driving 
briskly on, they arrived at their Dwell- 
ing about Midnight; but fo wet, and 
jaded, that neither Maller or Lady, hav- 
ing the leaſt Stomach tor other Thing 

1 than 
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than a Dram of right Nantz, their Bed 
being made hot, and themſelves ſhifted 
trom Top to Toe, they ſtept into it. 
Never were two Creatures more 
rejoiced at any happy Turn in their Af- 
fairs, than both the Baronet and Madam, 
who but a while before had ſcarce the 
leaſt Notion remaining of further Reſt 


to either of them in this World, than in 
their Graves. 


CHAP. II. 


Sir Roger's Dream. Walks in his Sleep. 
My Lady fears bis drawn Sword. 
Flies. Accident in the Kitchen, All 
in Confuſion. Daniel robbed of all. 


Repents bis Purpoſe, Confeſſes all to 
Joe. 


HERE are People in the World, 
who through 'a Courſe of Indo- 
lence and Inactivity, are ſeldom diſpoſed 
ro that natural Refreſhment through 
Sleep, which for the moſt Part accom- 
panies Perſons under daily Employment : 
And again, there are others who from 
an over Fatigue of their Bodies and 
Limbs, are too reſtleſs to participate Ww 
the 
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the Of the latter Sort, at the 
Time I am now ſpeaking of, were our 
Travellers; ſo that not being able to 
compoſe themſelves to the Forgetfulneſs 
of their paſt Toil, they recapitulated 
the Scenes of their late Diſtreſs, alter- 
nately, recounting to each what the other 
could only conjecture from the Accident 
as moſt le, in their ſeveral Opt 
the Event of it. 

Having thus employed them for an 
Hour or two, they inſenſibly dropt, one 
after the other, into that Repoſe they 
had been ſo anxious for; and her Lady- 
ſhip, in all human Probability, might 
have maintained her Ground in the moſt 
balmy Slumber, till the next Noon, had 
nothing intervened to her Interruption ; 
but it was far from faring ſo with Sir 
Roger, whoſe wakeiul Faculties, though 
they had ſubmitted to Reſt, and were 
locked up under a loud Snoaring, had 
ſtill leſt his roving Imagination at large, 
under a total Unconfinement to his Will. 

This, now working freely, was at 
Liberty to elect its own Subject, and to 
expatiate upon it at Pleaſure; but for 
the moſt Part, a Man's laſt waketul 
Cogitation is continued on in his ſleeping 

Fancy, 
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Fancy, ſubject to ſuch Embelliſhments 
as that pleaſes to cloath it in. 

Sir Koger had purſued the Probability 
of his Son's Death, and the Manner of 
it, with the Circumſtances attending it; 
till forgetting both that and him ſelf, his 
ſleeping Imagination reſumed the Sub- 
ject, and proceeded with it till the laſt 
dying Agonies of the Man now beheld 
by him as an Enemy. At length, he 
thought, the Cauſe becoming the Sub- 
ject of an Enquiry before the Coroner's 
nqueſt, Daniel was the Perſon ſuſpect- 
ed; he further thought, that upon his 
A before them, he not having 
Fortitude ſufficient to him t h 
with an obſtinate Denial of the Fact. had 
not only confeſſed his own Agency in 
the Murder, but had impeached him as 
an Aider, Adviſer, and even a Principal, 
in the Murder itſelf. 

Sir Roger now thought he had re- 
ceived Notice of the Impeachment, and 
that a Warrant was preparing for his 
Apprehenſion; upon which Advice, 


dreading to be taken, he thought he was 
moſt expeditiouſly preparing for Flight; 
whereupon, ſtarting up, he inſtantly 
called out, Harry! Harry ! —_— me 

i 
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© Ever-in (his beſt Hunter being ſo called) 
immediately, and prepare for my in- 
© ſtant moun 

This Outcry having rouſed his Lady, 
ſhe found Sir Roger ſitting up in his Bed, 
in vaſt Agony ; when calling to him, 


and endeavouring to pluck him into the 


Bed to her again, Sir Roger ſpringing 
from her, cried out, Touch me at 


your Peril, Gentlemen; the firſt that 
© lays Hands on me is a dead Man, 
© Stand off! Villains; ſtand off! or I 
© will make my Way over your ſlaugh- 
* rer*d Bodies.“ Then flying to his Sword, 
which hung near the Chimney, he un- 
ſheathed it, and brandiſhing it over the 
Feet of the Bed, frightened her Lady- 
ſhip almoſt into Fits, expecting every 
Moment to have it through her Body; 
tor that parrying and lounging out with 
it every Way, ſhe could conceive no 
leſs, than that his Aim had been to 
murder her. 

The poor Lady, obſerving by her 
Lamp the Fury that — his Face, 
and Sir Roger himſelf now advancing a 
Step or two nearer to the Bed's Feet 
than before, crept higher and higher in 
the Bed, till at length having mounted 


upon 
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16 The Hiſtory of Sir ROGER 
upon her Legs, ſhe ſtood upright in her 
Shift upon the Bolſter, like a Statue, 
againſt the Head of the Bed, Sir Roger 
all the while crying out, Villains! op- 


* pole me not; I am reſolute to force 


* my Way. — Sir Roper ſtill fencing and 
puſhing, as he came nearer and nearer to 
the Bed's Feet, her Ladyſhip ſtood as 
mute as a Fiſh, in hopes he did not fee 
her; for by this Time ſhe perceived him 
to be walking in his Sleep: So that tho? 
ſhe trembled ready to drop, ſhe kept 
ſtill as a Mouſe, to avoid him; but wir 
Roger at length roaring out, as he made 
a violent Puſh, * There, Villain! ſaid he, 
* take the Reward of your daring ;* and 
haſtily ſtep'd up upon the Bed's Feet at 
the ſame Time. Her Ladyſhip now 
expected no leſs than the Sword through 
her Body at the next T hruſt ; when leap- 
ing from the Bed, ſhe ſcreamed out, 
Murder! and ran to the Door, to diſ- 
engage herſelt from him; but he till 
ſtorming, and following her by her Tread 


about the Chamber, ſhe was forced to 
leave the Door unopened, and run a ſe- 
cond Time about the Room tor her 
Life, but more ſoftly ſtill, that he might 
not hear where ſhe was; till after a few 

Rounds 


1 
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f 
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Rounds more, he ſtill purſuing her, the 
Servants, by her Outcries, were collect- 
ed about the Door, when gaining ſome 
little Advantage of him, ſhe turned 
back the Lock, threw open the Door, 
and away ſhe ran through a long Gallery, 
into which her Room opened, and down 
a Pair of back Stairs into the Kitchen, 
with Sir Roger at her Heels, and the 
Servants all after them; none daring to 
ſtop him for fear of the Sword, which 
he ſwung round him with all the Activity 
of a Man of five and twenty. 

The Maids were by this Time awaken- 
ed, and up ; when hearing the Mens 
Voices, they ventured down amongſt 
them, and by the Help of a Candle 
which they had lighted at their Lady's 
Lamp, and now brought down with 
them, following the Noiſe, they arrived 
Time enough to ſee their Maſter flat 
upon his Face upon the Kitchen Pave- 
ment, ſo bruiſed that he was unable to 
ſtir, his Sword lying ſome Yards from 
him, and the Men all ſtanding in dif- 
ferent Parts of the Kitchen, having fol- 
lowed him thither, but none of them 
daring to feel out in the Dark for him, 
for Fear of the Sword in their Guts. 


How- 
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| However, now they had a Light, nnd 
the Sword was diſlodged from his Gripe, 
they ventured to try to raiſe him; — 
his Spirits being loſt through the Fall he 
had had, down three or four Steps into 
the Kitchen, and the Cruſh having tho- 
roughly awakened him, his Fire was fo 
ſpent, that he was unable to ſtand ; and 
was obliged to be conducted, in his 
Mens Arms, to his Bed again; ſhewing 
an exceeding Surprize at what had hap- 


As the Men were preparing to move 
off with their Maſter, not one oz: them 
having yet beſtowed a Thought upon 
their Miſtreſs, one of the Maids begg'd 
them to ſtay till ſhe had lighted a Candle 
by theirs ; then turning behind a Screen 
that ſtood near the Fire-place, to the 
Candle-box, the poor Creature gave ſuch 
a Scream as ſurprized them all, more 
than all that had before happened ; when 
one or two of the other Maids running 
to her Relief, beheld their Miſtreſs ſunk 
down upon the Floor, and motionleſs. 

This renewed the Conſternation of the 


whole Body of them, they little doubt- 


ing but their Maſter had murdered her : 
However, as the expoſing of her in that 
Attitude 
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Attitude had been an indecent Act, the 
Wenches ſent away all the Fellows with 
their Maſter, whilſt they would remove 
their Lady, they ſaid. 

They found her as cold as Ice, by 
lying upon the Stone Pavement ſo long; 
but upon fetching down a Blanket or 
two to wrap her in, they perceived ſhe 
had ſtill Life in her. They then ſearch- 
ed for any Wound ſhe might have about 
her; but finding none, nor ſecing the 
leaſt Blood upon the Floor, they con- 
jectured ſhe muſt be only in a Fit, and 
ſo carried her into the Houſekeeper's 
Bed, where, by chafing her Body, and 
other proper Applications, they at length 
brought her to her Senſes again; but ſhe 
refuſed to be removed till Morning. 

Every one was enquiring into her Dif 
order, and by what Means they had 
found her and their Maſter in the Kitchen; 
but her Ladyſhip deſired them all to 
retire, and ordered the Houſekeeper to 
Bed to her; complaining ſhe was ſo ex- 
travagantly cold, that ſhe feared ſhe 
ſhould not recover her natural Heat 
again without a Bedfcllow. 

It was by this Time about Five 
o'Clock in the Morning, and would be 
Day- 
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Day-light in another Hour; ſo that 
ſome or the Servants only, who would 
be leaft wanted, went to Bed again ; the 
reſt ſitting up, and conferring upon the 
late Cataſtrophe. 

Whilſt the Baronet had been ſuffering 
under theſe Agitations, Daniel having 
made the beſt E. his Way upon his 
Journey, in hopes of reaching his Maſter's 
that Night; as he was trotting over a 


common Field in the Dusk, was attack- 


ed by two Foot- 


pads, one of whom, 
havin 


caught hold of his Bridle, the 
ked him off from his Horſe, 
and * abuſed him ſo when he 
was down; that both mounting his Horſe, 
they left him for dead behind them, 
having firſt eaſed him of his Two Hun- 
dred Pounds, his Portmanteau, and 
gt elle of Value he had about 
Daniel had lain where they left him 
for ſome Hours, till very early in the 
Morning, a Farmer going to Market 
with Corn, finding him in that Condi- 
tion, and after ſome Time gaining In- 
formation whoſe Servant he was, laid 
him upon his Cart, and carried him to a 


Village 
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Village he was going through, within 
three Miles of his Maſter's. | 

tiere the Farmer called up the People 
of a Public Houſe where he was known, 
and ordering them to put Daniel to Bed, 
and take jroper Advice upon his Caſe, 
he lett him, promiſing in his Return to 
call in, and enquire how he did. 

Daniel had received ſo many Bruiſes 
all over his Body, that he was aliogether 
unable to ſtand, or cven turn himielf in 
his Bed; but what above all diſtreſſed 
him was his Head; which was in ſuch 
violent Anguiſh as to be intolerable. 

A Surgeon was ſent for to examine 
him, at the firſt Appearance of Day; 
who having ſearched him all over, ſave 
his Head, declared him to be in no 
imminent Danger from any of the Bruiſes 
or Wounds he had yet ſcen; but after 


| N ſeveral Means upon his Head, 


e ſaid, he greatly fearcd a Fracture in 
his Skull, which might probably be 
mortal; but that could not be abſolutely 
known till he had removed the Scalp, 
and laid the Scull bare. 

Daniel, whoſe tleart ever ſince he had 


left Sir Roger, had recoiled at the Exe- 


cution of his deadly Purpoſe upon fo 
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good a young Man as his Maſter, had 
with much ado ſtrengthened his Reſolu- 
tion for ating the cruel Fact; 
though the Force of ſo much Gold had 
preponderated to every other Conſidera- 
tion; but ſince he had loſt his Two 
Hundred Pounds, and now had reco- 
vered his Senſes for reflecting, that both 
his Loſs, and the Misfortune he then 
was ſtruggling under, were but a neceſ- 
ſary and juſt Judgment upon him for 
his wicked Undertaking ; he became fo 

itent in his own Heart as to vow to 
Pimſelf that if ever he recovered, he 
would not only deſiſt from the Injury to 
his Maſter himſelf; but, by timely ap- 
prizing him of what his Father had in- 
rended, prevent, if poſſible, the Succeſs 
of all further Attempts of the like Na- 
ture by any other Hand. 

The Surgeon, the next Morning, 
giving Daniel his Opinion, that to the 
beſt of his Judgment, from the Symp- 
toms attending his Head, his Scull muſt 
be ſome-how fractured, and that the 
Operation was very dangerous that he 
muſt undergo, in order to his Cure ; 
added, that he would not pretend to ſet 
about it till he had apprized him of it, 

and 
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and received his Orders, whether to 
proceed or not. Daniel deſired him to 
deſiſt, till he could ſend over a Meſſage 
to his Maſter's, and then he might act 
as he ſhould ſce proper. 

This Daniel ſaid, leſt if he ſhould 
happen to die in the Operation, he 
might be deprived of the Benefit he 

miſed himſclf, from a free and o 
Confeſſion of the whole Tranſaction to 
his Maſter : So that offering at ſending 
an Expreſs to his Maſter of his Condi- 
tion, and inquiring after ſome proper 
Perſon for that Purpole ; the Surgeon, 
who ſtood by, replied, that if he pleaſed, 
he might ſpare himſelf both the Trou- 
ble andeCharge of any other Meſſen- 
ger: For that he ſhould go by the 
Door himſelf before Noon, and would 
deliver any Meſſage to his Maſter for 
him, and alſo bring him his Anſwer, 
when he came back. 

Daniel hereupon begged him only to 
ſpeak to his Matter, to tell him what he 
thought of his Condition, and to let his 
Maltcr know, that he deſired the Fa- 
vour of ſpeaking with him, as ſoon as 
poſſible; leſt it might prove too late, F 
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he ſhould think upon deferring it till the 
next Day. 

The Surgeon having his Errand, 
though he thought of viſiting his home 
Patients, before he ſhould take the Ride 
to the Squire's; yet, as it was ſo early, 
and the Diſtance ſo ſhort, determined to 
make the *Squire's his firſt Call. He 
did ſo, and having diſcharged his Un- 
dertaking, Joe ordered his Horſe to be 
ready, and went directly to Daniel; be- 
ing exceedingly troubled in his Mind for 
the Accident that had befallen the poor 
Fellow. 

At Joe's alighting, he was ſhewn into 
Daniels Room, where were his Land- 
lady, who had undertaken to nurſe him, 
and one of her Daughters: Theſe, as 
moſt of that Claſs are, were ſo full of 
their own Story, as ſcarce to give Joe an 
Opportunity, for demanding how the 
Patient did; which Joe obler ving, and 
that the only Way to be heard himſelf 
was, to ſuffer their I ale to conclude 
firſt, he paticntly waited to the wind- 
ing up their Bottom; then clapping a 
Guinea into the Woman's Hand, in or- 
der to her providing every T king that 
would be wanting tor his Servant, he 

turned 
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turned to the poor Fellow, and demand- 
ed from his own Mouth, how he found 
himſelf ? 

Daniel replied, very bad; inſomuch. 
that his Surgeon having aſſured him he 
muſt undergo a dangerous Operation, 
which he could no ways promiſe Succels 
to, he had ſent for him, to disburden 
himſelf of ſomewhat that lay heavy up- 
on his Mind, leſt he ſhould chance to 
die under the Surgeon's Hands ; and 
that once done, he ſaid, he ſhould ſuffer 
the Surgeon to proceed with him, with- 
out much concerning himſelf, whether 
Life or Death would be his Portion. 

Daniel then ordering the Women out 
of the Room, he delired Joe to ap- 
proach as near to his Bed as poſſible : 
For that he was in too weak a Condition 
to extend his Voice to any great Pitch; 
this Foe having done, he began thus. 

My dear, and honoured Maſter, 
I am heartily ſorry that I muſt de- 
clare myſelf, this Day, to you, to be 
one of the wickedeſt Wretches in the 
World. I am indeed, Sir, added he. 
Hold ! hold! Daniel, ſaid Je, thou 
haſt ever behaved thyſelf honeſtly ; Lit 
for ſmall Crimes, that are ncith(r of 

Vor. II, C Wil- 
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Wiltulneſs or Obſtinacy, Heaven knows, 
we have all, even the very beſt of us, 
ſufficient Cauſe for charging ourſclves 
with being Offenders. 

Sir, ſaid Daniel, my Crimes are as 
black as Hell itſelf. Ingratitude! O 
Sir! | can never die at peace, unleſs you 
can have Charity enough to forgive me. 
I forgive thee, Daniel? ſaid Foe, thy 
Maker, and mine, forgive thee. Thou 
haſt little Cauſe to be ſo anxious for 
my Forgivenels ; however, be aſſured 


Daniel, ſaid he, fo far as that will avail 


for thy Comfort, thou haſt it; or any 
Thing in Lite that I can do to ſerve 
you, eſpecially under this Diforder ; fear 
not any Expence it niay be to you ; for 
I ſhall take it all upon myſclf, let it 
amount to what it will. 

O Sir! ſaid Daniel, your Kindneſs 
creates me ten times the Anguiſh, tliat 
the v:1-t Treatment you could beſtow 
upon me would, You cut me to the 
very Soul, a ſded he, and every Word 
or yours, in Commiſcration of ine, mi- 
ſerabit Creature that I am, ſtings me to 
the H-art, and renders my Crime ten 
times more heinous than ever, 

knew not what you mean Daniel, 
ſaid his Maſter ; prithce! ſpeak 4 

| or 
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For ſomething peculiar muſt rankle in 
your Breaſt, though you ſcem cautious 
of uttering it. Speak out then Daniel. 
and as I before promiſed you, if it any 
ways relates to me, I will forgive it. 

To your Life, Sir, ſaid Daniel. My 
Life? replied Joe, you make me now 
curious for your Story, added he ; then 
baulk it not: For that I ſtill Promiſe to 
forgive you. 

would give all the World, were it 
mine, ſaid Daniel, that ſome one clic 
could tell you what I have to ſay ; but it is 
a Secret, not to be truſted to a third Per- 
ſon. Go on then, ſaid Joe, let's hear it. 

Sir, ſaid Daniel, this Injury I have 
met with, is fallen upon me as a Judg- 
ment, for my daring to combine with 
one more to your Deſtruction. Alas 
ſaid Foe, what Benefit can any one re- 
ceive, by deſtroying a Man that ſcarce 
interferes with any One? Your Father 
Sir, ſaid Daniel. Ha! replied Foe, 1 
am the leſs ſurprized at it. — Well! what 
of my. Father? added he. Why, Sir, it 
mult our, ſaid Daniel, and I will now 
tell it you. 

Daniel began wich his Father's taking 
him into his Study, the Artifices he em- 
ploycd to engage him in his Scrvice ; 
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the Reward he was to receive; what he 
had been paid in Hand, and the Paper of 
Powders ſtill in his Pocket, that Sir Ro- 
ger had given him, to be adminiſtered 
in any Drinkable whatever; and now 
tell me, Sir, ſaid Daniel, if I am not 
worſe than the Creature I at firſt repre- 
ſented to you? 

Joe's Blood ran chill at the Story; 
nay, though Daniel aſſerted it under the 
moſt ſolemn Aſſeverations, yet could 
Joe ſcarce be induced to credit ſuch a 
Thing of his own Father. 

Danel! ſaid Joe, all that you have 
related to me, will be of little Significancy 
as to me; who, ſhould you die, and 
ſhould I charge my Father with his cri- 
minal Intentions againſt me, he will only 
laugh at me, and pronounce me a De- 
tracter for it; unleſs you will be ſo good 
as to make this Declaration in ſome 
other Preſence than mine only. 

Daniel aſſured Joe, that if he required 
it, he would publiſh what he had ſaid 
1 the Face of the whole World. 
No, Joe told him, the Perſon to be 
noted was his Father, and though he 
meant not to expoſe him, yet he ſhould 
be willing to have ſuch Evidence of his 
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having made this Confeſſion to him, as 
might not eaſily be contradicted; and 
added, that happening to have brought 


Mr. Robins with him, who then waited 


below for his Call, to ask him how he 
did, he defired ro know if it would be 
agreeable to repeat the Story to him. 

No better a Man could he wiſh for, 
he ſaid; and accordingly, upon Robins's 
coming into the Room, he ran over his 
Charge again, whilſt Zoe penned it down 
from his own Mouth. Then Robins, 
having very deliberately read the ſame 
twice over to Daniel, and made a few 
flight Alterations, by his Directions, 
Daniel ſet his Hand to it, and Robins 
witneſſed it; after which, Foe wiſhing 
the ill Man well, and promiſing to ſend 
daily to ſee if he wanted any Thing, 
that he might provide it him, Foe re- 
turned. 
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C HAP. III. 


Sir Roger lies with his Peoſtillion. His 
Lady's Modeſiy. Sir Roger's Per- 
Plexity. Roger Brunt entered of the 
Temple. News that Roger is dying. 
Sir Roger and his Lady travel to 
1] ondon to ſee bim. Leave their Di- 
refion behind. Return without ſeeing 
him. Repents his Orders to Daniel. 
Cenntermands them. Roger is reco- 
wering. Strange Miſtake. 


AVING above ſhewn how Mat- 

ters had been conducted between 
Joe and his Man Daniel, it is time that 
we return to Sir Roger's, and ſhew you 
what fell out there, after the turbulent 
Night that his Family had all paſſed: 
But firſt, it may be neceſſary to hint 
at an Incident which fell out before 
the Morning, and after Sir Roger had 
been conveyed up to Bed by his Ser- 
vants. 

The Fellows finding him in but a low 
Way, bruiſed, and unwilling to ſpcak 
much; two or three of them ſat by 
him a while, to ſce whether he would 


be 
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be inclined to reſt or not; till at length, 
hearing him Breathe hard, and believing 
he was compoſing for Sleep, they ſtole 
out of the Room, and were ſhutung the 
Door after them; when their Maſt; 
miſſing them, hollowed Qui all the 
Names he could think ot, for recalling 
them again. One of them, upon this, 
returræà to know his Pleaſure ; whilſt 
the others went off about their Buſincls ; 
but no ſooner had Sir Roger ſet his Eyes 
upon him that came back, than he or- 
dered him into Bed with him, proteſt- 
ing that he would not lie that Night 
alone for both the Indies. 

It was his Poſtilliun to whom he had 
given this Order; at which the poor 
dirty Lad was ſo confourded, that he 
replied, he would fit by him till Morn- 
ing with all his Heart; but deſirtd to 
be excuſed going to Bed to him. 

This Ofter would not ſuit Sir Roger's 
Turn, for fear that he ſhould again ſteal 
away from him; ſo that he command- 
ed him into Bed, with a ſtrict Charge 
not to ſtir, till he gave him leave, let it 
be ever ſo late in the next Day firſt ; fo 
tender 1s the guilty Conſcience of being 
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32 The Hiſtory of Sir ROGER 
left by itſelf, leſt Furies ſhould uſurp the 
Place of other Company to torment it. 
Her Ladyſhip made her firſt Words 
good, and was not ſtirring the next Day 
till Noon ; when the firſt Viſit ſhe made 
a her Husband's Chamber, hav- 
ing heard the Houſe-keeper, what 


ing, a 
a Condition he Was carried to Bed in, 


occaſioned by his Fall dow.. che Kitchen 
Steps. 

She found him aſleep, with his Hand 
round the Poſtilion's Neck; who, poor 
Fellow, had been for ſeveral Hours in a 
dung Sweat, not daring to ſtir his Body, 
or remove his Maſter's Arm, for fear of 
waking him; but now, her 8 
think ing it high time to rouze her H 
band, and to inquire into the Damage he 
had received; by her buſtling pretty brisk- 
ly about the Room, and purpoſely mak- 
ing ſome Noiſe there, ſhe ſoon brought 
the Baronet into the living World again. 

The very firſt Token he gave of it 
was, by ordering Jeffery to get up, 
which the poor Fellow heard, even with 
Tranſport; but her Ladyſhip's Ears 
being as ſenſitive as Feffery's ; no ſooner 
was Jeffery making the Puſh for throw- 
ing himſelf out of Bed, than his 1 
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had ſquatted herſelf upon her Husband's 
Side of it; when Jeffery, being graced 
with rather the more Modeſty of the 
two, could not find in his Heart to ex- 
poſe himſelf, and ſo lay till, as cloſe 
as an Hare in her Form ; till Sir Roger 
taking Notice, that his Wife's Preſence 
had prevented the Fellow's Riſing, he 
ordered her away till he ſhould be gone. 
They inquired of each other*sHealths, 
and gave each other an Account of their 
ſeveral Diſaſters ; after which, her Lady- 
ſhip put it to Sir Roger, what it was 
that had occaſioned his Reſtleſſneſs laſt 
Night, which had put the whole Houſe 
in Confuſion ? As for her ſhe had 
little Expectation of living till Morn- 
ing ; nor had ever r Woman two 
Eſcapes for her Life, ſhe ſaid, 
than ſhe had; firſt, in avoiding his 
Sword, and then, that ſhe periſhed not 
upon the Kitchen Pavement. Whar, 
added ſhe, could be the Meaning of 
your crying out as you did, Villains and 
Rogues? For I perceived you was till 
in your Sleep, though you flouriſhed 
about your Sword like a Prize-fighter, 
as vigorouſly as if you had bcen ever 

ſo wakeful, 
C 5 Sir 
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Sir Roger replied, that he was dream- 
ing of Robbers, and only meant to de- 
tend himſelt, and deſtroy his Adver- 
farics. Very well! indeed, ſaid her 
Ladyſhip, and becauſe your ranging 
Imagination was pleaſed to take your 
Wife for an Highwayman, I might 
have bcen whipped through the Lungs 
by you : A pretty Recompence truly ! 
you was defending yourſelt from Rob- 
bers: But pray take notice, Sir Roper, 
added ſhe, that till you can give me un- 
doubted Security, that you ſhall never 
have the like Dream, or any other that 
may produce ſimilar Conſequences, you 
ſhall never draw me between the Sheets 
with you again, I can promiſe you. 

Sir Roger was not able to ſtir out of 
his Bed for above a Week afterwards, 
e had fo ſtrained, bruiſed, and other- 
wiſe hurt himſelf, by that Night's Ex- 
ercile ; but ſo ſhocked he was at the 
i hought of his Dream, that he would 
not have had a Repetition of it for the 
World. 

He laboured under the moſt extra- 
vagant Ferplexines, leſt during his Con- 
finement, a Leiter ſhould arrive from 
Daniel, which might fall into his Lady's 

Hands, 
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Hands, who might open it; in which 
caſe, however ſhe might have approved 
of the Deed, had ſhe been conſulted 
with upon the Head before hand; he 
muſt never expect another eaſy Hour 
with her, for having undertaken a Thing 
ſo important, without previouſly ad- 
viſing with her; ſhe would for cver 
condemn not only the Act, but him- 
ſelf, as the Agent; and probably, to 
the Degree of drawing him under ſon e 
intolcrable Trouble and Incouvenicnce 
by it; nay, ſhe would for ever after- 
ter have him at her Beck ; ſo that he 
would be forced to ſubmit to her in 
every Thing. 

Theſe Cogitations rendered his Bed 
more painful to him, than all his 
Hurts and Bruiſcs; whilſt his Mind tor- 
mented him with the Repreſentation of 
Conſequences, deſtructive all of his fu- 
ture Peace and Tranquiility : Bur after 
ten Days had paſſed, without either the 
Sight of, or any the leaſt Line, or Inti- 
mation from Laniel, his Imagination 
miſgiving him, that Dauiel might have 
deſerted the Cauſe, and have turned In- 
former againſt lum, in order to curry 
Favour with his Maſter, and poTtbiy to 

| | ſquceze 
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ſqueeze a ſuperior Reward from him, 
he was almoſt raving : Nor after he had 
once entertained the Suſpicion, was any 
— — the human Mind is capa- 
citate Oppreſſion by, too malignant 
for his applying to himſelf : Inſomuch, 
that deſpairing now of his ſe, and 
recurring to his Dream, which he now 
interpreted into a Forewarning of him 
what was to ſucceed ; he was come to 
a Reſolution with himſelf of ſeeking Reſt 
to his Perplexities, by the friendly Aid 
of a Piſtol. 

Roger, his ſecond Son, in order to 
render him the more compleatly quali- 
fied for the Eſtate, had about twelve 
Months before been entered of the Inner 
Temple; not by way of ſtudying the 
Law, or advancing himſelf by Buſineſs , 
but that from his Fixture in ſo genteel a 
Seminary, he might be qualified for the 
Society of the politer Company at St. 
James's End of the Town, in order to 
his cutting the more exalted Figure in 
future Life : But how vain are the 
Hopes of the Impious ! who, though 
their Deluſions ſeem proſperous in the 
Commencement, it is ever, but for a 
Lime, till their further Proceedings in the 

vicious 
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vicious Courſe they ſet out in, have ſo 
intangled them, as to grow paſt all Ex- 
trication 3 when the Hopes they have 
erected, upon 


gether ipitately, as to overwhelm 
the helpleſs Soul that raiſed them, whom 


they fail not to bury in their Ruins. 
Whilſt Sir Roger's very Soul was up- 
on the Rack, at the Doubts he had con- 
ceived of his Undertaking, and whillt 
he dreaded every Moment a Detection, 
and Surprize, to aggravate his Perplexi- 
ties, and fill up the full Meaſure of his 
Diſtreſs, a Letter arrived from a Man 
of the Faculty of Phyſick, to inform 
him that his Son was given over by his 
Phyſician. That having been too free 
with the Ladies, an Infection he had re- 
ceived from ſome of them, was through 
bad Management, arrived to ſuch an 
Head, as to be paſt all ſubduing by the 
Force of Medicines; and that he muſt 
be a dead Man in a Week's Time at 
fartheſt. 

Sir Roger having now, as he thought, 
juſt Occaſion for launching into an Ex- 
tremity of Rage, gave a Looſe to thoſe 

Paſſions 
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Paſſions he had before confined chiefly to 
his own Boſom, left her Ladyſhip ſhould 
grow too importunate for their Cauſe ; 
and fathering the whole Intemperateneſs 
of his Confuſion, upon the Account 
conveyed to him by this Letter, he in- 
dulged himſelf in his Deſpair, for the 
two conjoint Diſappointments at the 
ſame Time. 

Her Ladyſhip was alſo at her Wit's 
End for her Son Roger's Fate, and gave 
herſelf wholly up ſo to weeping, that 
her Pacification ſeemed impracticable. It 
was not the Death of her Son only, ſhe 
ſaid, that ſhe fo grievouſly lamented : 
For that we were all born mortal, and 
muſt die ; but to think that he ſhould 
fall in the Frime of his Youth, in fo 
ignominious a Manner, as ſhe ſhould be 
aſhamed ever to mention; and then to 
think that they ſhould be ſo far ſeparat- 
ed from each other, that ſhe could not 
receive his laſt Breath into her Boſom, 
nor once ſalute him at parting, was in- 
tollerable to her. 

Sir Roger hcaring theſe Exclamations 
of his Wife's, and hoping, by change 
of Place, for that Alleviation of his 
Troubles, which he deſpaired of at 
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home ; asked her, if ſhe choſe to make 

a puſh for ſeeing her Son, before he 
ſhould make his Exit? This ſhe ſnapt 
at moſt joyfully, and their own Equi- 
page conveying them through the firſt 
Day's Journey, they diſpatched a Meſ- 
ſenger before to provide for the next 
Stage ; and ſo on, providing one Stage 
always before hand, that they might 
meet with the leſs Impediment by the 
Way : So that travelling both Night 
and Day, ſleeping in the Coach, and 
eating but by Snaps, as they could gain 
a Quarter of an Hour any where, upon 
thifring their Carriage, they arrived at 
the Templ-Gate upon the third Evening. 

They ſent up to their Son's Cham- 
bers; but they were locked up, and 
had been ſo, they heard, for ſeveral 
Weeks paſt. What ſhould they now 
do ? Where lived the Perſon who wrote 
to Sir Reger? he being the only proper 
Man to enquire of in this Caſe; but 
not only his Name, but Abode was for- 
gotten, and in ſhort the Letter that con- 
tained both left behind them. 

A Footman was ſent to all the neigh- 
bouring Chambers ; to the Porters, the 
Stationers, all tne adjacent Coffee. e 
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and Taverns, and where-ever they could 
conceive the leaſt Advice of him might 
be gained; all which took up beſt Part 
of an Hour; whilſt Sir Roger and Ma- 
dam, had carried on ſo rancorous a 
Scold in the Coach, and with ſo little 
Ceremony, or Silence, that Hundreds 
were collected about the Coach to amuſe 
themſelves with the Dialogue; but all 
Inquiries proving ineffectual, what had 
they now to do, but to turn Tail, and 
go home again: So that having ſpent 
that Night at an Inn in Fleet. ſtreet, the 
ſame Conveyance that brought them, 
being to return to Royſton the next 
Morning, they moved off with it before 
Day-light, and by Night were a Part of 
their Way home again; but ſuch a Life 
as they both led in the Journey, would 
make a Man ſick of Matrimony : For 


Sir Roger charged her Ladyſhip with the 


Expence of the Journey, as undertaken 
merely to gratify her ; and ſhe raved at 
her Husbanu for the Ineffectualneſs of 
it, by leaving his Credentials behind 
him. 

Being now arrived at home, a Letter 
was delivered to Sir Roger, vhich had 
come by the Poſt in his Abſence. * 
| ie 
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he diſputed not to have arrived from 
Daniel, and deſperately uneaſy he was 
with himſelf, before he could break the 
Seal of it, leſt he ſhould there find what 
he now began to dread, more than he 
had ever before coveted : For as he had 
no room but to expect, that Roger was 
dead before that Time; ſo now, if 
Daniel ſhould have diſpatched Foe too, 
he ſhould have made a fine Hand of 
of it indeed; to have murdered one Son 
for the Sake of another, undoubtedly 
dead fore him, and without ſerving 
himſelf, or his own Purpoles, upon any 
of the Survivors: For none of whom, 
he had more than a common Regard, as 
his Children; whereas, Roger had fo 
many taking Qualities in his Father's 
Eye, that he thought any Man might 
_ run inordinate Lengths for his 
e. 

After ſeveral ſoliloquous Speeches up- 
on the Occaſion, the Baronet reſolved 
not to open the Letter, that he might 
be ready upon Occaſion, to ſwear that 
he had never read it, till he ſnould have 
wrote an abſolute Countermand to Daniel 
of the bloody Act he was to perpetrate. 
Satisfying himſelf, at all Events, 1 
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this, that let what would happen, or 
have happened, it would at leaſt de- 
monſtrate to the World, that if Daniel 
had committed the Fact, he had been 
too haſty in it; or if not, that he who 
could ſo ſoon recall it, had never been 
over anxious for its Execution. He 
therefore ſat down and wrote the follow- 
ing Letter to Damel. 


Dear Daniel, 


poſſible. Let not what you have fur- 
© ther to expect, be a Means to urge 
< you to obey my Orders; leſt theſe, 
* unperformed, you ſhould be a Suf- 
* ferer: For I hereby promiſe you, to 
be punctual to my Word, upon the 
« firſt Sight of you. 


« Your Friend t | ſerve you, 


R. ERUxr.' 


Sir 
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Sir Roger had employed his whole 
Wits in the Compoſition of this Epiſtle, 
that no- body might form a Gueſs at the 
Meaning of it but Daniel; and had alſo 
directed it in ſuch a Manner as he thought 
would effectually withdraw all Suſpicion 
of its being his Hand. 

This he ſent to the Poſt, and ſtill 
heſitated whether he ſhould open the 
Letter he had received or not, till his 
own ſhould have reached Daniel's Hand; 
for then, he might ſafely ſay, that Daniel 
had received his Countermand, before 
he had ever read a Word from Daniel. 

He was under the utmoſt Impa- 
tience, till he had gratified himſelf with 
the Contents of the Letter ; but then, 
the above Conſideration recurring to his 
Mind, 1 his prying into it; till 
having ſuffered under his Doubts for ſome 
Hours, he was reſolved, fall Back fall 
Edge, to peruſe it. 


Breaking then the Letter open in a 


Hurry, and caſting his Eye at the Bot- 
tom of it, what Name ſhould it pre- 
ſent him with, but the very ſame that 
had wrote him an Account of his Son 


Roger's deplorable Condition, and had 
called 
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called him to Town to take his Farewel 
of him. 

Sir Roger ſtood aghaſt at the Name; 
nor doubtcd he but it had brought News 
of his Son's Death; whercfore, without 
troubling h mſelf further in fo plain a 
Caſe, he car ed it G ectly to her Lady- 
ſhip. Ah! Melly, tud he, the 
Boy is dead; and here's a Letter — 
Mr. M---g---i/, who ſcnt us the laſt, to 
know how we will have him buried. 

Her Ladyſhip, though ſhe daily ex- 
pected the News, could not help ſhed- 
ding ſome Tears at parting ; but theſe 
laſting not long, ſhe looked over the 
Letter, which was not a very long one, 
reading it to hetſelf, in the Words fol- 
lowing. 


SIX, 


greateſt Turn of good For- 
6 tune imaginable, I have the Plea- 
© ſure to inform you, that making an 
© unaccuſtomed Puſh, in the deſperate 
© State your Son was reduced to, it has 
* providentially anſwered even beyond 
my Hopes or ExpeCtation ; ſo that 
© now I have the Honour to aſſure you, 
I expect to deliver him to you a 1 * — 
Man 
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Man again: But, with his humbleſt 
© Duty to yourſelf, and the good Lady 
© his Mother, he has deſired me to ac- 
* quaint you, that his Expences have 
© been ſo extraord! on this Occaſion, 
© that without a conſiderable Supply of 
© Money, he ſhall be in a more wretched 
State than I have enlarged him from, 
© as it muſt be a Work of Time per- 


© feftly to reſtore him. Leaving the 


« reſt to you, Sir, I have the Honour 
to be, 


* Your moſt obedient Servant, 
© P. M- -O- r. 


Her Ladyſhip, whilſt ſhe was peru- 
ſing the above, had caſt many a ſour 
Look at Sir Roger; but having finiſhed 
it, ſhe fixed her Eyes upon him fo in- 
tentively, as, ſurprizing him, he deſired 
to know what ſhe meant by it. 

Why, Sir Roger, ſaid the, are you a 
mad Man ? Are you grown ſtupid ? or 
can you imagine me to be ſo, that you 
ſhould offer at this Impoſition apon 
my Senſes? No, no, it was to deject me 
ſo by your Report, I ſuppoſe, that 1 
ſhould give no Credit to my own Eyes; 


or 
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or how could you offer to tell me, with 
that formal Face of yours, that my Son 
was dead; and that Mr. A- gf want- 
ed Orders tor his Funeral ? 

Why, is he not dead? ſaid Sir Roger. 
Have you no Eyes? ſaid her Ladyſhip. 
Can't you ſee that he is — and 
wants Money from you? Nay, laid Sir 
Roger, I never read it. I ſaw it came 
from - gt, and took the reſt for 
granted. 

Her Ladyſhip and he had ſeveral 
ſparring Blows at each other upon this 
occaſion, after which they parted. 


CHAP. IV. 


Sir Roger in a Strait. Writes to his 
Son Roger. Repents his Countermand 
to Danicl. Letters between them. 
Robins's Advice to Joe. Joe's Ad- 
vice to Daniel. Viſits Sir Roger. Pre- 
mum. More Money for Roger. 


HEN Sir Roger came to reflect 

with himſclt about what he had 

been doing, and that his Son Reger wag 
recovering, he grew into a perſect Ago- 
ny. What have I done? ſaid he, Block- 
head, 
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head, that I am! I muſt now owe the 
Fruſtration of all my whole Projects to 
my own Stupidity. O! that I had but 
read M—g—!/'s Letter before I had 
wrote to Denie/! J ſhall go diſtrated ! 
Am I an Ideot? O! the curſed Fate 
that is attendant upon all my Schemes! 
The Boy is now undone for ever; and, 
inſtead of the polite Maintainer of my 
Family, may be glad to rub Horſes 
Heels for a Subſiſtence, and thoſe of 
his deteſted Brother too; if happily the 
Buſineſs is not over before Daniel re- 
ceives my Letter. But is there no Re- 
medy? No Redreſs to be had? Yes, 
let me ſend for my Letter back again, 
and all may be weil ſtill. 

Without a Moment's Delay therefore, 
Sir Roger ſent the ſame Fellow who had 
lodged the Letter in the Poſt-Houſe, 
to bring it back again without fail; and 
now he enjoyed a ſhort Moment's Re- 
ſpite from his Adverſity, till the Return 
of his Courier; nor was it more than a 
Moment in bis Eye, vehoſe Confuſion 
was ſoon redoubled upon him by the 
Fellow's Report, that the Poſt had been 


gone out with all the Letters for ſome 


Time. 
There 
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There being nothing now left for it, 
but altering his Tone to Daniel, upon 
his Arrival, and perhaps the Advance- 
ment of a ſmall further Premium for his 
Trouble ; Sir Roger had fixed upon this 
as ſo neceſſary, that he even longed 
for the coming of Daniel, that the Point 
e up and ſettled between 

m. 

Sir Roger, having reduced his Mind 
to ſome reaſonable Temper again, began 
now to turn his Thoughts toward his 
Son Roger's Affair, and adviſed with 
his Lady what Sum would be proper to 
ſend him. His Allowance was Four 
Hundred Pounds a Year; and he had 
remitted to him a Half Year's Payment 
about ſix or ſeven Weeks before; fo 
that he wondered he ſhould be run a- 
ground already : But her Ladyſhip ad- 
viſed him to conſider how many Ways 
a Man in his Circumſtances muſt have, 
of disburſing of it : For that, beſides 
his Lodging, Nurſing, and Board, he 
muſt needs, ſo bad as he had been, have 
had a Doctor, an Apothecary, and a 
Surgeon in conſtant Pay, which alone 
was ſufficient for the Conſumption of a 


very pretty Fortune, to whomſoever had 
the 
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the Misfortune to require them ; for 
which Reaſon, ſhe ſaid, ſhe could not 
apprehend leſs Caſh than an anticipated 
half-yearly Payment could be of any 
Service to him; eſpecially as his Cure 
mult be ſo far from being compleat as 
the Letter hinted ; beſides which, ſhe 
ſaid, he ought to require him not to 
want whatever was requiſite, but to in- 
form him, as his Stock ſhould grow 
low, that he might be repleniſhed. . 

All this being agreed upon, Sir Ryger 
wrote the following Letter to his Son, 
with his Mother's Approbation; in- 
cloſing it in a Cover to Mr. A- gt, 
in Aldermanbury, London; tor neither the 
Baronet or his Lady had other Concep- 
tion than of his being a Surgeon, tho? 
he had not mentioned his Occupation; 
or than that their Son lodged at his 
Houle. 


Sir Roctr BrunT, to RockR Brunt, 
E/: 
* Son Roger, 
OUR Mother and 1 have lau- 
boured almoſt to a heart-break- 


ing, at the ill Courſe you have taken, 
Vor, II. D 1 
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© in keeping Company with bad Wo- 
* men, which has brought you to the 
Condition you are now in; but as we 
* hope you will repent, and amend your 
* paſt Ways, and never fall under the 
* like Laſh again; that you may not be 
loſt for want of my Aſſiſtance, I here- 
with ſend you a Bill for Two Hundred 
Pounds, of which, though I would 
have you be ſparing, and act with 
Prudence, yet, it Neceſſity requires 
an Addition to it, I deſire you will 
«* forthwith inform me of it. We both 
* wiſh you ſoon well, and ſend you our 
HBleſſing. 


* Your loving Father, 


© R. BRUN T.“ 


61 2k 2&5. 


Having diſpatched this Letter, Sir 
Reger had now only to wait an Anſwer 
from Daniel; but he rather hoped to ſee 
him, that he might confirm to him the 
Re- eſtabliſnment of his prior Reſolution. 

The above Letter of Sir Roger*s arri- 
ving at his Son's, who never miſled a 
Day ſtill from viſiting Daniel, it was 
brought to him to carry over to him 
when next he went. 

Sir 
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Sir Roger's Policy had not ſo diſguiſed 
his Hand, but that the Superſcription 
was preſently known by Joe to be his 
Father's ; though it was as plain that he 
had endeavoured to deceive by it : So 
that Joe's Impatience for its Contents, 
ſent him again to Daniel in the After- 
noon, though he had that Day ſeen him 
in the Morning. 

Foe told him he had a Letter for him, 
which he put into his Hand ; for Daniel 
was now almoſt perfectly recovered of 
the Fracture in his Scull, if it was one, 
which yet was uncertain, it ceaſing to 
pain him; inſomuch that the Surgeon 
only ordered him to keep himſelf very 
quiet, and he hoped he would ſoon do 
well again. Joe waited to ſce whether 
Daniel would acquaint him with its Con- 
tents or not; for Joe imagined that by 
that he might nearly determine upon the 
Fellow's Sincerity. 

Daniel read the Letter to himſclf, 
every now and then ſhaking his Head 
at it; and no ſooner had he done than, 
Sir, ſaid he to Foe, this Letter is from 
an Intimate of yours, will you pleaſe to 
ſee its Contents? I believe ſo, Daniel, 
ſaid Foe, and if it contains no Secrets 
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between you two, improper for my In- 


ipection, I ſhall take it as a Favour, and 


Mark of your till ſubſiſting Eſteem for 
me. 

Having read it, ſaid Joe, Well! what 
Step purpoſe you to take hereupon ? 
Sir, ſaid Daniel, if you pleaſe to give 
me Leave, fo ſoon as I am capable of 
the Journey, I'll go over to my Maſter, 
and claim his Promiſe ; for now, you 
ſee, my Reward is to come for your 
Preſervation, and that I may undertake 
with a ſafe Conſcicnce. What will you 
ſay, replied Joe, that you have been all 
this while idle, and have not diſpatched 
me ? 

Daniel replied, he would tell the 
Truth, fo far as he did ſpeak, of his 
Aſſault, Robbery, and never having been 
at home ſince : But, ſays Joe, methinks 
you ſhould anſwer this Letter; fince it 
may be ſome Time before you are fit 
tor riding ſo far. 

Daniel thu re ſore anſwered it that Day, 
in the Manner he had propoſed, en- 
gaging to be over with Sir Roger the firſt 
Journey he ſhould make any where ; 
and witl:al, dated it from the Houſe and 
Place where he then was ; nor waited he 

more 
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more than the Return of the Poſt, for 
a Reply from Sir Roper ; but in a dif- 
ferent Stile from the former, preſſing, 
with the utmoſt Earneſtneſs, for the 
Diſpatch of the Buſineſs he had intruſted 
him with; for that Delays were dan- 
gerous Things, and that he ought even 
to ſtrain hard ior ſerving him, who had 
it in his Power to make a Man of him 
and that if he would but demonſtrate his 
Zeal for his Service, by expediting the 
Affair forthwith, he would not only be- 
have to him as he had before under- 
taken, but make up his Loſs at the 
ſame Time. 

The next Time that ce came to ſee 
Daniel, which was on the Morrow of 
his Receipt of this Letter; Sir, ſaid 
Daniel, I have farther News for you. 
Another Letter? ſaid Foe. I hope this 
has brought you the Remainder of your 
Money. No, Sir, repi1ed Daniel, it has 
only brought izrther Fromiſe; but theſe 
are worſe than the laſt, and are what I 
can never comply with. Toe read the 
Letter. What a Compound of Incon- 
ſiſtencics does my Father ſubſiſt of ? 
{aid he. And can you, Daniel, added 

D 3 he, 
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he, withſtand this Temptation, at ſo 
conſiderable a Loſs to yourſelf? 

I hope, Sir, faid Daniel, that the 
Shame I take for having once engaged 
in a falſe Step, will be my Security 
againſt any the like for the future. Sir, 
added he, I have endured more Tor- 
ment in my own Mind, for having once 
conſented to ſo atrocious an Act, than 
from all my Wounds put together, with 
the Proſpect of Death that ſo long at- 
tended them; nor would I, if I have 
the leaſt Command of my own Nature, 
apain engage for the Commiſſion of a 
like Crime, might the whole Univerſe, 
and all that isin it, be my Reward for it. 

I am glad to hear you ſpeak ſo honeſt- 
ly, ſaid Foe ; but as it would be hard 
upon you, Daniel, to make a leſs gain- 
ful Cn of Honeſty than Iniquity, 
perſevere but in your Integrity, and I 
myſelf will make up to you whatſoever 
you ſhall miſs of, for your Faithfulneſs 
to me; not but I would have you ſtill 


upon my Father's Liſt for a Villain to 


be employed by him; leſt you, too 
openly deſerting him, he may fall in with 
ſome other Traitor leſs willing to retract 
than you have been; for which _ 
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ſo ſoon as you are well enough, I muſt 
have you go over to him. 

Old Robins, who had been Joe's Evi- 
dence to the firſt Part of the Story, 
calling in one Day, as he rode by the 
Houle where Daniel lodged ; Daniel 
made no Difficulty to inform him of 
what had ſince paſſed between him and 
Sir Roper. 

Now this heightening old Robins's 
Indignation extravagantly againſt Sir Ro- 
ger, the next Time that he ſaw 7oe, he 
mentioned what he had heard from 
Daniel, deſiring to know what he in- 
tended to do in the Affair; for that he, 
for his Part, was ſorely afraid, that by 


ſome Means or other Sir Roger would 


have his Ends of him; and that, was 
the Caſe his own, he ſhould ſubſiſt in a 
ua Dread of his tviacninaitwns f 

For that tliough he might, at preſent, 
have that good Opinion of Daniel, as to 
believe he would no more conſent to the 
like Villainy, yet there were others that 
would, (and, poſſibly, not more remote 
from his Perſon than Daniel was) upon 
ſuitable Rewards, and Hopes of Privacy. 
Good Man! ſaid Joe, is it thine At- 
fection to me that has made thee ſo 
D 4 zealous 
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zealous in this Matter? If fo, though it 
 icems wrong placed, I am obliged to 
thee ; but } would not live under the 
conſtant Fear of Death, for the ſake of 
a hundred Lives; not that I would cauſe- 
leſsly deliver up mine to the Demandant ; 
but to ſubſiſt in a State of Jealouſy, and 
Diſtruſt of every one about me, will by 
no means accord to my way of think- 
ing. I will offend no Man, or willingly 
give lum Occaſion even {or Diſpleaſure 
at me ; but if any one, for his own pri- 
vate Views, ſhall be degenerate enough 
to ſcize my Life, I fear not a Removal 
to a better. Now nothing of this Na- 
ture, Rcbins, added he, I am perſuaded, 
can happen to me, but by Permiſſion of 
my Superior: If therefore it proves his 
Will that it ſhould be ſo, either as a 
Caitigation for any Miſconduct of mine, 
or to fill up the full Meaſure of another's 
Crimes; in cither Caſe it is equal to me, 
as it will be by his Appointment, who 
will be abie amply to recompence me. 
Sir, ſaid old Robins, you ſeem to talk 
as if you was more than Man, and had 
rone of the Terrors of Fleſh and Blood 
about you. Gentlemen of Fortune, as 
you are, Sir, added he, with ſuch vaſt 
future 
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future ExpeRations, are uſually more 
cautious of Accidents, and careful of 
their Lives, than meaner People; who 
having neither aught to loſe or enjoy, 
may be more indifferent as to the Length 
of their Days here. 

Joe ſmiled, replying, it might uſually 
be fo, he believed: Bur, Robins, added 
he, I live not for myſelt, thou knowelt , 
then let them who may be Loſers by my 
Death, lament it. If there was no-body 
for me to benefit in Life, my daily Pe- 
tition would be for a Remove ; for Lite, 
but for that, would be tedious to me. 

Heaven bleſs you! Sir, ſaid Robins. 
I know not how it is; but I often attack 
you upon Subjects that (pardon me) I 
think you to blame in, and have Argu- 
ments enough in my Mind for the Sup- 
port of my Aſſertions, as I think; but 
how it happens I know not, you ſubdue 
me without Argument, and my Convic- 
tion ſeems to ariſe from only this, that 
you have ſaid it. 

About a Fortnight after this, Daniel 
deſired Leave, being purely recovered, 
to go over to Sir Roger, Winci For per- 
mitted him to do: but charged wm uitſt 
to pray earneſtly for Grace trom above, 
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to enable him to withſtand every Aſſault 
of the Devil, to the ruining his Truth 
and Credit, both with his Maker and his 
Creatures. Sir, ſaid Daniel, I am fo 
inveterate now againſt all Submiſſion to 
ſuch Practices, that I am ſure, if my 
old Maſter can't biaſs me, no Man or 
Devil can. 

Poor Fellow! ſaid Joe, had not that 
foul Spirit play'd his Part more ſubtily 
than my Father could, thou had'ſt not 
been vanquiſhed before; I have that Opi- 
nion of thee. I will allow it was my 
Father who ſpake to thee, and recom- 
mended the foul Deed to thee; but who 
prompted, who dictated both the Deſign 
to him, and the Acceptance of it to thee ? 
None other than the Devil, aſſure thy- 
ſelf. 

Daniel took the Journey; and Sir 
Reger, in hopes that the Work was fi- 


niſhed, received him as a Brother, in the 


tendereſt Manner imaginable, till he 
heard that he had never as yet been at 
his Son's, and was but juſt abroad again, 
of the Injury he had received from the 
Robbers ; when he was a little ſunk in 
his Hopes; but ſtill aiming at his Per- 
ſeverance, he asked him when he ſhould 
return 
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return to his Son's ; and intreated him 
to loſe no Time when he ſhould arrive 
thither ; for that next to a Non-per- 
formance of one's Wiſhes, was a Delay 
of them. 

Daniel, repeating over and over, at 
ſeveral Times, the Loſs of his Two 
Hundred Pounds, and that he was ren- 
dered thereby never the better for it; to 
remove that Diſreliſh from his Mind, Sir 
Roger paid him the Money again, and 

ing him to be vigorous, aſſured 
him, that an Inſtant's thorough Reſolu- 
tion would do the Buſineſs. 

After Daniel had ſtayed a Day or two 
at the Baronet's, ſubject to a conſtant 
Repetition of the ſame Precepts, he left 
him; aſſuring him, that from thence, he 
ſhould directly return to his Maſter's 
Service again. | 

On the very Day of Daniel's Depar- 
ture, Sir Roger received another Letter 
from Mr. M—g—4, with his Son's Re- 

ueſt tor more Money, hoping it would 
be the laſt Demand he ſhould make upon 
him ; for that he was now ſo well re- 
covered, that had it nor been for a ſlight 
Ailment in his Right Thumb, be would 
have wrote for it himiclt, He ſhould 
not 
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not have been ſo very troubleſome, but 
that, it he choſe to be ſpeedily recover- 


ed, he muſt be at an extraordinary Ex- 
pence for it : So hoped Sir Roger would 
not take it amiſs; for he could afſure 
him, it ſhould be the laſt he ſhould ever 
disburſe for him, upon the like Occaſion. 

Sir Reger thought his Son's Demands 
ran very high ; but her Ladyſhip's In- 
dulgence urged the Degree her Son was 
of m Life, and that therefore he muſt 
pay more extraordinarily ; then, as it 
would be the laſt, ſhe ſaid, ſhe was not 
tor looking little at the Cloſe of the Ac- 
count : So that, without more Words, 
another Two Hundred Pounds were ſent, 
with an Invitation of their Son into York- 
ire, to foon as he ſhould be capable of 


he journey. 


CHAP. 
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CHAF. V. 


Joe idolized in the Country. Gives Mr, 
Rogers a Living. He loves Mrs. Ra- 
chel till. Hears of her in Glouceſter- 
ſhire. Sir Roger's Character of Joe. 
Rogers his counter Character. Hears 
Rachel is a Widow. Letter from Na- 
ples of Roger's Death, Sir Roger 
and Madam quarrel about it. 


OE had now been a Houſekeeper 

for himſelf two full Years, and had 
given ſuch general Satisfaction in the 
Country, both to High and Low, Rich 
and Poor, as had made him perfectly 
idolized amongſt them: Nay, ſuch a 
Character had he obtained, for a Strict- 
neſs of Juſtice in all his Dealings with 
Mankind, and an obſtinate Adherence 
to Truth, that he was now become the 
general Referee of his Neighbours, in 
all Diſputes and Difficulties that were 
ſtarted amongſt them : So that ſcarce a 
Quarrel, a Treſpaſs, or Injury was com- 
mitted, wherever Peace was the main 
Thing in View between the Parties, but 
it was finally referred to Joe Blunt, as 


I they 
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they there alſo called him, from the Re- 
port of ſome of his Cotemporaries at 
College, who had brought it trom thence 
with them. 

About this Time it was, that the 
Living of Od. became vacant, and 
this was in Joe's Gift; when conſidering 
with himſelf whom he ſhould preſent to 
it, his old Tutor Ropers ſtarted into his 
Mind; and glad Joe was, that he had 
now in his Power to reward ſo worthy 
a Man, who upon the Lecture he had 
then-to-fore read him, had rejected his 
Father's Offer of a Living, which would 
have been a pretty Proviſion for him, 
though not to compare with this. 

No ſooner had the Thought entered 
his Brain, than he committed it to writ- 
ing, and by the Poſt ſent an Invitation 
to Mr. Rogers, ſor his Acceptance of it. 
Mr. Rogers, who, as moſt Clergy- 
men do, had made the Patronage and 
Value of Benefices no mean Part of his 
Study, was no ſooner apprized of the 
Name of the Benefice, than he applied 
the Words, Four Hundred and upwards 
to it; nor waited he a ſecond Call, be- 
fore he had returned his munificent Pa- 
tron his moſt ſincere 3 

or 
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for that the very firſt Line he had re- 
ceived from him, ſince his Departure 
from the Univerfity, ſhould prove a 
Summons to ſo magnificent a Donation. 
He aſſured him of his Attendance at it, 


with all poſſible Speed, and concluded 
himſelf his 88 


Maſt obliged, quondam Preceptor, 
Jacos Rocks. 


Mr. Rogers was down with Joe in 
about a Fortnight after he had wrote to 
him; but was ſo charmed with the Man- 
ner of his Living, the Sanctity of his 
Manners, and the Purity that ran thro' 
his whole Houſhold, as to be amazed at 
it. He tarried there for near a Month, 
before he could ſettle himſelf in his own 
Houſe; having ſince often profeſſed, 
that he had but one Reaſon in Life for 
not declining his Living, and requeſting 
the Poſt of Foe's domeſtick Chaplain; 
for that he was not able to comprehend 
how a Man could poſſibly live in a 
greater Certainty of a future Happineſs, 
than in a Circle of ſuch Perſons as ſtudied 
only to delight themſclves in their Duty 

to 
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to their Maker, and in an Affability, 
Meekneſs, and Complacency to each 
other, and all Mankind. 

Mr. Ropers's Reaſon for rather ac- 
cepting his Living was, that Mrs. Ra- 
chael had ever been predominant to her 
whole Sex in his Mind; and the ſole 
Hope he had ſubſiſted by, ever ſince his 
Departure from Sir Roger's, had been, 
the one Day having Preterment to qua- 
lify him for a Demand of her, and the 
Reſolution of then, if it could be prac- 
ticable, making her his own for ever : So 
that no ſooner had Rogers been inducted 
to his Benefice, and had ſettled himſelf 
in a ſnug Manner there, than he took 
a Ride over to -x, to ſee what 
was become of his Miſtreſs. 

He found, as he expected, upon in- 
quiry at an Inn in the Town, that Mr. 
Crofts had been dead a long Time, and 
that another Incumbent enjoyed the Liv- 
ing. He was allo informed, that his 
Daughters went immediately, after his 
Death, to Glonceſter ſhire, and it was be- 

heved, were married ; at leaſt, that one 
of them was fo, it was agreed on all 
Hands ; but which of them it was, re- 
mained ſtill uncertain, But that Mrs. 
Kachael, 
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Rachael, having in her Father's Life- 
time had ſeveral Wooers, it was little 
doubted but ſhe was the Perſon. 

All theſe Things making ſo much 
againſt Rogers, afforded him ſuch Mat- 
ter for abundant Uneaſineſs, that he 
could not reſt till he had made the 
Tour of Glouceflerſhire in ſearch of her: 
For though he could not learn the exact 
Place of her Reſidence, he was aſſured 
it was ſomewhere near Tewksbury. 

This the Parſon eſteeming but a ran- 
dom Direction to proceed upon ; as he 
happened to be ſo near to Sir R-per's, 
and having before been in ſo friendly a 
Manner entertained there, he reſolved 
to pay his Duty to the Baronet and his 
Lady, and from the latter to gain In- 
telligence of her God- daughter: For 
though Rogers had been fo long in Joe's 
Houſe, he had never heard more from 
Joe, than that the Miſunderſtanding be- 
tween him and his Father ſtill ſubſiſted: 
Joe having made it a ſtanding Rule with 
him, never to hint at any of thoſe pri- 
vate Affairs, that concerned not his 
Hearer; or where the Character of any 
Man might be depreciated, though ever 


ſo much to his own Commendation. 
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Rogers therefore attended Sir Roper, 
who ſeemed very glad to fee him, and 
what had brought him into that 
Part of the World ? Whether he had 
his Reſidence ſtill at the Univerſity ? 
and whether he had heard any Thing of 
his Son lately ? 

Mr. Ropers replied, that he was fixed 
in the Cure of O——d——2z, and had 
been there for near two Months paſt. 
O—d—1n? ſaid Sir Roger; that Living 
ſhould have been mine, though my 
wicked Son uſurps it. OI Mr. Rogers, 
added he, here has been ſtrange Doings 
fince you left us. Foe has tricked me 
out if my late Brother's Eſtate, which 
he till holds from me, through my 
Lenity and Remiſſneſs, in inſiſting upon 
my Right to it; but mark me, it will 
never thrive with him. He has alio in- 
veigled away two of my Daughters 
from me, and put my whole Family 
out of Frame. In ſhort, Sir, added he, 
his Aim is to break mine and his Mo- 
ther's Heart, and when he has gained 
Poſſeſſion of all, he may poſſibly, be 
ſatisfied ; but never before, believe me. 

I am perſuaded, Sir, ſaid Mr. Rogers, 
that the Diſtance between you and the 


young 
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oung Gentleman, preventing your per- 
Ea Knowledge of his — ut 
with poſſibly, the Interpoſition of ſome 
Make-bate, who may find his own In- 
tereſt in fomenting a D:viſion between 
you, muſt have given Increaſe to the un- 
favourable Opinion you have harboured 
of your Son, from his Refuſal to join 
with you in your new Settlement: For 
otherwiſe, Sir, his Character is too well 
eſtabliſhed in his own Neighbourhood, 
to gain the leaſt Diſadvantage from Ru- 
mour, let it come from where it will, 
to his Prejudice. Why, bleſs me! Sir, 
you would be ſurpriſed at the Regulari- 
ty of his Family ; their Deportment to 
each other, and generally to all Man- 
kind. His Liberality is diſtributed with 
Chearfulneſs ; nor is he evermore in his 
natural Element, than when Occaſions 
2 worthy of his paternal Benevo- 
ence, to any Part of Mankind, indiſ- 
criminately : So that to imagine ſuch a 
Man as he, ſhould fraudulently poſſeſs 
himſelf of another's Right, or even 
think, wiſh, or act any Thing prceju— 
dicial to the Rights of another, is the 
moſt remote from any Imagination of 
any one Thing in Nature. 


Artifice ! 
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Artifice ! Artifice! all Diſſimulation 
and Hypocriſy ! ſaid Sir Roger; but it 
is to no Purpoſe atguing againſt wilful 
Blindneſs; and hence we may obſerve 
what Miſchief a cunning Fellow may 
do in the World, by a little outward 
Shew and Oſtentation of Sanctity; but 
be it ſo; let him hug himſcif in his own 
Security; my Lite for yours, Parſon, 
added he, ſome terrible Vengeance will 
ſoon overtake him, for this counterſeited 
Holineſs he thus deceives the World 
with. | 

Mr. Rogers then hoped for the Hon- 
our of kiſſing her Ladyſhip's Hand, he 
ſaid; upon which, Sir Roger ſent her 
Word of his being below, and ſhe ſoon 
after came down to him. 

Though abundance of previous Diſ- 
courſe paſſed between them, yet Rogers, 
not loſing Sight of the main Argument 
of his Viſit there, at laſt found room to 
throw in his Hopes, that her God- 
daughter was well, and his Inquiry whe- 
ther Mr. Crofts was ſtill living? To this 
latter, her Ladyſhip replied in the Ne- 
gative; but added, that her God- 
daughter was very well, and had juſt 

brought 
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brought a chopping Boy to Town, ſhe 
d 


heard. 

The Sound of thoſe Words ſhot 
poor Rogers as dead as a Partridge, and 
much ado he had to bear up, even to 
ask how long ſhe had been married ? 
Her Ladyſhip told him about a T welve- 
month ; but then, obſerving the Change 
in his Countenance, that her Report had 
made, in order to diſſipate his Confu- 
ſion, ſhe proceeded, and now Doctor, 
added ſhe, ſhe may be a Match for you, 
well worth your ſceking after. 

Alas! Madam, ſaid he, how can I 
ſeck after the Wite of another Perſon ? 
I muſt own, ſhe was to me the moit 
amiable of her whole Sex; but as my 
Happineſs conſiſted only in hope, Pru- 
dence obliges me to ſubmit, with the 
beſt Grace I am capable of: And to tell 
your Ladyſhip the naked Truth, my 
Purpoſe of appearing in this Part of the 
Country, proceeded from a Deſire of 
knowing, whether ſhe was ſtill diſen- 
gaged or not: For as I am now ina 
Way of ſupporting her, I would gladly 
have received her, as joint Partner of 
all my Benefits in Lite, had I been firſt 
forced to have cloathed her, I * 

er 
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her perſonal Merit ſo much; but may I 
be permitted to know whom ſhe mar- 
ried ? 

Her Ladyſhip replied, a Glouceſterſhire 
Gentleman of Twelve hundred a Year, 
one Mr. B- A-; who after no more 
than ſix Weeks Cohabitation with her, 
left her breeding, of the Son, of whom 
ſhe had juſt lain in. 

Is the Gentleman dead then, Ma- 
dam? ſaid Parſon Rogers in great Earneſt- 
neſs. He is, Sir, ſaid her Ladyſhip, 
and to your no little Emolument too; 
for that, I can plainly perceive. 

Madam, ſaid Mr. Rogers, my Fate 
muſt ſtill be, to ſtand on the loweſt St 
of the Ladder of Fortune. She was 
many Steps above me before, whilſt I 
ſtood upon the bare Earth, that I durſt 
not for my Life look up at her, leſt I 
had been deſpiſed by her; and whilſt 
Fate has been raiſing me to the Height 
of a Round or two, lo! ſhe has almoſt 
reached the Top of it : So that whether 
I may be cver the better for my Prefer- 
ment, with reſpe&t to my Miſtreſs, I 
am ſtill as dubious as ever; but pray, 
Madam, added he, in what Circum- 
ſtances has the Gentleman left her? * 

er 
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Her Lady ſhip replied, that her Join- 
ture was Four Hundred a Year, and 
that the reſt of his Eſtate would go to 
her Son, if he arrived to one and twen- 
ty ; but if he died before that Age, it 
would all come to his Wite, by Direc- 
tion of her Husband's Will 

I am afraid it will not 'do, ſaid Ro- 
gers; but muſt make the Experiment, 
before I can fit down comfortably with- 
out her. I ſhall hope for your Lady- 
ſhip's Intereſt, added he, and ſo ſoon as 
her Month is up, will certainly pay my 
Reſpects to her. 

Her Ladyſhip ſeeming well pleaſed 
thereat, asked Rogers what Preferment 
he had gotten, to tempt the Lady with? 
He replied, the Cure of O—-d—x. Ha! 
faid ſhe, is my Son your Patron? Mr, 
Rogers replied, he was. I wiſh, ſaid her 
Ladyſhip, it may proſper with you. IIl- 
gotten I hings ſeldom do. 

Mr. Rogers could have urged a great 
deal in favour of his Hopes it would ; 
but not chooſing to make an Enemy of 
her Ladyſhip, he paſſed it over in Si- 
lence. 

In ſhort, Ropers having learnt where 
his Miſtreſs lived ; that ſhe had lain-in 

almoſt 
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almoſt three Weeks, and all that he 
judged neceſſary as to her Fortune, re- 
ſolved to make a Puſh for her Aﬀec- 
tion, ſo ſoon as ſhe ſhould be abroad 
again : So that having ſpent one Night 
at Sir Roger's, he ſet out for his Bene- 
fice the next Morning. 

During the ſhort Time of his Stay, 
Sir Roger received a foreign Letter, as 
appeared by the Mark, and Price; but 
from whom it ſhould come, neither he, 
or her Ladyſhip could conceive. It was 
brought in at Tea-time, and her Lady- 
ſhip was even on Tip- toe for its Author; 
when breaking the Seal, Sir Roper, it 
being ſomewhat Duskiſh, withdrew to 
the Window to read it. It contained 
the Words following, | 


RoßERT B—B—T, E/; to Sir Roctr 
BeunT, Bart. 
Sir, 

< T T is my Misfortune to be the Au- 
I] thor of ſuch melancholy News, as 
I muſt hereby tranſmit to a moſt wor- 
thy Family, one of whoſe Branches, 
© | have long had the Honour to be 
© moſt intimate with; till relentleſs De- 

ſtiny, 
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© ſtiny, to my abundant Sorrow, ſnatch- 
© him from my Embraces, on the four- 


SG 6.0: 


A 


teenth Inſtant, IV. S. in this City. 
Lou mult by this Time, Sir, be 
appriſed of the Death of your Son 
Roger here. I have ordered him to 
be embalmed, to preterve him to Erg- 
land, to which Place I ſhall embark 
with the Corpſe, by the very firſt 
Shipping. | 
© | hope, by the Time of my Re- 
turn, you will pleaſe to have lett Or- 
ders for me at Nando's Coffce-houſe, 
between the Temple-Gates, how to dis- 

ſe of the Body, and to whom; as 
I ſhall then be prepared to deliver an 
Account of the Charges attendant 
upon his Illneſs and Conveyance. 
I doubt not, Sir, the Anguiſh of 
Heart my Account muſt diſpenſe to 
your Family; none of whom, believe 
me, Sir, can be more ſenſible of your 
Loſs, than, 

Sir, 
« Your e maſt obedient Servant, 


© RozrrnT Br, 


7 . 4 5 4 * 
Apis, Fes. 1 1 . 


Vat. II. E What 


74 The Hiſtcry of Sir ROGER 


What can be the Meaning of all this? 
ſaid Sir Roper, fo ſoon as he had ended 
it. Nay, cried her Ladyſhip, its paſt 
my Fathoming, I aſſure you. It muſt 
be ſome damned Impoſition upon me, 
{aid Sir Roger, and truly I wiſh my Son 
Roger is not concerned in it. Why, 
Rogers, ſaid he, to the Parſon, it is ſcarce 
four Months ſince, that one M- gt, 
a Surgeon I ſuppoſe he is, wrote me 
from London, that my Son was dying of 
the Pox. 

Out upon you! Sir Roger, ſaid my 
Lady. Prithec, Mall, don't interrupt 
me, replied he. What nced have I, to 
my Friend Rogers, to run about in a 
periphraſtical Manner, as M—g— did, 
when one Word will expreſs my Mean- 
ing? I ſay, Rygers, added he, this 
M—g—t wrote me ſuch Word, and 
that he could not live a Week to an 
End. Well! away went her Ladyſhip 
and I to London, to take leave of him. 
We miſs'd him, however; and upon 
our Return, what ſhould ſalute me, but 
another Letter from this ſame I- gt; 
though what Profeſſion he is of, I 
know not to this Hour, Another Let- 
ter, 1 ſay, to tell me he had tried a 

Trick 
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Trick that would ſet Nager upon hs 
Legs again; but Moncy ! on y was 
wanting, Well! I ſent two hundred 
Pounds, which one would have thouglit 
might have ſet up any Man, that had 
not been dead indeed ; and ſo we hoped 
all would go well with Roger ; but ſcarce 
two Months had paſſed again, before 
Reper's, two hundred Pounds worth of 
Phyſſex and Attendance was all ſwal- 
lowed and gone, and more Moncy mult 
be had to complcat his Cure. 

Would you now think it, Ropers ? 
ſaid he, (my Wife there, ſhe perſuaded 
me to it) I ſent him another two hun- 
dred Pounds, which was to wind up the 
Bottom; and by this Time, I expected 
to have received him from their Hands, 
as ſpick and ſpan a new Man, as ever 
came out of the powdering Tub ; but 
now, truly! the living Man at London, 
is dead at Naples. 

Why, was there ever ſuch a Cheat 
put upon Man before! and here's one 
B—b—:, I think he calls himſelf, that 
wants Payment of a Bill for embalming 
and Navigation too; which I am to pay, 
I ſuppoſe, amount it to what it will. 

E-2 Woll! 
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Well! ſuppoſe you are, Sir Roper, 
ſaid my Lady, who can help it? Muſt 
not every one bury his own Children? — 
Jam ſure, ſaid her Ladyſhip, weeping 
ſorely, your Humours, added to the 
Loſs of my dear Child, are enough to 
ſend me to my Grave ſoon after him. 

Is the Woman mad! ſaid Sir Roper. 
Rot me, if I believe the Boy is dead, or 
has ever been ill at all. Nay, before [1 
pay a Farthing more for him, will I be 
well ſatisfied of it too. What! would 
you diſturb the dear Creature's Remains 
in his Coffin, you barbarous Man? ſaid 
her Ladyihip. Yes, replied the Baronet, 
that I will ; were he an hundred Foot 
under Ground, I'd have him up again, 
to be ſatisfied. 

Who knows what Sort of a Bill this 
Fellow intends to make me? There's 
four hundred Pounds gone already, for 
ſetting him up, as they called it; and 
who knows, but I may be charged twice 
as much, for laying him down again, 
Why, it will account to a Fortune for 
a younger Child. I tell you, Wite, 
added he, they ſhall have not a Doit 
from me, till 1 firſt know whether Ro- 
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er is living or dead or no, and every 
T hing elſe about it. 

Mr. Rogers was every now and then 
appealed to, during this Debate; but 
he knowing little of the Matter, ſave 
what Sir Keger had told him, replicd 
only by now and then a Hem, a Nod 
of his Head, or a to- be- ſure; nor wait- 
ed Sir Reger tor other Anſwer, himlclf 
being ſo full of © xdamation, thit had 
not Supper coin in to appeaule him, n 
ore knows When he might have enced. 


CHAP; VI. 


FJoiurncy to London, to B--b—t. Cc- 
cond Countermand to Daniel. Kootr's 
Corpſe arrives. My Loavy dies, Joc 
ene Hir Roger bis J. eticrs and a- 
niet's Confrfpicn, Robins roar nettes 
Roger 19 Joe, &r Roger's L {ter 
to lum. 
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CIR Revvy and his Lady, having the 
k 7 next Day ſcanned over every Parti. 
cular of the "Jail Letter; as they lad 
now ſomewhat of a better Scent to ten- 
low, than upon their laſt Tour, rev 
upon a Journey to Landon, to gam c 
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cular Teftimony how Matters ſtood 
there: For the Baronct was not to be 
rerſugded, that his Son was dead yet. 

hey kt out accordingly, with their 
own 1 quipage, not doubting but they 
mould arrive at the End of their Jour- 
ney within the Week, at moderate tra- 
veil:ng ; but one of their Cattle coming 
in lame on the ſecond Night, and not 
being able to ſtir out of the Stable next 
Morning, they were obliged to leave a 
Pair, and the Poſtillion behind them at 
D:nccir, and to profecute their Jour- 
nNey Mun four only. 

The third Pay's Journey was but a 
ſort one: For one of the wheel Horſcs 
having taken a Nail in his Foot, it had 
ran ſo deep before the Coachman per- 
ceived it, that they werde obliged to lye 
ſnhort at Tuxford, and {end back for the 
ſoind Horte, to proceed with in his 
room the next Day. 

They had feveral other trifling Halts 
upon the Road, which delayed them 
for full ten Days; but at length they 
arrived at Nando's Coffte-houſe, where 
Inquiry was made for Mr, B— t. 

It had happened moſt luckily, that 
this Gentleman had arrived from * 

tue 
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the very foregoing Night, and had that 
Day been to ſeten his Baggage from on 
Slupboard ; having leit Word with the 
People ot the Lioule, that if any Perſon 
inquired tor him out uf the Country, he 
would certainly be back in the Evening, 
and ſhould be gad to know where he 
could ipeak wit hin. 

This M: fage was delivered in at he 
Coach WMO; and Sir Reger hav; 
inquired for a goc Inn. was recon:- 
mended to the "Mar tbercugh's | .cad, 
where he promiſed to tarry ull he beard 
further. 

About Nine o'Clock, a Porter cam: 
to inquire for ir Keger, to 6 t ling 
know that Mr. B U wu lor him 
at Nando s; but if ir Kr mint 
have had all the Its in bis \ ay 


thither, he would not have ſtired one ek 


his Inn any more that Night; bots he 
and his Laily being then tipping ci a 
B:ſop, before they went to Bed. Su 
N ger returne:] Ant wer there fore, that 
would call upon the Gentleman in the 
Mor ing, or would wait for him at his 
Inn, if he pleaſed, and that he ſhout. 

be ſtirring by Eleven at ſartheſt. 
— T 
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This Account no ways agreeing with 
Mr. B—b—t, who was to be on Ship- 
board next Morning ſo ſoon as it would 
be Light, to ſce after the landing of 
ſome Buſts and Pictures that he had on 
Board, which might probably detain 
bim all Day; he immediately ſtept to 
tre Inn, and caught the Gentry juſt as 
they were going to Bed. 

Having ſaluted each other, Mr. 
E—b—t laid before Sir Reger his Ac- 
count, Debtor and Creditor, of all that 
he had disburſed for his Son, both in his 
Iife-time, and ſince his Deceale ; with 
an Article tur Freight, which he flood 

engaged for, but had not yet paid, 
an cuating in tlic M Hole to three-hun- 
cred and eleven Pounds. Sir Reger 
was amazed at the Account, alledging, 
that he had renntted to his Son within 
tlie laſt alf Year, fix hundred Pounds; 
but added, mat beſore he would pay 
any moe lun, be Would be certain that 
his Sen was teat, anc! then gave his 
Reaſon, four that his Son could not die 
at Nefies, whalit be lived at Zenden. 
He told B-- t that one M—g—t, 
tad ſert lim Word of his Son's 1ilnefs 
in Town, and ba from Iimc to lime, 

d rained 
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dramed four hundred Pounds from him 
tor his Cure. Now pray, Sir, ſaid dir 
Roger, wWlien went my Son to 1toly ? 
About ſix Mon:hs ago, Sir, replicd 
B—b—t, and as well in Health then, 
as ever he was in his Days; but Sir, 
added Mr. B- t, I believe you muſt 
have been impoſed upon, by that ſame 
AM—g—t you ſpeak of; though ] can- 
not lay I know him: For that upon my 
deſigning for Italy, my Friend £7runt 
had a valt Inclination tor going with me, 
and you then- abouts returning him half 
a Year's Allowance, he agreed ſo to 
do; but one 1 hing or other delaying us, 
poor Roger's Creduors grew fo impor- 
tunate with him, that they ſtripped him 
of all his Caſh, as he afterwards told 
me, and obliged him to have recourſ? 
to this M—g—#, as you call him, (for 
now I recollect his Name) for a further 
Supply. 

This Man, he told me, added 
B—b—f, lent him fifty Pounds, ſor 
which he gave him a Bond for a, Hun- 
dred; the Lender alledging the Haz- 
zard of the Seas, and the little Iikcli- 
hood of ever being repaid, in caſe cf 
any Accident to the Borrower 3 but 
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Reger never had more than fifty Pounds 
of him, I can ſafely ſay; nor indeed 
could he: For I was forced to provide 
him, added he, from within a Month 
of our Departure from Lenden. 

Sir Roger knew not what to make of 
all this; but the Gentleman, he thought, 
ſpoke very fairly : So that deferring the 
Adjuſtment of Accounts, by Conſent, to 
a future Meeting, Mr. B—b—t engaged 
as the next Day, to ſee the Corpſe con- 
veyed from the Water-ſide, to an Un- 
dertaker's very near to Sir Roger's Inn, 
where he might give what Orders he 
pleaſed for the Interment ; and thus con- 
cluded the Buſineſs of the Night. 

Sir Roger now beginning to credit 
the Death of his Son, would have given 
all his Eſtate to have been in Zeorifbire 
again: For that if Daniel ſhould have 
ſucceeded in his Attempt upon Joe, be- 
fore he could put a Stop to it, he ſhould 
never have another Moment's Peace for 
his whole Life-time, Sir Roger was now 
ſo occupied by theſe A pprehenſions, and 
he tumbled ſo from Side to Side in his 
Bed, that neither he or his Lady could 
get the leaſt Wink of Sleep ; for which 
Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, and fearing ſhe ſnould but have 
the ſecond Part of the ſame Game vith 
him, ſhe had ſuffered fo much from at 
her own Houle ; ſhe aroſe, and ſat up 
in her Chair all Night; reſolving not to 
enter the Bed again, till Day- light, and 
till Sir Roger ſhould have quitted it. 

The next Day, Sir Reger wrote the 
following Lines to Danie!. 


Sir Roctr BRUN T Danitr, 


Dear Daniel, 
TOP your Hand till you hex 


again from me. Sce me as bon 
afrer my Return as you can, which 
will be in fourteen Days at fartheſt, 
and you ſhall ind me the ſame ſteady 
Man in my Lerformance, as ever. 


„ 


Tur Friend to ſerve you, 


© R. BRUN Tr.“ 


This Sir Nager having directed as be- 
fore, put it into the Yolt himſelf, that 
it might not fail of going, and then be- 

came 
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came ſomewhat eaſier again: But no 
two poor Devils, upon Farth, looked 


more like Haggs, than Sir Roger and 
his Lady, from the Fatigue of the paſt 
Night; till juſt as they were about to 
have taken their Afternoon's Naps, and 
were dropping to Sleep in their Chairs, 
the Undertaker's Man came to let them 
know, that the Corpſe was arrived at 
his Maſter's. 

This thoroughly rouſing them, filled 
them with Sighs and Tears; till arriving 
at the Undertaker's, and beholding the 
Repoſitory of their dear Son, they broke 
out into open Lamentations. 

Her Ladyſhip called out to open the 
Coffin; but Sir Roger was abſolutely 
againſt it. He could not endure ſuch 
Sights, he ſaid, and adviſed her by all 
Means to deſiſt; but whatever he could 
urge was in vain: For ſhe could never 
reſt in Peace, ſhe ſaid, unleſs ſhe was 

mitted to kiſs him. 

The Undertaker alledged many Rea- 
ſons to the contrary; as the Length of 
Time he had been kept; his being in- 
cloſed in Lead, and ſoldered down ; 
with the Damage it would be to that, 

as 
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as well as Difficulty, to uncover it; but 
all would not avail, her Lady ſhip was 
determined, and ſo it muſt be. 

She had her Deſire, and alſo Sir Ro- 
ger his Gratification, in the Certainty of 
its being the Corpſe of his own Son; 
but the Stench that had collected, from 
fo long, and cloſe a Cuntinement, fo 
affected her Ladyſhip, for Sir Roger 
would not endure the Room during the 
Operation, that ſhe never got it out of 
her Stomacn more; but ſickening im- 
mediately upon it, died ſoon after her 
return to Yorkſhrre. 

During the Day or two that Sir Roger 
had to ſpare, before Mr. B—+b—:t could 
wait upon him again, he had employed 
himſelf in ſearching into that Gentle- 
man's Character; nor had he any Rea- 
fon from thence to complain of the 
Choice his Son had made of a Com- 
ion; but as to M—g—:, no News was 

to be heard of him : So that Sir Roger 
contenting himſelf that it was no worſe, 
was forced to ſubmit to the Fraud he 
had put upon him. 

Mr. B—b—: being now cleared off, 
Sir Roger gave Orders for the Corpſc » 
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be interred in his Family Vault in his 
own Pariſh, and ſent Orders for his Fa- 
mily*s going into Mourning, againſt his 
return with the Corpſe, which he in- 
tended to accompany down, in an 
hired Mourning Coach, for Expedition 
ſake. 

The Death of her Ladyſhip, the 
Right-hand of her Husband, for Ad- 
vice in all his arduous Affairs, and the 
Loſs of his Son, whoſe Advancement 
in Life had provided him of Employ- 
ment for ſome Years paſt, left Sir Xoger 
ſuch a Caput Mortuum in his own Family, 
that he neither cared how Things went, 
or who was uppermoſt ; till about a 
Week after his Lady's Deceaſe, he 
received a Pacquet from his Son Fee, 
which being ſent by old Rebins, ſur- 
prized him not a little; but what had 
he to Conjecture, when in caſting his 
Eyes over the Superſcriptions of the ſe- 
veral Papers, contained in the Pacquet, 
he found ſome of them of his own 
Hand Writing. 

Theſe preſently recollecting, he was 
in the utmoſt Contuſion ; not well know- 
ing what to think ; but breaking up * 

only 
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only one of them that was ſealed, and 
finding it ſubſcribed with his Son Joe's 
Hand, he read it as tollows. 


Joszen BruxT, Ei; to Sir Rock 


CTT 


BRUNT. 


 Homoured Sir, 


HE late Mortality in our Fa- 

mily ſhould convince us, that we 
are not made for any long Duration 
here; for Providence has by their Fate 
ſhewn us, that both the Young and 
Old muſt equally attend its Call. Why 
then ſhould we endeavour to anticipate 
the fatal Stroke, either to ourſelves or 
others ? 
The Doctrines of the Goſpel tend 
mainly to Love and Charity, even for 
our Enemies. What Intereſt then can 
we who are Chriſtians, or at leaſt pro- 
feſs to be Diſciples of our General, 
have to depart from that Unity there 
recommended to all Men at large, and 
and much more to thoſe of the ſame 
Blood and Family 
This I could wiſh to be otherwiſe; 
nor deſpair I to live till it happens. 


We 
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We are all at Times overtaken by the 
Rankneſs of our Paſſions, to engage 
in ſuch Enterprizes as our molt ſerious 
Reflections abhor. To avoid theſe, 
then, a ftcady Subduction of our Paſ- 
ſions muſt Icad the Way; when a 
little Conſideration wall convince us all, 
that we have a Duty to purſue in Life, 
and that once ſedulouſly commenced, 
we ſhall find far leſs Trouble thah 
Pleaſure to reſult from the Proſecution 
of it at preſent, beſides ihe ineſtimable 
Benefit it may be cf to us in the 
future, 

« You will herewith receive, Sir, ſome 
Evidences of an Over-haſtineis in your 
Reſolves ; which, from ſome of the 
other Papers alſo incloſed, I would 
preſume you have retracted. I have 
been acquainted with them from the 
Day after their firſt iſſuing from you, 
Sir; nor can any of our i'rivacies be 
ſo abſolutely jo, as to be ſcreened from 
the All- ſceing Eye, who, for his own 
wiſe Purpoſes, ſuffers ſome to proceed 
to Action, whilit he cruſhes others in 
the Egg, and renders them abortive. 
© Let us not then ſtrive to refiit the 


Arm that will be too mighty tor us; 


* Iſt 
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leſt the Vengeance directed to another 
falls upon our own Heads. 

* Your Agent, Sir, not thinking him 
worthy of a further Communication 
with my Domelticks, I have ſettled in 
a reputable Way of Lite for himſelf ; 
where, but through his own Neglect, 
he may glorify that Hand which di- 
verted lum from his projected Miſ- 
chief. (though under the moſt acute 
Pains) to the Avoidance of far more 
intenſe and endleſs Miſeries. 

IJ am, Sir, in Charity with all Men, 
and readily yielding all Deſerence to 
your lawiul Commands, 


« Tour maſt aſtectionate Son, 
« Jostrn BRUxr.“ 
P. S. I would not keep the Papers I 
have ſent you by me, leſt, perad- 
venture, they had fallen into im- 


proper Hands.“ 


Sir Reger was ſo confounded at read- 


ing this Letter, and the Sight of the 
Papers that accompanied it, that he 
could not ſufficienti) magnify his Son's 


Benevolence 
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Benevolence to him: For by Daniel's 
original Confeſſion, ſigned by his own 
Hand, and dated the very Day after he 
had left him with his firit Commiſſion, 
and all the ſuccecding Papers, he could 
no way queſtion his Son's being as tho- 
roughly apprized of the whole Tranſac- 
tion as himſelf; but as old Rebins, he 
was ſenſible, muſt have been admitted 
to the Secret, by his ſigning as an Evi- 
dence to Dariels ( onteflion, ſo he 
thought it would be the unravelling of 
no new Scene to him, ſhould hc enter 
into Conference with him further about 
It, 

He formed to himſelf ſeveral Conſe- 
quences, which mult, moſt probably, 
reſult from ſuch Diſcourſe with Robins ; 
but could find none that ſhould divert 
his Aim from {till a clearer Penetration 
into his Son's Sentimcnts, from the 
Knowledge Robins mult neceflar ily have 
of them: So that ordering Robins in to 
him, after an Inquiry into his Son's 
Health, and his own, he began for his 
own Purpoſe. 

Robins, ſaid he, are you acquainted 
with the Contents of my Son's Letter ? 
I cannot ſay I am nor, anſwered ve 

Ani: 
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And can'ſt thou ſay what was his Intent 
by it? asked Sir Roger. Surely, Sir, 
anſwered Robins, to ſhew you how little 
Men are Maſters of the Succels of their 
own Undertakings; and from thence, if 
poſſible, to bring you to a more cordial 
and friendly way of thinking of him. 
Art thou ſure this was the Cauſe of it? 
ſaid Sir Roger. As I can well be of any 
thing, that I don't think myſelf, ſaid 
Robins; tor that I am certaia my Maſter 
loves your Honour with the ſincereſt 
Affection; nor throughout the many 
Occaſions you have given him of Com- 
plaint, has he ever given any Part of 
theſe ranſactions a. worſe Name, than 
your permitting your Paſſions to ſuppreſs 
your Reaſun, which once ſubmitted to, 

e uſed to ſay, would place him in a 
far other Light before you, than he then 
ſtood. 

Has he never threatened to have me 
cv tor this Combination againſt 
us Life? demanded Sir Roger. Punith- 
ed! Sir, ſaid Robins, To have you 
puniſhed! no ſurcly My Maſter would 
looner ſubmit to be torn Piece-meal with 
red-hot Pincers, Sir, I am well aſſured, 


than 
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than offer the leaſt Aſſent to your Pu- 
niſhment, good Soul! 

Robins, ſaid Sir Reger, I am convict- 
ed. I am aſhamed ot myſelf; and pri- 
thee, Rebins, added he, be thou my 
Interce ſſor to Joe for his Forgiveneſs. 

My whole Houſe, added Sir Roper, 
has beca one continued Scene of Con- 
fuſion, ever ſince I purpoſcd to have put 
a Deceit upon him; nor ever will its 
T ranquillity be re-eſtabliſhed till we are 
at Unity again. There is no Reſiſtance 
can avail againſt the Will of Heaven, as 
my Son wiſcly ſays; and had I ſooner 
applied my Mind to that way of think- 
ing, how happy had it been for me? 
But it is now paſt, and if he is pro- 
nounced happy, who gains Caution from 
the Misfortuncs of others, let me collect 
Wiſdom from my own. 

This Story ot my Failing, continued 
he, has it been ſpread from Ear to Ear 
in your Part of the Country? Alas! 
Sir, faid Rzbins, but tor the Neceſſity of 
Witncts to Daniel's Confeſſion, my Maſter 
had been tov ſcrupulous of your Honour 
to have let me into the Secret, I can 
aſſure you, therefore, it has never eſcaped 
my Lips, and I will be ſworn to my 

Maſter's 
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Maſter*s Taciturnity : Then only Daniel 
lives, who could propagate it; and I 
believe you, Sir, may anſwer for him, 
added Robins. 

Surely ! ſaid Sir Roper, never Father 
had more Cauſe to boaſt of a Son than 
I have. Would any Man in Poſſeſſion 
of his Enemy*s Weapons, ſurrender them, 
unleſs he loved his Perſon ? No, it can- 
not be: Then, Robins, added the old 
Gentleman, tell Foe from me, I'm ſtill 
his Father, and for ever will be ſo; and 
in Teſtimony that he chooſes ſtill to be 
a Son to me, ſend him to my Embraces, 
that he may give me Evidence of it 
from his own Lips. My Doors ſhall 
never more be ſhut againſt a Son ſo ten- 
der of my Honour as thy Matter has 
been : But hold ! Robins, added he, 
tarry with me this Night, that I may 
tranſmit my Heart to him, under my 
own Hand. 

At Robins's Return, the next Morn- 
ing, he delivered him the following Let- 
ter for his Son. 


Se 
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Sir Roctr BRAUN T 7% Jostrn BruNT, 


EJq; 


© Dear Son, 


F thou canſt ſtill admit me to the 
Name of Father, who have ſo in- 


© jured you by my Misbehaviour, no 


* 


1 


Meſſage from the Height of Heaven 
itſelf could have rapt my very Soul in 
more delightful Extaſies than your 
condeſcending Letter hath introduced 
to me, and old Robins will leave me 
in. 
* Nay, but that I can have Confidence 
in him that cannot falſify even in his 
external Ceremonies, I ſhould condemn 
my own Credulity, that you can ever 
be reconciled to me, who have ſo groſly 
miſintended towards you: But, vain 
Man ! how can I annoy what Heaven 
itſelf defends ! 
© It would be needleſs, my dear Son, in 
me, to attempt adequately to delineate 
my own Guilt, or thy Virtues ; Words 
failing me, to paint either in its true 
Colourings. All that I am to bleſs 
ſuperior Guidance now for, 1s, the 
blaſting of my Projects, and * 
For- 
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« Forgiveneſs, which old Robins aſſures 


me of. 

* One Thing I have ſtill to beg of my 
© dear Son, that ſome of the latter 
Months of our Lives may be ſtruck 
© out of our Accounts ; and that when 
we meet again, my impious Aims may 
be no more remembered ; but that the 
re-uniting Heart of my dear Child 
may yield itſelt, without Reſerve, to 
the moſt repentant Boſom of his then 


© Moſt honoured Father, 


© R. BxunT,? 


:. 7-0 


CHAP YE. 


Joe reads his Father*s Letter. Diſcourſe 
with Robins thereon. Joe at his Fa- 
tber . Propoſes a Match for Peggy. 
Diſcourſe upon Self-Conqueſt, and Mar- 
riage Settlements, Marries Peggy. 
Sends two of his Brothers to the Uni- 


verſity. 


PON KRobins's Return, Foe read 

in his Countenance his favourable 
Reception, he told him, It has been ſo 
indced, 
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indeed, ſaid Robins; till even my Com- 
paſſion was raiſcd for the old Gentleman, 
in equal Degree as for yourſelf, Sir; 
but 1 will not anticipate what he may 
have here ſaid to you himſelf ; and then 
he delivered to his Maſter Sir Roger's 
Letter. 

Joe wept profuſely whilſt he read the 
Letter; and having finiſhed it, my Fa- 
ther is but ſhort, ſaid he ; but here is 
Subſtance, Robins. His paſt Miſconduct 
ſtings him. He muſt feel Compunction, 
and that may be extravagant too. — | 
muſt not ſuffer it to laſt upon him. — 
My Father's aged, — and it may affect 
him mortally. — Order my Horſe by 
Peep of Day to-morrow, with Linen for 
three Days.— I'll ſpend a whole one and 
two Nights with him. — Let Jobn pre- 

to attend me, unleſs thy Limbs can 
ſtand the double Exerciſe. — I'd rather 
have thee with me, Robins. — Speak 
art thou able ? Recollect thyſelf. 
Force not an Injury to thy tottering 
Frame. How ſay'ſt thou? 

O! my deareſt Sir, ſaid Robins, were 
I ſure it was to be the laſt Time I ſhould 
ever ſtride my Horſe more, I will with 
Gladneſs follow you, for the Pleaſ 2 
mu 
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muſt imbibe as a Spectator of the happy 
Re-union between my old Maſter and 
you. Nay, ſhould I that Inſtant fall, 
Fd die contentedly. 

Thus far we are ſettled then, ſaid 
Joe. Well! and how behaved my Fa- 
ther, added he, upon the Receipt of my 
Letter? I believe it ſurprized him not 
a little, ſaid Robins; for he ſent for me 
to him, asked if I knew the Contents 
of your Meſſage ; and, I preſume, was 
glad to hear that I did: For he knew 
not how to conceive that you, who had 
been the injured Party, ſhould make 
ſuch an Advance to a real Reconciliation, 
and therefore he was deſirous of your 

neral Sentiments from me: But when 

had laid theſe open to him, to his Sa- 
tisfact ion, never Man ſhew*d more Jo- 
kens of Gratitude and ſincere Joy than 
himſclf, upon that Occaſion. Inſomuch 
that you really think him ſincere? ſaid 
Joe It ever Man was, replied Robins, 
believe him fo. 

What Miſchief do People run them- 
ſelves into, ſaid Joe, through the Intem- 
perature of their Paſſions! They look 
upon every wry Word as an Indignity, 
and this they muſt return in Kind. — 

Vol. II. F Thew 
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Their haughty Stomachs are too ſtiff to 
bend ; but Injury with Injury muſt be 
ever anſwered, be _ will the Conſe- 
nce : Whence endleſs Quarrels, Law- 
\its Proſecutions ; ſo that, in ſhort, a 
Man lives in perpetual Hoſtilities with 
all aronnd him ; nor can two, of any 
Eminence in Life, engage in the Liſts of 
Contention, but by Backbiting and mali- 
cious Whiſperings; each ſtriving to depre- 
ciate the other in the general Voice; the 
whole Neighbourhood, by taking Sides, 
are ſoon involved in the Diſpute, and 
form ſuch Enmities as Time itſelf can 
ſcarce allay again. Then how much 
better were it to ſuſtain an Injury peace- 
ably, and let Things rub on till the Op- 
preſſor faints at his own Works, under 
the Diſappointment of not affecting the 
injured Party by them ! for very Malice 
Sake he then will ceaſe, for want of Fuel 
to ſupport his Cauſe ; for who purſues 
an Enemy who always flies? No, *tis 
Reſiſtance fans the Flames of Obſtinacy, 
till raging, poſſibly, beyond Controul, 
the Incendiary and the Incenſed are equal 
Sharers in the Suffering. 
Were it not better then to wait a- 
while? In every of theſe Caſes, Wrath, 
Malice, 
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Malice, Violence, will waſte by Time; 
=> is not everlaſting ; foul Practices 
and Projects wear upon Reflection, till 

Shame diſpells them, and they fall of 
courſe. Perhaps a good Turn offered 
Ne 
vengeful Purpoſes; at leaſt, oppoſe not, 
what are you the worſe? Let it alone, it 


and diſſipated. 

Not, added Joe, that I would have a 
Man to live incautiouſly, whilſt Miſchief 
waits him; that were Fool-hardineſs, 


Self-preſervation is a Law of Nature, 


and nothing is more juſtifiable than to 
repel A ; but let the Perſon firſt 
be aſſaulted ; for whilſt the Evil ſubſiſts 
but in Threats, it may ſtill be as diſtant 
as had it never been conceived ; ſuch 
numberleſs intervening Accidents ma 
prevent it. 

Robins replied, that the Iſſue, in the 
Caſe before them, had certainly proved 
more ſucceſsful, than if Foe had proſe- 
cuted his Father for conſpiring his Death. 
He could not but allow that, he ſaid ; 
but yet few, very few, would have fat 
contented, under ſuch apparent Hazard 
as he had for ſome Time run, 


F 2 Toe 


feeds but on itſelf, till all is conſumed 
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Joe admitted the Hazard, and that 
few would have rcſted under ſuch in- 
tended Injurics ; but would not agree to 
the Rectitude of their Proceedings; for 
that he was well aſſured, he ſaid, as that 
there was a Providence over-ruling the 
Affairs of Men, that the meck and in- 
offenſive Man ever came off, in the long 
run, leſs prejudiced by the evil Machi- 
nations of others, than the furious and 
hcadſtrong Revenger of them. 

In this, and the Ike Diſcuurſe. paſſed 
the Evcnirg ; ard the next Night 7ce 
ſpent at his Father's. 

It cannot be expected from me, who 
am but an unaffected Relator of ſuch 
Paſſages as have reached me at ſecond- 
hand, that I ſhould deſcribe every Look, 
Motion, and Affection of the human 
Soul, as they ſeemed darting through 
the Countcnance and Air of Je and his 
Father, at fiſt View of each other; 
neither will I attempt it; but if Robins, 
who was preſent, may be credited, there 
was that Commixture of Majeſty, Sup- 
plicatorineſs, Love, Awe, and Com- 
placency, expreſſively depicted in each 
of their Faces, as ſtruck him, the ſole 

Spectator 
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Spectator thereof, with both Reverence 
and Amazement. 

They met each other hailily, vhen 
Joe deicending to his kn-e, and Cialiircy 
his Father's, the old Gentleman, wit bis 
Right Hand on Joe's Head, iſſucd forth 
a long and pathetic Rencdistin over 
him. His Father then raiſing him, they 
moſt tenilerly embracing, wept on ca 1 
others Neck for a conſiderable Space; 
when being parted but for a Moment's 
Breath, ſolemnly having kiſſed cach other, 
Sir Roper led his Son to a Chair, nearcit 
his own Right land, and ordered Re- 
bins to ſend in a Servant with ſome Wine 
for him. 

This Je begg'd he might be excuſed 
from; he drinking at any 1ime but 
little ſtrong Liquors, and thoſe never be- 
tween Ins Meals : But for a Diſh of Tea, 
if his Father pleaſed, he ſhould be 
obliged to him: So that Rebins was now 
deſired to ſend in a Servant with the Tea 
Equipage. 

What wight have happened in his Ab- 
ſence, Rabius could not ſay; but lie never 
after obſcrved the leaſt Reſerve or Shy- 
neſs whatever in either to the other; but 
they behaved as Father and Son, the 
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moſt affectionate and dutiful, during the 
whole Time of their Stay : For though 
Fce had not provided himſelf for ſuch 
an Abſence from home, becauſe he would 
not fatigue Robins with the Portage of 
any Incumbrance, his Father would not 
part with him till the Fortnight's End ; 
and then engaged, when the Weather 
proved more commodious for travelling, 
to come over and pay him a Viſit. 

A thorough Intercourſe being now 
ſettled between the two Families, Joe's 
Brothers and Siſters were frequently trip- 

ing over to him, and in about two 
onths after his Father brought a whole 
Coach full of them. After a Day or 
two ſpent together, Joe propoſed to him 
a Match that he had in his Eye for his 
Siſter Peggy, which he hoped, he ſaid, 
would prove agreeable to him, the Gen- 
tleman having a pretty Eſtate, of which 
he farmed a great deal, making it his 
ſole Delight, and was eſteemed to have 
as keen a Judgment that Way, as any 
Man in the County. His Eſtate, Joe 
ſaid, was a good Six Hundred a Year ; 
but he was a moſt worthy and honeſt 
Man, and, as he judged, not adifted to 
the leaſt Debauchery. He was aWidower, 
* having 
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having not buried his Wife above ten 
Months, had no Child living, and was 
in his thirtieth Lear. 

Joe having given the old Baronet this 
conciſe Hiſtory of Mr. H—b—:, for 
that was the Gentleman's Name, waited 
for his Approbation. Foe, ſaid Sir Ro- 
ger, you know I am not prepared for 

toning her at preſent. O! Sir, re- 
plied Zoe, I only ſought your Thoughts 
of the Match, and whether it might 

ve to your Taſte or not ; and then 
I ſhall proceed accordingly. My Siſter, 
I know, likes the Man, though I have 
oppoſed his ever mentioning the Affair 
to her, till I might by ſome ſuch agree- 
able Means, as the preſcnt, have your 
Concurrence in it. 

I ſhould be glad, methinks, to ſee 
the Gentleman, ſaid Sir Roger; but as 
to any Thing further, I mult leave that 
to you, I find. Joe replied, that he 

purpoſed to do, at leaſt, as well by her 
as he had done by her Siſter Sally; tho? 
he had Thoughts, in caſe Mr. H—b—t 
would ſettle his whole Eſtate in Join- 
ture upon her, for her Life, it he died 
without Iſſue, of making her worth ſix . 

thouſand Pounds to lin. 
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Do as thou wilt, Child, ſaid Sir Ro- 
ger. I am perſwaded, that ſhould I die 
beſore the Morrow, I ſhall not leave my 
younger Children fatherleſs. 

Methinks! Son, added Sir Roger, it 
is Time for you to look out amongſt 
the young, Ladies round you, for a Wife 
for yourſelf. I ſhould be rejoiced to ſce 
you well married, with a little Family 
about you. Time enough, Time enough, 
Sir, ſaid Joe, when 1 have diſpoſed of 
my Brothers and Siſter. Not, added 
he, that I have been altogether with- 
out ſuch an Inchnation for this Twelve- 
Month paſt; but I have conſidered, 
that ſhould j marry, every Woman will 
not be pleaſed with my Liberality to my 
own Family. So many Calls as I mutt 
have from them, may occaſion her Com- 
plaint for my anſwering them; and then, 
if we ſhould have Children, every Pen- 
ny I ſhall advance to my Brothers and 
Siſters, ſhe will look vpon as a Robbery 
committed upon them. So that all 
Things weighed and put together, add- 
ed he, I think to decline Matrimony 
myſelf till they are all ſettled, and off 
my Hands. 

You 
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You ſpeak Son, ſaid Sir Roger, as if 
you at preſent had an acceptable Laily 
in your Eye. I have fo, Sir, laid he; 
but ſhe muſt wait, if ſhe expects me, 
I can tell you Son, replied Sir Royer, 
few young Men have that Prudence ; ; 
nor can you be a little Maſter of your 
Paſſions, that can thus careleſly neglect 
a Lady, upon whom you have once 
placed an Affection. 

It is generally ſaid fo, Sir, replied 
Joe; but my Cpinion is, that no Man 
ſhould hope tor Conqueſt over another, 
who cannot firſt ſubdue himſelf, and his 
own Appctites : For which Reaſon, I 
begin with theſe ; nor ſhould I judge my- 
ſelf Superior to the brute Creation, could 
I not oblige my Paſſions to ſubſcribe to 
my Reaſon : For {urely, he that can- 
not, muſt act moſt unreaſonably. 

The Univerſity, Son, ſaid Sir Reger, 
has made a thorough Philoſopher of 
you. Itis no Virtue of the Place, be- 
lieve me! Sir, ſaid Foe, that has made 
me one, if | am as you lay ; but merely 
a Deſire of acting in Liſe, in ſuch Man- 
ner as | may approve of to mylclt : For 
I will venture to ſay, that whocver docs 
otherwiſe, is inconſiſtent with lundclf, 
F 5 aud 
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and muſt live perpetually ſubject to his 
own Condemnation; which, in my Mind, 
muſt deſtroy all the true Reliſh of Liv- 


ing. 

I ſhould ſcarce, were I you, Son, ſaid 
Sir Roger, ſuſtain the Uneaſineſs of a 
Privation of the Lady I loved, for fo 


long as you may yet do, before all your 


i 


o, no, Sir, anſwered Joe, win and 
wear, ſay I, Deſerve and have, is my 
Principle. What Man will look upon 
5 as obligated to me, for giving 
him his Due, when he pleaſes to de- 
mand it? No, no, Sir, I conceive my- 
ſelf to be in the right Way of Thinking 
already, the leaſt Variation from which 
muſt give me ſuch Pain, as no imagi- 
nary Compenſation can counter vail. 
You are of a peculiar Way of Think- 
ing, Joe, ſaid his Father; but 2 
te 
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tell you, it ever you mean to marry at 
all, your Lady will look out ſharp for 
a Settlement. And highly reaſonable ſhe 
ſhould have one, porportionate to the 
Portion ſhe brings me, ſaid Joe. Why, 
then you muſt put your Eſtate out of 
your own Power, ſaid Sir Reger. For 
her Life, Sir, replied Foe. And think 
you, ſaid Sir Roper, that ſhe won't have 
it limitted to her Children too? She is 
no Wite for me then, anſwered his Son, 
] can aſſure you, Sir. 

Can any Man in Reaſon, added Joe, 
tell me, that becauſe I happen to have a 
good Eſtate, I muſt ſettle it upon I 
know not whom ? or that a Child, that 
is to be born perhaps twenty Years 
hence, will be better qualified to diſpoſe 
of it, than I am? I ſhould laugh, per- 
haps, at ſuch Perſons ; but never fall in 
with his Meaſures. 

T he old Gentleman ſhaking his Head ; 
Sir, ſaid Joe, ſuppoſe my Wife proves 
falſe to my Bed; is it juſtifiable that 
another Man's Child ſhould enjoy my 
Eſtate, in Spite of my Terth, becauſe 
it happens to be born of my Wife? and 


this it muſt do, in caſe of the Settle- 


ment you ſpeak of. 
Shall 
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Shall I ſuffer a Madman, a Repro- 
bate, a Highwayman, or whatever elſe 
can be viler than theſe, to inherit my 
Eſtate, added Foe, becauſc I was ſo im- 
rudent as to give it him before he was 
rn, or could have the leaſt Experi 
of his Qualifications for the Manage- 
ment of it; and all this only, becauſe 
he is called my Child? No, no, Sir, I 
might be noted for a Madman, perhaps, 
if 1 ſhould ; but a prudent one, | ſhould 
have not the lcaſt Claim or Title to. 

And yet Foe, ſaid his Father, we ſee 
that they whoſe Eſtates are not under 
Settlement, let their Children. prove 
what they will, give their Eſtates to 
them, preferable to all others. 

A bad Example, Sir, replied Joe, 
was never made for my following. I 
muſt own myſelf of another Taſte. I 
mean not, tat my Son, to intitle him 
to a Git. of my Eſtate, muſt be blame- 
leſs; but ſhould my eldeit prove a Re- 
probate, or Highwayman, as J ſaid be- 
tore, though I might caſuzily relieve 
his Neceſſitics, he ſhould never have 
my | ſtate ; but I would give it to my 
next Child, and ſo on: For if my Son 
ſhould bchave in ſuch a Mannc:, as ” 
Ca 
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caſt himſelf out of the Protection of his 
heavenly Father, I, who am his carthly 
one, ſhould imagine myſelf acting in 
defiance of the Almighty's Plealure, 
ſhould I pamper his Vices, by my Do- 
nations; nay, a mere Strang.r, or even 
the Poor of my Pariſh ſhould ſooner 
have it from my Hand than he. As 
for his Cluldren proving worthy Per- 
ſons, I would not willin,,ly exclude them; 
but if otizerwiſe, all ſhould fare alike. 

I am not one of thol-, laid Joe, who 
would keep an Eſtate annexed to their 
Name, vill the Day of Judgment : For 
what is it to me, whetucr u Delcen- 
dants, at an hundred Yeais ner:ce are 
rich or poor, ſo that they be but virtu- 
ous? It this, they will not fail being as 
good as myſclf. Whenever we muet; if 
that, I ſhall deſpiſe their Company. 

Now we are upon this journey of 
Sir Roger to his Sons, I {h-!l ;uit men- 
tion what became of the Maici that 
Joe had propoſed to his Father, for his 
Siſter Pegey. 

His tatacr wiſhing for a Sight of 
Mr. H—b—t, Foe ſent him an Invita- 
tion to Dinner with him, for a Day or 
two after; when he was introduced to 


the 
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the Baronet, and affociated with him 
beſt Part of the Day. 

Joe asking his Father, after he was re- 
turned, how he approved of the Gentle- 
man; and his Father having no Objection 
in the leaſt to him, ſave his ruſtic Way 
of Life, in following his farming _— 
ſo intenſely, ( _— in ny 
Regard he was as poli Men) 
Foe taking this for 5 De- 
nial to him, ſtruck up the Match for his 
Siſter; gave her ſix thouſand Pounds, 
and they were ſoon after married. 

Sir Roger growing into a more inti- 
mate Freedom with his Son, by finding 
him ſo open- hearted with him, was one 
Day mentioning to him, the Diſpoſition 
of his two eldeſt Sons at home ; the 
Senior of whom was Seventeen ; ſaying, 
that it was high Time Harry was out in 
the World. Joe took the Hint, and 
asked his Father whether he had already 
deſigned him for any particular Study ? 

His Father replying that he had not ; 
then ſaid Joe, as to my beſt Remem- 
brance Harry was a ſober Lad, and 
given to reading; I ſhould think it not 
amiſs to make him a Parſon in my ſtead. 


We have Benefices enough — 
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and if he turns out worthy, we need 
not doubt providing for him that Way. 
This his Father a ing very well, 
Joe asked him how Nick was to be diſ- 
poſed of? In ſhort they cut him out for 
a Phyſician, and there being none other 
of his Brothers, but what were too 
young for determining Profeſſions for 
them, no more was ſaid of them: But 
4 told his Father, that with his Leave, 
would furniſh to each of the two 
whom he deſigned for the Univerſity, a 


_ of Books, upon his going thi- 


Sir Roger ſtayed a Fortnight with his 
Son, and then left him. 
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CH ar. YUuL 


Parſon Rogers viſits Rachael. Offers 
Courtſhip. Her Reply. Parſon re- 
turns. His Soliloquies cn the Road. 
Further Occurrences there, Loſes his 
Mare. Ku tos her not when be ſees 
her. Recollects Miſs Baſſet. Gets 
home. What befell bim. Loſt bis 
Text, How ſuppled. 


1 Uring theſe Tranſ ctions at Sir 
Roger's and his Son's, Parſon 
Rogers had been to tender his A ffections 
to Mrs. PA-; he reminded her of 
the Viſit he had once paid to her Fa- 
ther, with Sir Roger Brunt; at which 
Time, he told her, ſhe had made ſuch 
an Impreſſion of her Image and Per- 
ſections in his Heart, ::s he had never 
been able to detace, or cver ſhould, to 
his laſt Breata. | 
That not looking upon himſelf at 
that Time worthy to addreſs her, he 
had ſmothered his i aſſion from her 
Knowledge; but not from all the World, 
he could aſſure her: For that he had 
diſcloſed his Inclination to the late 
Lady Brunt, not only immediately after 
his 
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his leaving her, but ſince, and had re- 
ceived Aſſurances from her, that ſhe 
would employ her Intereſt in his Re- 
commendation, whenever he himſelf 
ſhould have firſt paved the Way for it, 
by a Diſcloſure of his Aﬀection to her 
himſelf. 

He likewiſe inſiſted, that had not 
Lady Brunt's Death fo ſpeedily hap- 
prin he would have prevailed for a 

ettcr from her, to have let the Lady 
know who he was, and in ſome Mea- 
ſure to have hinted at his Character to 
her : For that though he was not bene- 
ficed when he had firſt ſeen her, he had 
lately, thro' the Bounty of Mr. Joſeph 
Brunt, obtained a Living of between 
four and five huncred a Year, in a fine 
and plentiful Courtry, which would en- 
able him not only to ſupport himſelf, 
but her too, even to a Superfluity. He 
acknowledged that he had, from her 
Ladyſhip, received no light Diſappoint- 
ment, at the Hearing of the extenſive- 
neſs of her preſent Fortune, which he 
could have wiſhed might have been far 
diminiſhed, that his Profeſſions to her, 
might the more conſpicuoully have ap- 
peared to have proceeded from their real 

Source, 
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Source, an inſuppreſſable Affection for 
her Perſon. | 

The Lady heard him very patiently, 
replying, that whatever ſhe might have 
thought of his Propoſal, whilſt ſhe was 
ſingle ; ſhe had now ſo ſtrong a Tye 
upon her, in an infant Son, whom ſhe 
was in Duty to her late Husband, and 
to the Child itſelf, bound to place her 
ſole Affection upon, that ſhe could not 
think of engaging herſclf again in a 
State, that muſt neceſſarily require a 
Diviſion of it. 

That ſhe was extreamly obliged to 
him, for the good Opinion he had ſo 
early formed of her; and that it was 
moſt certain, her God-mamma's Ap- 

ion of the Perſon, would not 
ve failed of its due Weight in her 
Concluſions, had ſhe been at Liberty to 
have altered her preſent Condition; but 
as Matters remained with her, ſhe muſt 
beg to be excuſed from all Thoughts 
of an Alteration in her Afﬀairs, ſo long 
as her Son ſhould be ſpared to her. 

The L'arſon uſed abundance of Ar- 
guments, conducing to a Change in her 
Reſolution, proteſting, that nothing ſo 
dear to her, as her Son mult needs be, 

would 
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would be leſs precious to him, for the 
Sake of its Mother, than his own 
Heart ; and at length, begged her not 
to be offended at his Boldneſs, if he 
ſhould once more take the Liberty of 
waiting upon her. To this, ſhe re- 
— a Viſit on purpoſe to her, ſhe 
eared, but Loſs of Time would 
to him; but as to a friendly Viſit, upon 
caſually paſſing her Seat in his Travels, 
ſhe could never deny herſclf to a Gentle- 
man, who had expreſſed himſelf fo fa- 
vourably of her, as he had done. 

The Parſon had never in his Life 
2 the Courtier before, and there- 
ore departed ſo down in the Mouth 
from his Miſtreſs, as ſcarce to know 
which was his Way home again. He 
took it to be all over with him, and 
had thrown up the Game as loſt ; nor, 
(wanting Company) could he refrain 
from his mutual Soliloquies, for the 
whole hundred Miles he had to ride 
home again. 

What a bewitched Creature, ſaid he, 
was I, to aim ſo much above my Mark ! 
what could I poſſibly have in Expecta- 
tion for my Journey, but a Rebuff of 
this Sort, from a Lady of ſo many 

Hundreds 
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Hundreds a Year freehold Eſtate, as 
would purchaſe half a Score ſuch Fel- 
lows as I am, with all our whole Pro- 
perties ! Surely! I might have had Senſe 
enough to have diverted my Thoughts 
from this fruitleſs Jaunt, when her 
Ladyſhip firſt told me of her twelve 
hundred a Year. Alas! ſuch delicious 
Morſels, are not for the Mouths of my 
Cloth, till dignified by the Title of 
Right Reverend. 

I'll be ſworn, ſhe took me for ſome 
ignorant Prieſt, who had ſeen little more 
than a College Education; and that 
becauſe I had juſt jumped into a toler- 
able Benefice, it would be only ask and 
have; and then, the richer the Lady 
the better, 

Bleſs me! ſaid he, what an Aſs have 
I made of myſelf before her? for which, 
I muſt now do Penance in my own 
Breaſt, whilſt ſhe is repeating all I ſaid 
to her, and putting on my diffident 
and blockheadly Countenance before a 
Room full of her Companions, who are 
all laughing at the North-Country Par- 
ſon. It would make a Man mad, to 
find that he cannot think, till thought 
is become uſcleſs to him. 

Aſter 
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After the Parſon had tormented him- 
ſelf through a Ride of ſome Milcs, with 
theſe, and the hke diſmal Apprehen- 
ſions; caſting an Eye towards the Wi- 
dow*s again, he could not ſay, but ſhe 
had bchaved very complaiſantly to him, 
in that ſhe had not rejccted him ſcornful- 
ly, which ſome Perſons, he thought, ſo 
much his Superior in Life would have 
done ; nor could he have helped him- 
felt, had her Fancy taken that Turn; 
but he again believed, that her Father 
himſelf having worn the ſame Cloth, 
might have been a Means of his 
coming better off, than otherwiſe he 
ſhould. 

Well! ſaid he, it is no little Satis- 
faction to me, however, under my Diſ- 


appointment, that ſhe gave me ſuch 


good Reaſons for her Refuſal of me 
nor can | ſay, upon a critical Examina- 
tion of them, but they may be her ge- 
nuine S:ntiments. Every Woman who 
has already had one Child, would not 
willingly marry into a ſtrange Family, 
where ſhe may poſſibly bring half a 
Score more : For that ſhe cannot ex- 
pet her Child to be ſo pampered as 
one's own. That was judiciouſly thought 


of ; 
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of; and then, the Duty to her firſt 
Husband, was a conſcientious Thought 
enough too, let me tell you. The 
Woman, added he to himſelf, is to be 
never the worſe liked for that : For 
ſurely ! her Husband never deſired ſhe 


ſhould marry again; nay, poſſibly, 


might intreat her not ; or it is no out of 


the way Gueſs, to preſume ſhe might 
promiſe him to remain ſingle; and if ſo, 


- there is a Matter of Conſcience in the 


Caſe, that ſhe could no Ways get over. 
I wiſh I had happened to have inquired 
a little into that. 

It has been ly thought, that 
the Parſon would have defended the 
Lady's Cauſe, till he had reached Zork- 


Hire, had not a Stumble that his Mare 


moſt Juckily made, interrupted the 
Clew of his Argument, and brought 
him to the Recollection that it was then 
dark Night, and if he did not ſoon ſeek 
out for a Lodging, both Mare and 
Man might lie in the Road all Night. 
The Parſon then having forgotten 


where abouts he was; for fear of the 
worſt, clapped Spurs to his Mare, and 
in half an Hour's brisk Trotting, _ 
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ed a little Village where he put up all 
Night. 

He renewed his Journey in the Morn- 
ing, with ſomewhat better Heart than 
the foregoing Day ; and by all the 
Means he could invent, ſtrove to drive 
from his Heart, all Traces of his fors 
ſaken Miſtreſs ; but finding his Fancy 
ſtill roving backwards, as unwilling to 
keep Pace with his Body, and move to the 
Northward ; he now and then whiſtled 
over ſome of his wild Notes, then ſung 
over ſome merry Catch that his Budger 
was ſtored with, in ſome immuſical Tune 
of his own, till he had reduced himſelf to 
a perfect new Creature; but he obſerved 
ſtill, the Recurrency of his Imagination 
to Glouceſterſhire, upon the leaſt Avoca- 
tion from his Mirth ; till at laſt, it in- 
ſenſibly gained the better of him, and 
had wrapt him in a profound Reverie 
again. 

He moved now but like a Man of 
Straw fixed upon his Saddle. The 
Mare went on as ſhe fancied, either 
faſter or flower, as ſhe pleaſed ; nor, 
had ſhe ſtood ſtock ſtill, is it believed, 
the Parſon would have diſcovered it, 
during the Continuance of his Rapture; 


but 
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but as the Doctor was ſauntering he knew 
not how, carcleſsly, in a very narrow 
Road, a Chariot and a Pair of very fine 
Horſes, who had juſt thrown their Dri- 
ver, came running after him with ſuch 
Violence, for Joy of their Freedom, that 
the Clattering they all made, rouſing the 
Parſon's Mare, after pricking up her 
Ears for Intelligence, ſhe gave ſuch a 
Spring from under her Rider, as left the 
Parſon flat upon his Back behind her; 
from which Situation had he not in- 
ſtantly recovered himſelf, by rolling over 
and over to the Hedge Side, he had 
undoubtedly been ſpoilt for a Lover for 
ever after : For the Chariot Horſes ran 
over the very Spot he had lain upon, fo 
furiouſly, that they muſt have trampled 
him to Pieces elſe. 

Having eſcaped thus miraculouſly, 
and erected himſelf on his Legs again; 
after a Moment's Reflection upon his 
paſt Danger, he took Care to remove 
all the Dirt from his Clothes that he 
could, in order to appear decently, and 
then inclining to move, began to be- 
think him, what could have become of 
his Mare; for no beaſt could he ſee, 


back - 
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backwards or forwards in the Road, to 
far as his Eyes would guide him. 

, FR ill ſuiting the * Robe, 
t he happened to be then in a 
n he — forwards with all 
becoming Gravity; till at about the 
End of a Mile and Halt's travel, the 
Road opemng into a wild, healthy 
Waſte, he eſpied his Mare, as he 
thought, about half a Mile to his left. 

Well! the Mare was not to be left 
there, unleſs the Parſon would have 
walked the reſt of his Journey on Foot : 
So that he made Way ſtrait towards 
her, -nor diſcovered bis Miſtake, till he 
was come within ten Pole of her; and 
then, a Miſtake indeed ! ſaid he to him- 
ſelf: For ſhe happened to be of another 
Colour. 

He was ſurpriſed at his being ſo over- 
ſeen ; but as the Day was extreamly hot 
and duſty, and the Parſon was almoſt 
ſwelter'd already, nor any other Horſe, 
Mare, or Gelding to be ſeen all round 
him, at which he might make another 
Puſh ; he reſolved to put on for a little 
Village, but half a Mile before hin, 
where he thought to refreſh his outward 

Vor. II. Man, 


to his old Companion again, the Parſon 
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Man, and diſpatch away ſome Scouts 
in purſuit of his loſt Mare. 

Here he ſmoaked his Pipe, drank a 
Tankard of Beer, and whilſt he ſat en- 
Joying himſelf in my Landlady's elbow 
Chair, believed himſelf finely recovered ; 
till in due Time his Meſſengers return- 
ing, he was told, they had brought his 
Mare. 

Pleaſed to the Soul at being remitted 


was ſtarting from his Chair; when lo, 
his Limbs failed him, and ſuch a Pain 
in his Back had ſeized him, that he was 
ſcarce able to ſtir Hand or Foot : For 
riſing immediately after his Fall, and 
walking till he was immoderately warm, 
he had not felt the Effects of his Tum- 
ble, till now that he had fat ſtill fo long, 
and over chilled himſelf. 

However, by the Help of a Hand 
or two, he would ſtruggle forwards to 
ſee his Mare, and reward the Perſons 
who had brought her in; but no ſooner 
had he caſt his Eyes on her, as ſhe 
ſtood a full Broad-ſide to him, than he 
diſowned her; they were miſtaken, he 
ſaid, and muſt go out again. One of 
the Fellows replied, they could not be 

deceived : 
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deceived : For that ſhe was not only 
the ſole Beaſt upon the Common in 
view ; but had all the Marks he had 
deſcribed her to them by. There was 
her bald Face, he ſaid, her whisk Tail, 
and a little battle hammed behind, all 
ſo plain and natural, that this could be 
no other than his own Beaſt. 

The Fellows perſuading him into it, 
he crept on a little nearer, till coming 
front of her; here is the bald Face in 
truth, ſaid he; —— turn her about, — 
and the ſwitch Tail ; the Saddle too, 
and Bridle, I believe to be mine; but 
where is the coal-black Mare that threw 
me juſt now? That's what I would 
know, ſaid the Parſon. Bleſs you, 
Maſter, ſaid one of them, this is a coal- 
black Mare at bottom; ſhe had only been 
rolling herſelf in the Duſt when ſhe 
ſweat ; nay, nay, ſaid another, if the 
Bridle and ſaddle is the Parſons, whoſe 
can the Mare be, but his ? 

The Parſon was not yet fully ſatisfied, 
till one of the Men fetching a Hair- 
cloth, and rubbing that Side of her next 
the Parſon; Ay! faid he, this Side, 
does indeed look like my Mare. Nay, 
nay, if this is, to'ther is I'll anſwer for 

G 2 it, 
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it, replied one ot them; fo they received 
the 'remium, and the Man had his 
Marc again. 

Regers having taken a Sweat that 
Night, to reſtore his Limbs to their 
prittine Vigour, and his Landlady hav- 
ing a mointed his Loins and Shoulders, 
that had been damaged by his Fall, 
with ſome of her own Family Ointment ; 
he was able to mount the next Morn- 
ing. and away went his Mare and he 
Northward. 

He had made ſo hazardous a Tour” 
of it hitherto, as had determined him 
to more Caution for the future; but 
yet, for the very Heart and Lungs of 
him, he could not intirely diſlodge the 
Widow from his Breaſt; till reflecting, 
that cvery 1 hing is to be overcome by 
On-vfiton ; and that one Meal drives 
out another, like Vellets in a Pop- gun; 
he re ſoſved to encounter his Widow, by 


Farmer Baſſett's Daughter in his Neigh- 


bourhood, upon whom he had often 
looked wiſhfully at Church, as inferior 
to none, but his beloved Rachael. 

Nie introduced her then to his Mind, 
in her moſt becoming Attitudes, think- 


ing her oſten over, irom Top to Toez 


till 
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till he had quite loſt himſelf in the Con- 
templation of her Beautics ; but never 
could he awake from his Reverics, but 
he ſtill found his Widow had been the 
Object of his Cogitations; not being 
able to aſcribe the lealt Perfection to the 
Farmer's Daughter, that was not moſt 
eminent in his beloved Rachael. 

However, he jogged on, till ſubject 
to theſe Perplexitics, and under the 
Preſſure of a fe more Diſappointments, 
he at length, in happy Hour, alighted 
at the parſonage Houſe. 

He had been obliged to ride hard for 
the laſt Day of his Journey, it being 
Saturday, that he might come in, in 
good Time, to peruſc his next Day's 
Sermon before he went to reit, accord- 
ing to his conſtant Cuſtom; when the 
firſt that came to his t 1and chanced to 
be upon Oaths. This, he imagined 
might do as well as the beſt, never hav- 
ing been before his then Congregation : 
So that after he had taken a {hort Snap 
of a Supper, he fat him down to his 
Duty ; but what with the Fatigue he 
had paſſed the foregoing Day, and a 
Tankard or two of his own Home- 
brew'd, he had ſcarce read ſix Pages, 
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before he was faſt aſleep; nor ever 
awaked he, till the Bells were ringing in 
for Church the next Morning ; nor had 
he ſo done then, but for his Maid, who 
not hearing or ſccing him for his Break- 
faſt, and the Saints Bell beginning to 
ring, had bcen up to his Chamber to 
call him. 

Ihe Wench not finding him there, 
in a terrible Fright, ran into the Par- 
lour, to ſee for her Hat that ſhe had 
miſlaid, in order to have ſought him in 
the Neighbourhood 3; when there he lay 
faſt pinned to his elbow Chair, with his 
Leggs ſtretched out at Length before 
him, and his Mouth wide gaping open, 
which gave her vaſt Apprehenſions of his 
being dead; till approaching ſtil] nearer, 
and hearing him breathe, ſhe took Heart 
to ſhake him, till he ſpoke to her. 

She told him that the Bell was ring- 
ing in, and that all the People would 
wait for him. Odds heart ! replied he, 
ſay you ſo? and ſtared upon her in a 
ſhocking Manner. However, as he was 
ready dreſſed, there was ſo much Time 
ſaved he thought : So that calling for 
his Hat, he picked up the ſcattered 
Leaves of his Sermon, that had fallen 

out 
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out of his Hand the laſt Night, and 
was moving off with them. The Girl 
then asking him it he would go in his 
Boots? the very Notion of what he 
might have done, almoſt overcame him : 
So ordering his Shoes, and his long 
Gown, he firſt waſhed his Hands and 
Face, and then away ; but the Sexton 
having ſtood his Friend, by a Quarter 
of an Hour's Ringing, longer than 
ordinary, he foon found himſelf proper- 
ly lodged in his Station. 

He went through Service of the Desk 
pretty tollerably, and whilſt the P/a/m 
was giving, mounted his Pulpit, and 
ſettled himſelf there for the Performance, 
His Prayer paſſed current enough; but 
alack ! when he came to the Sermon, 
and had taken it out from his Boſom ; 
lo! the very firit Leat was wanting, 
whereupon was written, only ſeveral 
Texts, to which the enſuing Sermon 
was applicable. 

What ſhould he do in this Caſe ? he 
was all Confuſion ! a Sermon without a 
Text, was like an Egg without Salt, he 
thought, and would never go down with 
his Audience, He hemmed however; 
ſnamm'd a Cough ; and blew his Noſe 
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very deliberately, once or twice, whilſt 
he was pumping up ſome other Text 
that might do ; but in his Diſtreſs, for 
the Soul of him, not a Text would ſtart 
of any Sort whatever (though he was 
very well read in his Bible as moſt Men) 
fave one that he had often applied to his 
own Caſe with Mrs. P—d4—/; but then 
the Chapter and Verſe having eſcaped 
him, he repeated the firſt that came into 
his Head, and his Words were, And 
Jacob lived Rachael; upon which, having 
given them a tolerable Diſcourſe upon 
Swearing, he diſmiſſed them. 


CHAP. IX. 


Rogers grows melancholy, Condemned. 
Sent to courting again. Marries Ra- 
chael. Miſs Baſlet's Cataſtrophe. 


Otwithſtanding the ſeveral Tribu- 
lations Parſon Rogers had en- 


countered, during the above Proceſs, he 
could not fo relinquiſh his beloved Ra- 
chael, (for ſo he always both thought and 
ſpoke of her, and never by her wedded 
Name) as to ſay that ſhe was ever wholly 
diſcharged from his Mind, 


He 
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He thought of her ſlecping and wake- 
ing; but now in a more hopcleſs Way 
than before his Viſit to her; for though 
her Idea ſeemed to have ſettled itſolf, 
paſt Extirpation, in his Heart, he had 
altogether abandoned even the Hopes of 
poſſeſſing her; which could not happen 
to ſo immoderate a Lover as the Doctor, 
without Gripings, now and then, intol- 
lerable. | 

Theſe, in few Weeks, introducing a 
Kind of Stupor over his Faculties, he 
hung down his Head like a Poppy; 

ed now and then like a Woman in 
Labour, and wept like a Whip'd Child; 
nay, ſo qucaſy was he now grown, and 
delicate in his Taſte of Things, that even 
Mits Baſſet, at whom his Mouth often 
had watcred, was become odious to him; 
nor could he endure to ogle her at Church 
as forni*rly, ſhe reminding him only of 
the Lco% of his beloved Rechael Nay, 
he was lo far rom enccave ing ta 
conceal his Diſappoint ment thi dis 
Baſjct had leit her Pew upon n, it was 
ſo llagrantly talked Ci in the Pariſh. 

It Þ:2pened ont Day, tat a neigh- 
bourn. g Clrgyman arriving at Rogers's 
Gate, told him he came purpoſcly to 
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dine with him, He was a Man in 
Years, married, and one who had 
ſeen ten times more of the World 
than Rogers had. This Gentleman be- 
ing a Man of Fire, and vaſtly vivacious 
himſelf, preſently took Notice of Rogers's 
Dejection, and merrily asked whether 
he had called upon him at an improper 
Time; whether he had loſt a Friend 
lately; had met with any ſevere Diſap- 
pointment; or had been croſſed in Love; 
for that, if he had any Skill in Phyſiog- 
nomy, he read Mortification in his very 
Looks. 

Mr. Rogers would fain have put him 
off with, he found himſelf not extraor- 
dinary well that Day, which was all : 
But his Friend, who was not to be fobb'd 
off ſo, replied, that he who was not well, 
look*d fickly ; but he was certain ſome- 
what mental muſt annoy him, by the 
ſuper-induced Languor upon as florid a 
Countenance as a Man need wiſh to wear, 
and therefore willed him to be free and 
unreſerved with him ; it not unfrequently 
happening, that a Stranger's Preſcription 
would ſucceed, when every Family Re- 


* had failed, 
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Ropers finding his Friend ſo importu- 
nate with him, plainly told him, that his 
Caſe was Love; but the Object in an 
Elevation in Life by far above his Match. 
He ſtated the Commencement of his 
Amour, the Reaſon for poſtponing of 
it; her unlucky Marriage in the Interim, 
by which ſhe had ſtill out- ſtrided him 
in Fortune; his Viſit to her, and the in- 
genuous (as he hoped, he ſaid) Anſwer 
ſhe had given him upon that Occaſion 
which proving ſo poſitive, though rea- 
ſonable a Rejection of his Suit, could he 
now but totally unoccupy his Mind of 
all Remembrance of her, he ſhould 
eſteem himſelf one of the happieit Men 
breathing ; but for want of that Ability, 
whilſt he lingered on in his preſent un- 
promiſing Circumſtances, he could only 
behold himſelf as one of the moſt mi- 
ſerable of the human Species. 

His Friend laughed heartily at him; 
Why, Jacob, ſaid he, wer't thou ever 
in Love before? He proteſted he never 
had. — I believe thee, ſaid his Friend, 
without Proteſtations. What Man, ſaid 
he, turns Tail at the firſt Onſet ? Never 
to ſee her more? Why Man, I have had 
two Wives; the firlt, indeed, having 

nothing, 
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— we neither of us py ng 
much Ceremony ; but m 7 
courted for . bien got her; 
and yet ſhe is mine, at laſt, you ſee, and 
a thumping Fortune ſhe brought me too. 

All this may be very true in your 
Caſe, which may not ſuit at all in mine, 
laid Rogers; for was it to be fifty Years 
that our Courtſhip was to laſt, inſtead 
of five, I ſhould not matter that of a 
Ruſh, ſo that it was but going on ſtill. 
But — well! there is nothing to be ſaid 
in theſe Caſes. 

What Caſes is the Man ſpeaking of ? 
ſaid his Friend: For my Part, I can ſee 
nothing in the leaſt unpromiſing of Suc- 
ceſs in thy Caſe. Don't you ſay, ſhe 
told you ſhe ſhould never deny herſelf 
to you? What could a Woman ſay 
more ? 

No, no, replied Rogers, ſhe had ſaid 
too much before. Did ſhe not aſſure 
me, in a very friendly Way, (and which, 
let me tell you, I took very kindly of 
her too) why ſhe could not marry me ? 
Was not that a flatter Denial than ſaying 
only No, and taking me ? No, no, the 
Lady behaved like a Woman of Ho- 

nour, 
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nour, and that, in great meaſure, - 
ments my Vexation at the Loſs of — 

Pray, Jacob, ſaid his Friend, let me 
only know what it is that you would ſhe 
ſhould have ſaid to you? Why, ſaid 
Rogers, ſhe might — to be ſure — if ſhe 
had been minded — or if ſhe had had 
the leaſt Inclination, or — as a-body 
might in ſuch Caſe — where a Woman 
intends a Man for a Husband — one 
would uſually — I fay — to be ſure — 
it is not eaſy for me to tell what ſhe 
might have ſaid. No, truly, I be- 
heve not, replied his Friend, other than 
what ſhe did ſay. — But I can tell you 
pretty near the Matter, what you would 
that ſhe ſhould have ſaid, without much 
Conjuration. 

I ſhall be very glad to know that, ſaid 
Rogers, truly; for it is more than [I 
know myſelf ; and yet, methinks, ſhe 
might have ſaid ſomewhat more pleaſing 
to me than what ſhe did ſay; which in 
my Mind, was as perfect a Denial of my 
Suit, but in a genteeler Way, as if ſhe 
had turned me Neck and Heels out of 
her Houſe, under neither Hope or Pro- 
ſpect of ever beholding her more. 

Come, 
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Come, faid his Friend, now you have 
had your own Rant out, I'll tell you 
what, if ſhe had ſaid, would have con- 
tented you. We will ſuppoſe you to 
have faid as you told me before, that 

fell in Love with her at ſuch a 
ime ; but ſhe ſince having married, 
E waited upon her ſo ſoon as you 

ſhe was diſengaged again. Now, 
had ſhe replied, Dear Sir, I am heartily 
forry I was no ſooner apprized of your 
Inclination, which indeed my late Match 
might have diſappointed ; but being moſt 
happily freed from that, | am now wholly 
devoted to your Service. This, Jacob, 
I fay, added his Friend, is what you 
would have heard from the Lady ; for 
had you wanted any other Speech what- 
_ ſhe could not have framed it more 
favourably for your Purpoſe, than that 
ſhe made to you. 

I can never believe that, ſaid Rogers, 
fhe was ſo ſeeming]y ſincere in the Rea- 
fon ſhe gave me; and that a juſtifiable 
one too. You are a very young Lover, 
it is plain, ſaid his Friend; for, believe 
me, when once a Woman conſents to 
your ſecond Viſit, ſhe has but little Diſ- 
'like to your firſt, Now theſe, by Re- 
petition, 
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petition, where there is at firſt only not 
a total Diſlike to the Perſon, grow more 
and more familiar to her; till having 
caught her by the Affection, ſhe is your 
own, Man. Then never pine yourſelf 
mto your Grave at home here, whilſt 
the Lady you wiſh to poſſeſs is counting 
the tedious Hours for your Return; but 
up vigorouſly again to her; tell 
er how diſtant you are from her; and 
that, as you cannot poſſibly return ſo 
fo frequently, as your Paſſion inclines, to 
the View of her, you will take a Lodg- 
ing in her Neighbourhood ; that if poſ- 
fible, you may be bleſſed with her daily, 
nay hourly Converſation, till the happy 
Moment ſhall arrive, that you ſhall never 
more be ſeparated from her. My Cu- 
rate, added he, ſhall ſupply your Duty 
till your Return ; and my Lite for yours 
you bring her home with you; for Wo- 
men are not thoſe ſtrait-laced Creatures 
that you deſperate Lovers imagine them 
to be; who, becauſe you have firſt, 
in your Imagination, deified them, be- 
lieve them to be above all Condeſcenſion 
to Mortals Importunities I tell thee, 
Jacob, added he, follow but my 
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and I'll venture my Benefice, I ſee her 
at O—d—3z in a Month or two. 

Robins having paid ſtrift Attention to 
his Friend's Doctrine, and ſmiling moſt 
benigaly, Say you ſo, my good Friend? 
ſaid he; then I'll not be another Week 
out of Glouceſterſpire, if I live and do 
well. Nay, there is one Part of your 
Advice that delights me mightily, that 
of taking a Lodging near the Widow : 
For, to be plain 2 you, thoſe long 
Journies are by no means entertaining to 
me. I had like to have loſt my Mare, 
and my own Life, and my Congregation 
their Sermon, by my laſt Trip. 

They fell then upon other Diſcourſe ; 
nor had Rogers the leaſt Cloud over- 
ſhading his Brow for the whole Day 
afterwards. 

He took his Friend's Counſel, fol- 
lowed the Widow again took the pur- 
poſed Lodging, play'd with her Boy at 
every Viſit, and at length grew ſo fond 
of the Child, that the Widow, unwilling 
to part ſuch dear Intimates, delivered 
up herſelf to the Parſon, and in fix 
Weeks Time packed up her whole Fa- 
mily and Furniture in a String of Wag- 

gons 
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gons for Yorkſhire ; the Parſon and ſhe 
arriving at O—d—n ſome Da, s before 
them, in their own Coach and four 
Horſes. 
What gave the Parſon the only Un- 
eaſineſs that now could affect him was, 
that upon the News of his Return with 
his Lady, Miſs Baſſet married her Fa- 
ther's Carter (as ſne afterwards declared) 
in Revenge for the Dilappointment ſhe 
had met with from the Doctor, who we 
muſt own had ogled her a little, though 
he had never exchanged a ſingle Word 
with her in his Life-time ; ſo ſuſceptible 
is the Female Heart of the Power of 
Love at a Diſtance, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. X. 


Some Charatter of Sir Roger. His 
Death, Joe retires to his Father's. 
Diſcourſe upon Titles. Order of his 
Family and Expences. Diſpoſes of his 
Brothers and Siſters. Accident in ! Jar- 
ris's Family. Joe parts with ber. 
Joe makes Purchaſes. Thinks of Mar- 
riage, Miſs B—b—y bitten. 


AVING now finiſhed our Di- 
greflion, made on Account of 
Doctor Ropers, (as he became ſoon after 
his Marriage to this Fortune, Clergy- 
men uſually ſtudying Riches more than 
Honour, till ſuch good Times happen) 
and which indeed we could not well 
avoid, having had Occaſion to ſpeak of 
his firſt Interview with his deareſt Ra- 
chael, whilſt he was inſeparably annexed 
to our Hiſtory of Sir Roger's Family; 
we muſt proceed where we left off, and 
give a further Relation of their Pro- 
ceedings. 5 
Sir Roger had been of a very ſtout 
and hale Conſtitution, during ſo long as 
he could remember himſelf ; and __ 


— 
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he had bur little been educated in a lite- 
rary Way, he had been introduced early 
to polite Life, till his Father's Death, 
and his own Settlement in 7orkſbire. 

The general Run of his Behaviour 
beſpoke him not only the Gentleman but 
the Courtier, which rendered him ac- 
ceptable in moſt Converſations, 

Upon his Arrival in Zorkfoire, he 
grew ſo devoted to Country Sports and 
Exerciſes, as to beſtow his whole Time 
upon them; ſo that till theſe grew too 
violent for his Entertainment, he had no 
Time for eſtabliſhing a Family to ſuc- 
ceed him; but then turning his Thoughts 
that Way, that he might not, if poſſi- 
ble, die iſſueleſs, he conjoined himſelf, 
as I ſaid before, to Mrs. Robinſon, and 
by her had the Iſſue I have before men- 
tioned, 

Sir Roger had been frequently ailing for 
ſome Time, when the Death of his Son 
Roger, and his Wife, almoſt at the ſame In- 
ſtant, gave him ſuch a Shock as he never 
after recovered from : For he had not 
been returned from the Viſit he had made 
to his eldeſt Son more than two or three 
Months, before declining very ſenſibly 
and ſpeedily, in a ſhort Time _— 
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died, leaving to his SonFoſeph, by his Will, 
all his Houſhuld Goods, Furniture, Plate, 
Jewels, and, in a Word, his whole Per- 
ſonals; his real Eſtate all deſcending of 
Courſe to him, under the Entail in his 
Marriage Settlement. Nay, he left not to 
a Child he had beſides, even Mourning, or 
a Ring; but only recommended them in 
a Lump to Foe, in his Will; in which 
he deſired him to be a Father to them all. 
Joe having performed the neceſſary 
Honours to his Father's Remains, and 
pur both his Families into Mourning, as 
had now two diſtant large Eſtates in 
his Hands, with two ſeparate Houſes, 
intending to refide at his late Father's 
Dwelling, as the moſt commodious for 
his preſent Purpoſes ; he placed Robins 
in his own Seat as his Steward, with a 
Nephew of his and his Family, of whom 
Foe had harboured the beſt of Opinions z 
who was to act as Roberts's Deputy 
during his Uncle's Life-time, not only 
to initiate him into a thorough Know- 
ledge of the Eſtate, but allo the Ma- 
nagement of it, with a View of being 
Steward himſelf, upon his Uncle's De- 
ceaſe, who grew daily more and more 
infirm through Age. wh 
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The whole Neighbourhood of the 
lower Claſs of Inh abitants were in Tears 
upon the Report of Joe's having them; 
but he had ordered R:bims, Vet kly, to 
pay all ſuch renſions as he had ſettled 
upon n.any of them, and alſo ſuch ocher 
Sums as ſhould be neceflary for caſual 
Charity, according to his Diſcrecom; 
and becauſe e ſhuuld have no Family 
upon the Spot, to provide, as he Lad 
ever done, Food for the Poor; Robins 
had Orders to diſtribute weckly fo much 
Money amor:git ſuch as ulually partook 
of his proviſionary Donation. I hus ha- 
ving ſettled his poor Dependants, he 
retired with his Houſhold to his Fa- 
ther's. 

It was a long Time beſore he could 
reliſh the Title of Sir 7Zeſeph, and uſed 
to order Rcbins not to call him fo before 
his Face, it ſounding to him, he ſaid, 
as more reverential than his Due; nor 
could he ſee why Men ſhould be cove- 
tous of Titles, ſince no Man was in- 
trirfically the better for them; for a 
good Man, he ſaid, was to be diſtin- 
guiſhed by his Works, and would claim 
Regard from every one; whereas, the 
zoftieſt of Litles, where a Man's Prac- 
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tices were contrary, would in ſpite of his 
Degree, be as contemptible. 

He made no Alteration in his late Fa- 
ther*s Family, as to his younger Bro- 
thers and Siſters ; but their Tutor was 
ſtill retained for them, and every thing 
remained as before, ſave that he diſpoſed 
of the whole travelling page, retain- 


ui 
ing for his Uſe but his own Chariot and 
a Pair, beſides two Saddle Nags. As to 
the Servants, he with moſt of 
them, but allo them their Table at 
his Houſe, till he could otherwiſe diſ- 
28 them; and in Time did ſo, in 
e Occupations in the Neighbourhood, 
at his own Expence, but he retained all 
his own Domeſtics, whom he brought 
with him to his new Seat, and his Sitter 
Betſy was ſtill Miſtreſs of his Family, as 
ſhe was before his Removal. f 
He had now ſo many Things upon 
his Hands, and his Head wrought ſo 
upon a Plan he had formed in it of a 
Charity, that he received into his Fa- 
mily a domeſtic Chaplain, to whom he 
allowed a Hundred Pounds a Year, and 
the other Conveniencies of his Houſe ; 
alledging that he could not believe a 


Man liberal Education ſhould be 
| i treated 
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treated like a Footman: He alſo kept 
him a Horſe, holding it but reaſonable 
that he ſhould relax a little now and 
then; fo that with the above, and many 
other Perquiſites and Adv that 
the Chaplain had, his Place was looked 
* 2 good TWO Hundred Pounds 
a Year 


About a Year after this, Joe placed 
out another Brother in a Merchant's 
Compring-Houſe at London, who had 
been recommended to him by one of 
his Acquaintance in the Country; and 
ſome Time after married off another 
Siſter. 

Having formed the grand Deſign I 
have before hinted at, Foe grew now 
more than ordinary ſaving. He had 
near Fifteen Thouſand a Year; and his 
own Family Expences being much con- 
fined within thoſe Limits, he had allot- 
ted Four Thouſand for his Family and 
Charities, and yearly accumulated Ten, 
as a Fund for other Occaſions. In about 
ſeven Years from the Death of his Fa- 
ther, his Family was ſo much decreaſed 
that he had only two Siſters at home 
with him, having married all the reſt, 
and placed out his Brothers, ſome one 

Way, 
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Way, ſome another; ſo that now he had 
only to ſet up ſuch of them as had not 
already received what he intended to 
give them: For the Doctor was about 
iding for himſelf, and had received 

our Thouſand Pounds from him. 

The Parſon was itill at the Univerſity, 

had taken Orders, and only waited ſome 
Benefice to drop, for putting him in an 
independent Way of Life; when a Miſ- 
fortune happened amongſt them, which 
Joe had long ſuſpected. 
Mr. Harris, who married Joe's eldeſt 
Siſter, was reputed to have a large 
Eſtate; but Joe had lately heard that it 
had been deeply mortgaged by his Fa- 
ther. Now this, Mr. Harris not taking 
Care to pay off, nor the Intereſt, it had 
run ſo long till the Mortgagee had re- 
covered it upon an Ejectment, and had 
turned Mr. Harris and his Lady out of 
Doors. 

She fled immediately to her Brother, 
and Joe received her not, as he told her, 
as any other than a Viſitor, till he had 


informed himſelt of Mr. Harris's Af- 
fairs. This his Intereſt in the Country 

ſoon gained him, and he was now Well 
| ; ſatisfied 


ly cover more than a Quarter 
the Eſtate; that arris had taken u 


careleſly ſpent, or gamed away; and that 


he made ſo bad a Husband at home, 
that his Wiſe had of late often wanted 
Neceſſaries. 

Being furniſhed with this Intelligence, 

he applied himſelf to his Siſter Sally, re- 
quiring the Truth from her ; but as to 
the former Part of the Story, ſhe plead- 
ed Ignorance ; as to the lattcr, ſhe had 
had but too woeful Experience of it. 
_ Finding Matters thus, Foe told her 
ſhe was now welcome to his Houle, as 
an injured Siſter, who had placed herſelf 
under his Protection; but as for her 
Husband, who had confounded his For- 
tune by Gaming, he ſhould eſteem him- 
ſelf, if not an Abettor, yet at leaſt a 
Comforter of a Gameſter, if he aſſiſted 
him ; for which Reaſon he ſhould de- 
cline it. 

Mrs Harris had not long gained Foot- 
ing in her Brother's Family, but ob- 

Vor. II. H ſerving 


—— 
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ſerving Betſy ſtill to keep the Head of 
the Table, and that nothing could arrive 
to her Order but what mult come thro? 
Betfy's Hands, ſhe began to _ it, 
and was perpetually ſnubbing her Siſter 
for it ; who having lived hitherto with 
her Brother in the greateſt Harmony, 
would no longer conceal her Siſter's 
Uſage from him. 

T his * Joe very uneaſy ; fo that 
taking his Opportunity, he demanded 
of Sally the Reaſon why Betſy, whom 
he had ſet at the Head of his Family, 
almoſt ſo early as he had had one, was 
made uneaſy by her? Mrs. Harris, 
who from the ill Uſage of her Husband, 
had been often driven to high Words 
with him, grew ſoon very flippant with 
her Tongue to her Brother too; ad- 


niring, ſhe ſaid, he ſhould have fo little 


Manners as to fit at Table with her Siſter 
in the chief Place at it; whilſt ſhe, her 
elder Siſter, and a married Woman too, 
was to think herſclf highly honoured at 
her Siſter's Right Hand. 

She was going on very furiouſly, when 
Jce fopped her; telling her, that having 


opened the Cauſe of her Complaint, all 
Additzons would then be ſuperfluous, 
and 
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and could only ſerve to illuſtrate a Fact, 
which, if wrong or right in its own Na- 
ture, neither he or the by Argument 
could change : But before ſhe proceeded 
any further, he faid, he would ſatisfy 
her why Betfy graced the Head of his 
Table, and managed the Affairs of his 
Family; becauſe, he ſaid, he had long 
ſince appointed her to it; and then, be- 
cauſe ſhe had ever ſince behaved herſelf 
prudently in it, which of itſelf was 
Ground ſufficient with him for her re- 
taining it: But, added he, Siſter, there 
is (till a ſtronger Cauſe ; ought not your 
own Child, being at Age, and qualified 
for it, take Place at your Table before 
your own Siſter? She allowed ſhe ſhould, 
but the Caſe was far otherwiſe, ſhe ſaid, 
between Brothers and Siſters only; for 
there the Elder ought to take Place. 
Sally, ſaid Zoe, Betſy is my Daughter; 
ſhe is caſt upon my Care, and I am to 
provide for her ; therefore that is her 
Poſt till ſhe marries from me, let who 
will be at my Table; neither ſhall any 
one under my Roof cither claim or ex- 
erciſe a Superiority over her, ſo long as 
ſhe acts prudently in the Character I 
have veſted her in. 


H 2 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Harris, flouncing about, mut- 
tering, and giving herſelf many Airs; 
Siſter, ſaid Foe, 1 live without Jarrs in 
my Family, but perceive you have been 
but too much uſed to them ; for which 
Reaſon you are no Companion for me. 
Then putting his Hand in his Pocket, 
here is Twenty-five Guineas for you, 
ſaid he; ſee me again this Day fix 
Months I will pay you the ſame Sum ; 
but leave my Houle directly; for whilſt 
Perſons in the ſame Houſe live at Enmity 
with one another, no Benefit can redound 
even from their Prayers. 

Mrs. Harris, not expecting this ſevere 
Treatment, ſhe ſaid, Foe told her ſhe 
had brought it upon herſelf ; but he 
would tolerate her no longer within his 
Doors. 

7oe went on ſaving, giving, and main- 
taining Numbers of People, till he had 
married off all his Siſters but Betſy, who 


though ſne had received many good 


Offers, had yet ſtuck to none of them, 
having always preferred the Peace ſhe 
had enjoyed in her Brother's Family, to 
every other Conſideration that the Mar- 
riage State could afford her: He had 
likewiſe paid to all his Brothers whatever 
he had intended for their Proviſion ; ſo 

cd. Ac 
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that now he went forward with his Plan 
of the Charity he had projected, with 
ſome roſpect of ſoon bringing it to Per- 
fection; but as he had a Mind that its 
annual Revenue ſhould ariſe rather from 
a landed Intereſt than a pecuniary one, 
which would be more fluctuating, and 
ſubje& to Accidents, he began to look 
out for ſome Purchaſe to veſt about 
four-ſcore Thouſand Pounds in; when 
not being able to meet with a ſingle one 
of near the Value, he had taken up al- 
ready with three or four of five or ſix 
Thouſand Pounds each. 

Whilſt he was waiting for others, he 
began to bethink himſelf of the Lady, 
who about twelve or more Years before 
he had ſome Thoughts of making his 
Wife; and whilſt tne Thing was in his 
Head he wrote over to Hall, the Stew- 
ard of his Uncle's Eſtate, Robins having 
been ſome Years dead, to enyuire after 
the Lady, whoſe Name he then ſent him, 
with her Deſcription and Place of Abode, 
to ſee whether ſhe was living or dead ; 
and, if living, whether Maid, Wife, or 
Widow. 

He was ſoon anſwered by Hall, that 
ſhe was living, and a Maiden, in the 

H 2 ſame 
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ſame Houſe ſtill, with her Widow Mo- 
ther, who was extremely aged and infirm, 
As few People are ſuch Confidents in 
Matters of Secrecy, but that they alſo 
have a Confident themſclves, . muſt 
hear it, ſo moſt People conclude, that a 
Secret might as well have been reſerved 
from themiclves, as they have no Fower 
to communicate it: For as it is not the 
being let into a Secret one's ſelf, but de- 
bating upon it with ſome other, that all 
the Fleaſure ariſes from; ſo here Hall 
had related this Meſſage to his Wife, 
v hich of Conſequence created a Debate 
between them two, the Concluſen where- 
of was, that Sir  ejeph was in Love with 
Miſs B—b—y, (tor ſo ſhe was called, 
though as old as himſelt) and would 
ſoon pay his Addreſſes to her. Hall's 
Wife told one who had been a Nurſe 
to Miſs B-b—y's Mamma, that Sir 
Foſeph was in Love with Miſs, and was 
about to addreſs her on the Subject, and 
Nurſe told Miſs; ſo that when Foe, a 
few Weeks after, paid her a Viſit, (as 
he imagined ſhe would take it) of Ce- 
remony only, as an old Acquaintance, 
miſtaking it for a Beginning of Court- 
ſhip, gave herſclf ſo many Airs _ 


and bis Son JOE. 141 


ſome of the Speeches he made her, that 
Sir Joſeph being glad he had diſcovered 
her Temper, beture he had declared his 
Mind to her, not only left her without 
the leaſt Notice taken of his Errand, 
but the Country alſo the next Morning, 
nor ever ſaw her more. 

The Lady was ſurprized when ſhe 
heard he had left the Country, but much 
more ſo, when after a long Time ſpent 
in Expectation of his Return, ſhe was 
informed of his Nuprials elſewhere ; and 
thoſe to a Lady whom ſhe not only was 
herſelf acquainted with, but knew 
have no Fortune: And then, when it 
was too late, Miſs moſt heartily repent - 
ed of the Treatment ſhe had given him, 
which ſhe could never have offered ar, 
had ſhe not thought ſhe had him ſure, and 
that by her Indifference to him at that 
Time, ſhe ſhould make a Merit of her 
future Conſent to hin ; but Miſs had 
now over- acted her Part, to her own 
Confuſion ; for all that ſhe had gained 
by the Bargain was, to hve to fee Sir 
Joſeph the Husband of one ſhe deſpiſed, 
and to ſhew him, in his Life-time, that 
ſhe died an old Maid. 


H 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 


_ D—t—b diſappointed of a Lover, 
Hir Fathe Father dies inſolvent. 
= oe declared beſt Purchaſer of bis Eftate. 
Miſs ſeeks a Service. Meets others to 
convey the Eſtate to Joe. Sir Joſeph 
 fmitten with Miſs. Short Courtſhip. 


O E ſtill proceeding with his Pur- 
chaſes, had by his A gents agreed for 
a ſmall Eftate of Four Hundred Pounds 
a Year, that had been leſt by a Colonel 
in the Army to Truſtees for Payment of 
his Debts, and the Overplus to his only 
Daughter, then about the Age of twenty- 


fix Years. She had received a 
Education during her Father's Life- 
time; was a Lady moſt eſtimable for her 
Prudence and Oeconomy; ſpoke ſeveral 
Languages; and of ſo ſweet a Diſpoſi- 
tion as to be remarked for it all over the 
Country 


: infomuch that ſhe was become 
the Envy of all her Cotem ; 
few Parents propoſing to their Children 
any other Exemplar, or com their 
ſeveral Behaviours and Actions with us 
Ot 
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other Standard than Miſs D— 5, that 
being the Lady's Name. 

Whilſt her Father the Colonel lived, 
they had kept a ſplendid Houſe, kept 
their Coach and tour, a very genteel 
Equipage, and were regarded by che 
whole Circle of the neighbouring Gentry, 
none of them making a better Appear- 
ance than Colonel D t-; for having 
a Regiment, it contributed greatly to his 
ſhowing out ſo much; but his paternal 
Eſtate being but ſmall, and his living 
too high for it, at his Death the Truſtees 
and Creditors went into Chancery, to 

ure a Decree for its Sale, undcr his 

ill, and that the Creditors might all 
prove their Debts before a Maſter, in 
order that they might be ſatisficd from 
the Purchaſe-Money. 

Miſs had ever in her Father's Time 
not only eſtcemed herſelf a good For- 
tune, but was alſo reputed ſo to be by 
others; ſhe not being then apprized of 
the numerous Di mands that atterwards 
appeared upon her Father ; but imagin- 
ing ſhe ſhould he intitled to a very pretty 
Eſtate at her Fa twr's Deceaſe, the had 
received the Addreſſes of a young Gen- 
tleman of five or ſix hundred a Year, 
H 5 tor 
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for Marriage. The Colonel approved 
it highly, but as he could part with no 
* Matters in his Life-time, he had 

tiofied the Lover with the Aſſurance 
of his All at his Death, which by this 
Time was preſumed to be at no very 
great Diſtance. 

The young Ones being fully agreed, 
Preparations were making for their Nup- 
tials; but ſeveral unſoreſeen Delays pro- 
trafting the Ceremony, the Colonel in 
the mean Time dying. put a Stop to it, 
as was expected, for tome Time longer; 
but no ſooner were the Colonel's Cir- 
cumſtances more generally known about 
the Country, from the Clamours and 
appointed Meetings of his Creditors for 
Redreſs, than the Reputation of Miſs's 
Eſtate dwindling down to a mere Sha- 
dow, her Lover never more apprared 
to her 

Miſs bore this Diſappointment with 
the Firmneſs of Reſolution but rarely to 
be met with in the Sex; eſpecially in 
any Caſe ſimilar to that before us, and 


- waited patiently till the Law. ſuit ſhould 


be determin d, for a cl arer Knowledge 
whether ſome little Matter might be left 
to ſupport her in ſome mean but inde- 

pendent 
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ent Way, or whether ſhe muſt caſt 
rſelf upon a Service for her future 
Subſiſtence. After a three Years Con- 
teſt in Chancery, and an Adjuſtment of 
all Accounts, at a very great Expence 
to the Eſtate, Sir Zo/eph being declared 
the beſt Purchaſer, it was apparent that 
the Purchaſe-Money would not amount 
to more than Sixteen Shillings in the 
Pound to the ſeveral Creditors ; where- 
by Miſs would be left with no more than 
the bare Cloaths upon her Back, and 
muſt ſet her own Wits to work for a 
Maintenance. 


Theſe were hard Terms, and muſt 


have been efteemed ſo, to whoſoever. 


Lot they had fallen; but yet Miſs ſuſ- 
tained the Misfortune with a Fortitude 
that all who knew hcr admired in her. 
She had caſt about for an \ſylum to fly 
to, ſo ſoon as Sir Joſep» ſhould enter 
into Poſſeſſion z but as yet had met with 
no Service that ſhe could chooſe to en- 
gage in; her ſole Study being, if poſ- 
ſible, to wait upon ſome ſingle elderly 
Lady, and one who might want no other 
Servant than herſelf; Br what had ever 
terrified her, in thinking upon that Way 
of Life, had been, living in a Place 
where 


| 
| 
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where there were many Servants, and 
eſpecially, of the Male Kind : For ſhe 
was well aſſured, ſhe ſhould never long 
tollerate their general Practices and Be- 
haviour. 
Whilſt Miſs was pondering over theſe 
r in her Mad,» _ alleviat- 
mg Difficulties miliarizing 
n 
Writings were all read KN. 
being decreed as Heireſs of her Fa 1 
to join in conveying the Eſtate to Sir 
Toh muſt meet the Truſtees at Sir 
1 next Day, at Noon; they 
being firſt, by Invitation, to dine with 
him, and then to to Buſineſs. 
Miſs would _ _ — her Ap- 
pearance there, d, if it was 
ſible, that the Decds might be — 
to der, either before, or after the reſt 
had ſigned, and then ſhe would execute 
them 255 but the Attorney who had 
delivered her the Meſſage, adviſed her 
by all Means to come, as Sir Joſeph had 


generally invited all the Parties, and not 
to be the only Abſenter amongſt them : 
For that moſt People loved to have all 
the Parties preſent, to avoid different 
Witneſſings. Nay, he told her, __ 


— 


| 
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her Circumſtances being ſo deplorable, 
as Sir Joſeph was noted for a charitable 
Man, it was far from improbable, but 
he might make her ſome little Preſent. 

Upon theſe Perſuaſions, Miſs pro- 
miſed to meet the reſt of the Company, 
at Sir Joſeph's the next Day, by One 
o*Clock, and accordingly, having dreſſed 
herſelf as neat as poſſible, but at the 
ſame Time, equally far from the leaſt 
Air of Gaiety, as ſhe t moſt 
ſuitable to the melancholy Occaſion, ſhe 
arrived at a little paſt One at the Baro- 
net's, after a Walk of upwards of four 
Miles ; that being the Space between her 
late Father's Seat and Sir Joſeph's. 

She had waited ſome Time in the 
Hall, before ſhe was ſhewn into the 
Parlour, where the reſt of the Com- 
Pany were collected; whilſt the Servant 
went in to inform them, that a Lady 
without would ſpeak with one of the 


TE whom ſhe had inquired for. 


happened, that whilſt Miſs ſtood 
etfy came down Stairs, and 
— * the Hall to ſome other Room 
ſhe was going to, the Ladies dropp'd 


each other a Curtſy, and Miſs D-it—b_ 


was ſhewn into the Parlour ; but as 
there 
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there was only the Company that ſhe 
knew there, ſhe was far better pleaſed, 
than if Sir eb, or any Stranger had 
been preſent, till ſhe ſhould be intermix'd 
in the Herd of her Acquaintance. 

Sir Joſeph had been to take a little 
Walk, (as he uſually walked many more 
Miles than he rode) and at his return, 
meeting, Betfy ; my Dear, ſaid he, are 
the Company come yet? She replied, 
were in the great Parlour z but 
Brother, ſaid ſhe, there is one of the 
ſweeteſt young Creatures amongſt them, 
that ever my yes beheld. ls that the 
Colonel's Daughter I have heard you 
of? He told her he believed it 
was, and that ſhe was to convey to him, 
that Day, her Title to her Father's 
Eſtate. Poor young Creature ! ſaid 
Miſs, I pity her with all my Heart, and 
wiſh I — before been acquainted with 
her ; for I think ſhe is the moſt agree- 
able young Lady I ever met with, and 


fo modeſt ſhe looked, that ſhe perte&tly 
charmed me. 

Sir Joſepb, having juſt given ſome Or- 
ders to one of his Scervaits, ſaluted his 
Gueſts ; and as the Deeds were not to 
be executed till after Dinner, they fell 

upon 


and his Sonu JOE. 159 


upon the Topic of News, and other 
indifferent Subjects; till Sir Joſeph re- 
quiring ſome Satisfction from his Law- 
yer, about the Time this Eſtate he was 
about purchaſing had been in the Colo- 
nel's Family, and ſome other Particu- 
hrs relative to it, none of which his 
Lawyer was perfect in, as he told him, 
but could inform him upon Peruſal of 
the old Deeds; Miſs would take upon 
herſelf to ſave him the Trouble of that 
Search, ſhe ſaid, by giving the Gentle- 
man an Anſwer to his Queſtions herſelf. 

She then beginning with her Anceſtor 
who made the firſt Purchaſe, and Settle- 
ment in that County, ſhew'd from 
whom he had it; and from thence ſhe 
conveyed it regularly down to her Fa- 
ther, as perfectly as from an Abſtract 
of the Title; and as to the other Mat- 
ters Sir Joſeph had been inquiſitive about, 
ſhe cleared up every Thing fo juſtly, 
and with that Perſpicuity, as left not 
the leaſt Room for an after Explana- 
tion or Inquiry. 

Sir Joſeph had looked upon her, with 
Admiration at her Judgment, through 
the whole Courſe of her Narration; her 
Diction, Propnety of Terms, Elocuti- 

on, 
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on, 1 Melody A to 
none was ſuperlative, even 

him; but above all. - the modeſt 
implicity of her dinner of Delivery 
unſtudy*'d Diffidence, and the win- 
Submiſſion of her Relation to the 


They dined together, which ſtill gave 
him an higher Taſte of her Behaviour: 
For being only all Men in her Com- 

4 2 not the leaſt Room 

ing herſelf, upon the T 

of their —— ; but now, ig 
Betfy having ſeated her on her Right- 
hand, began, after a few Compliments, 
and perceiving her to be a moſt con- 
verſible young Lady, to diſcourſe moſt 
freely with her; wherein, Miſs D—i#—b 
— herſelf to be ſo much a Miſtreſs 


of Words, as to be far Miſs, Beth's Su- 


Beth perceived it herſelf ; but was ſo 


far from envying her for it, as moſt 
young Ladies would, that admiring her 
the more, ſhe even forced the Diſcourſe, 
to give the young Lady an Opportunity 
or 
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for dilating her Talents, to the Pleaſure 
of the whole Audience. 

The young Ladies being now ſo fa- 
miliar, and Ber having ſo much upon 
her Hands, as the accommodating the 
whole Circle of the Table, made bold 
to deſire Miſs to be her Aſſiſtant, if ſhe 
would be ſo good as to excuſe her the 
Freedom of that Requeſt. This iſs 
accepted of with fo little Confuſion, and 
executed with ſo much Eaſe and Pro- 

ty, as, adding ſtill to the many 
Pert erfections the 1 had before 
diſcovered in her, determined him to 
make her his Wife. 

From the Moment that he had formed 
this Concluſion, he beheld her in ano- 
ther Light than before; he talked a great 
deal with her himſelf, and upon Con- 
clufion of the uſual Healths after Din- 
ner, the Lawyer ſtepping to his Bag, in 
order to their falling upon Buſineſs ; 
ſaid Sir Jeſepb, Gentlemen, I am ſorry 
for the Trouble I have this Day given 
you of attending with theſe Writings, 
which I am not ready to receive till 
To morrow ; but ſomewhat has ariſen 
in my Mind, relative to this Affair, 
. 


— W 


— 


Buſineſs apart for a While, let us take 


Betfy's Converſation. 
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of you ail as for this Lady (pointing to 
Miſs, who bluſhed exceedingly) only, to 
hear, from whom alone, I can rcaſon- 
ably expect an Anſwer. 

As tor you, Gentlemen, ſaid he to 
the Truſtees, my Neighbours, I am in 
no Duuvt but you will favour me with 
your Company again To-morrow, to 
dine with me; but as for you Mr. —, 
ſaid he to the Lawyer, a Duplicature of 
Fee muſt invite you. I will abſolutely 
be ready for you To-morrow, which I 
hope will be no Inconvenience to any of 
us ; and as for you, Madam, faid he, 
my Chariot ſhall wait upon you, to pre- 
vent you another fatiguing Journey ſo 
far. I hope this will be pleaſing to you 
Gentlemen, therefore, ſaid Sir Joſepb, 


a Glaſs and be ſociable. 

The Gentlemen expreſſing themſelves 
at Sir Joſeph's Service; Mils, who had 
been ſo generouſly received, and enter- 
tained there, could ſhew no oken of 
her Diſa ion: For that nothing 
could poſſibly prove an higher Qualifi- 
cation to her, than an Iteration of Miſs 


The 
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The Gentlemen being thus ſettled to 
their Glaſs, Miſs Beth) asked her Com- 
ion, if ſhe would pleaſe to take a 
iew of her Brother's Houſe and Gar- 
dens, whilſt the Gentlemen were over 
their Bottle? This Miſs agreeing to, 
they were abſent for about an Hour, 
till towards Tea time; when Miſs 
D- tb having a tedious Way home, 
told Betſy, that ſhe feared if ſhe layed 
any longer, and eſpecially till Tea was 
over, ſhe ſhould be too late: So that 
ſhe roſe up to go back, for ſome Part 
of her Dreſs that ſhe had left in the Par- 
jour; whilſt Betſy, juſt ordered the Tea 
with all Speed, = tollowed her in. 
Betfy then tiling her Brother, that 
Miſs was feartul of being too late home 
if ſhe ſtaid Tea with her, begg*d the 
Favour of his Chariot for conveying her 
thither, and then ſhe need not be ſo 
anxious about the Time. Sir Jeſepb re- 
„ by all means; but that himſelf 
ving a Queſtion to demand of Mis, 
that none other of them could reſolve 
him in, if the pleaſed ro ſtep into one 
of the other Parlours with him, he 
ſhould be much obliged to her. 


Mis 
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Miſs judging it to be ſome 
about £5 FE ſtate, made not the 
Heſitation at following him. He begg'd 
the Favour of her to be ſeated, and 
placed himſelf by her; when Miſs wait- 
ing for his Demand of her; young 
Lady ! faid he, you are about ing 
to me a Conveyance of your Family 
Eſtate ; ſhall I intreat from you an in- 
Anſwer, without the leaſt Pallia- 
tion or F vaſion ? If it was in her Power, 
and it was a Queſtion, ſhe aſſured 
him he ſhould receive no Trouble from 
her in the Reſolution of. it. 

Then Madam, ſaid Sir Joſeph, how 
ſhould you approve of your Perſon, 
following the Eſtate to my Poſſeſſion ? 
Sir Jaſeph, rephed Miſs, could 1 per- 
ſuade myſclf of the Reality of your 
Heart, when a Bleſſing ſo far beyond 
my beſt Merits is offered to me, by a 
Gentleman, who, had 1 Millions, would 
not but ly to all Men demand 
them, my Anſwer would be moſt ready 
to you; but, when I reflect upon the 
indigent Circumſtances my dear Father 
has left me in, and deſpicable State I 
am reduced to, even beneath the Ser- 
vants of your own Family, who are al- 

ready 
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ready moſt expert at that Labour, which 
I have till to learn for my Subſiſtance ; 
my own Unworthineſs ſtrikes me with 
ſuch Confuſion, as to forbid my Tongue 
from uttering the real Dictates of my 

Heart before you. | 
Miſs D—i——-+ then burſting into 
Tears, and turning her Face, which ſhe 
had now ſmothered in her Handkerchief, 
from him, was ſcarce able to contain 
herſclf. This drew the Tears alſo from 
Sir Joſeph's Eyes, and fain he would 
have adminiſtered ſome Comfort to her ; 
but that he feared, the more paſſionate 
the Profe ſſion he ſhould make her would 
be, they would but the more increaſe 
her Diſcompoſurc, till her firſt Tran- 
ſport had ſ ent itſclf. He waited there- 
ore with Impatience, till ſhe had with- 
drawn her Hand from her Face, and he 
perceived her to be drying her Eyes, 
that ſhe might turn to him again; when 
raiſing his own Spirits as much as poſ- 
fible, though he put an intollerable 
Force upon himſelf in ſo doing; he ſtept 
up to her, and with a Smile upon his 
Face; then, my dear Miſs D—t—b, ſaid 
he, as we are agreed, all that I ſhall fur- 
ther defire of you is, that you will dreſs 
yourſelf 


I 


| 
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yourſelf as elegantly as may be, againſt 
your Chariot attends you To-morrow, 
which will be ſomewhat earlier than I 
had appointed you for this Day ; that 
as your Eſtate, will by Noon, be longer 
yours, I may have the Pleaſure of in- 
troducing you to a better, which I am in 
Hopes no croſs Accidents in this World, 
will ever bereave you of. 

Sir Joſepb then embracing and ſalut- 
ing of her, beſought her to dry away 
her I ears, that ſhe might not be ſuſ- 
pected by the Company to have been 
3 and aſſured her, that more 


weeping 
Courtſhip than had paſſed between them, 


was abſolutely unneceſſary, where Hearts 
were already ſo united, as he hoped 
theirs were. 

Mis would have made ſome further 
Diſplay of her Gratitude to him; but 
fearing it might but involve them both 
in a freſh Current of Tears again, he 
declined hearing of it, by telling her, 
they had already tarried ſo long, that 
their Company would be expected at 
Tea; then taking her by the Hand, 
and telling her, he hoped they ſhould 
receive each other more pleaſurably on 


the Morrow, he deſired her to afford to 
their 
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their Company within, no Manner of 
Suſpicion that any Thing more than 
ordinary had paſt, by the leaſt Altera- 
tion in her former Behaviour. 

Bring all once more united, no ſooner 
had they finiſhed their Tea, than the 
Strangers touk leave; Sir Joſeph deſir- 
ing they would be with him by Eleven 
o' Clock at fartheſt. 


CH AP. XII. 


Diſcourſes the Subjeft with Betſy. Grand 
Entertainment prepared Conveyance 
executed Are married. Betly reſigns 
the Regalia, Great Rejoicings. Cha- 
rater of Joe's new Lady. 


8 I R Joſepb's Company had not been 
long gone, before, as he and his 
Siſter Buß were ſitting together, he 
asked her what ſhe thought of the 
young Lady who had that To dined 
with them? Indeed, Brother, ſaid ſhe, 
] think, as far as I can frame any Judg- 
ment from ſo ſlender an Acquaintance 
with her, that with the whole FPene- 
tration I could make into her Perſon 
and Deportment, I could not ſpy a ſingle 


Fault 
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Fault in her; and that is very much, 


you will allow, for one Lady to ſay of 

another ; who are uſually condemned, 

for a Failing on the contrary Part. 
How ſhouldſt thou like her for a Siſter, 


ve little Hope but of your dy- 
chelor; though I cannot 
if | may ſpeak freely, continued 
I ſhould be as well, or better 
pleaſed at calling that Lady Siſter, as 
any one | ever knew 

Why Child! faid he, if 1 marry her, 
you muſt give Place to her, and be- 
come but a mere Cypher in my Family. 
I ſhall then be in my proper Sphere, 
when that Day comes, Brother, ſaid ſhe 
nor can I wiſh it to be protracted, for 
the Preſervation of my own Authority. 
In ſome Families, added ſhe, Perſons 
in the Station I have long held, might 
have frequent Occaſion for exerting their 
Power, and ſhewing themſclves to be 
Sovtreigns; but in yours, Brother, where 
no one is ſtrained beyond his equitable 
Duty, and every one ſtrives to perform 


it, 
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it, the Miſtreſs is ſcarce known from the 
Maid, but by her cloathing. Here 
Power is complacent, added ſhe, and 
Subjection voluntary, both united, form 
the moſt harmonious State in Nature, 
in my Opinion. So that, added ſhe, 
e*en marry and undignify me, as ſoon 
as you pleaſe, ſo that you enter but into 
Articles with your Lady, for conformi- 
ty to your own Diſpoſition and Prac- 
tices z; which if once ſhe but heartily 
falls into, I will be reſponſible for 
the good bearing of the Reſt of your 
Family ; who, (keep but the Head 
found) as Members, can never miſcarry. 
Canſt thou think, Beit, ſaid Sir Fo/eph, 
that Miſs D—t—+b, would make ſuch 
a Wife as you ſpeak of? If any one can, 
ſaid ſhe, its probable : For you ſaw but 
little of her natural Temper in the Par- 
lour, under the Reſtraint of ſo much 
Company. She was quite another | hing 
when we were alone; ſo pleaſant, fo 
affable, and ſpoke of every one we diſ- 
courſed of, as a Brother, or Siſter, ſo 
lovingly ; nor had we a ſingle Word of 
Scandal ſtarted in our whole Converſa- 
tion, though ſome of our Subjects might 
well have required it. 
Vol. II. I I intend 
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I intend to try her To-morrow, Child, 
ſaid he. To-morrow, Brother, returned 
Betſy ; as how pray? Why, to marry 
her Lo-morrow, ſaid he. Fie Brother! 
replied Miſs ; you are not accuſtomed, 
though but in a Joke, to aſſert a Falſi- 
ty. Nor do I now, anſwered he: For I 
here ſcriouſly profeis the Truth to you. 
What ? ſaid ſhe, that you are to be 
married to Miſs Dt, upon the 
next Day that comes, after going to 
Bed to Night? (ſhe delivering herſclf of 
this, very drawlmgly) Sir Joſeph, in 
mockery to her, replied, that he Fo/eph 
Brunt, would take ſomebody D—t—þ 
(for he knew not her Chriſtian Name 
yet) to be his wedded Wite To-morrow, 
and that ſhe, Elizabeth Brunt, muſt ſer 
the molit'clegant Entertainment upon the 
Table, by Two o' Clock, that the 
County of Art could contribute to. 

am certain Brother, ſaid Miſs, you 
are in Joke with me. Upon my Hon- 
our, Child, ſaid he, I ſpeak the Truth, 
Nay then, replied Miſs, I believe you; 
but it is one of thg oddeſt Things in 
Nature to me. Did you ever lee her 
before? demanded ſhe, Never in my 
Life, ſaid he, Why, added ſhe, you 


have 
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have ſcarce been acquainted ſix Hours; 
and long enough too, Child ! ſaid he, 
for Perſons intent upon Buſineſs. But 
ſome Courtſhip, ſaid ſhe, muſt ſurely, 

e your Nuptials! That is already 
over, ſaid Sir Foſeph. ; 

Poh! — cried Miſs, now I underſtand 
you. Plhaw ! you have carried on a 
Correſpondence with her by Letter for 
ſome Time. Ay, aye, that is the Caſe. 
Not I, I profeis, ſaid Sir Foſeph : For 
neither have I ever ſeen her Hand-wri- 
ting, or ſhe mine, to my Knowledge, 
in our whole Lives. When then com- 
menced your Courtſhip ? ſaid Miſs. In 
the Parlour juſt now, ſaid he. And 
when ended it ? asked ſhe. In the Par- 
lour, ſaid Sir Joſeph; not that I can ſay 
it will abſolutely conclude till To-mor- 
row about Twelve o' Clock. 

O!] Bett, Beit, added Sir Foſeph, a 
World of Bulineſs may be done in a 
ſhort Space, where no Oppoſition is 
meant. Well ! truly, ſaid Miſs, I think 
it becomes every Woman, for her Re- 
putation ſake, to make ſome Oppoſi- 
tion ; nor doubt I but Miſs did. Not 
a ſingle Word of it, ſaid her Brother, 
I'll aſſure you. Then I ſhall have the 

| 12 worſe 
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worſe Opinion of her, I can promiſe you 
— ſaid ſhe; for I chick, ſuch Be- 
haviour ſhews too much Forwardneſs ; 
but ſomething, added ſhe, muſt have 
paſſed between you, or how can either 
you or ſhe know you are to be Man 
and Wife To-morrow ? 

Why Child! I'll tell thee, ſaid Sir 
Joſeph. I asked her how ſhe ſhould ap- 
prove of delivering me her Perſon, with 
her Eſtate ? She look'd at me with A- 
ſtoniſnment, and anſwered only with her 
Tears. I then intreated her, as all w:s 
already agreed upon, to come dreſſed 
To morrow, and we would be mar- 
ried before Dinner; and ſo we are 
to be, ſaid he. Miſs Ber fell to 
laughing ſo, that ſhe was not to be 
qualified. Well! ſaid ſhe, this is the droll- 
eſt Courtſhip I ever heard of in my 
Days. A Courtſhip indeed ! why, if 
there was to be no more Trouble than 
this in it, who would ever go without 
a Husband : But ſeriouſly ſpeaking, 
Brother, added ſhe, if it is to be as you 
ſay, I muſt put all my beſt Things on, 
and appear as ycur Bride-maid. 

Betſy being now ſatisfied that it was 
ro be ſo, took care to order every Thing 
lat was to be provided the next * ; 

Which 
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which amounting to a prodigious Super- 
fluity of Edibles, over and above what- 
ever had uſed to be provided, Com- 

ny or none ; the Servants were in a 

aze at the Redundancy, and at the 
Orders each had received, for ſetting 
forth all Things in as magnificent a 
Manner, as if the King of England had 
been to dine there; but though ſeveral 
broad Signs were made to Miſs Betſy 
by them, as if craving ſome Explana- 
tion, ſhe had been too long acquainted 
with her Brother's Temper, to ſuffer the 
leaſt Thing to eſcape her, which could 
he but once have found that ſhe had 
done, ſhe would have loſt his Counh- 
dence for ever. 

The Family were ſtirring early next 
Morning; when ſo ſoon as Prayers were 
over, Foe told his Chaplain, that he 
ſhould want him about Eleven o'Clock, 
to be a Witneſs to ſome Deeds that were 
that Morning to be executed, and de- 
fired him not to be out of the Way. 

The Truſtees and the Lawyer, with 
his Clerk, were at Sir Joſeph's tomewhat 
before a Eleven, and Foe, that he might 
rather wait for his Bride, than ſhe for 
him, was moſt elegantly dreſt, and de- 

I 3 ſcended 
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ſcended to them ; when in very few 
Minutes after, the Chariot whirling in- 
to the Court, Joe went and conducted 
Miſs in, ſo exquiſitely adorn'd, without 
Grandeur, that though he had the Day 
before determined on her being the 
fineſt amongſt Women, ſhe now as far 
excelled berſelf in his Eye, as ſhe had 
beſore the generality of the female 
Race; inſomuch, that he even grudged 
the Delay that muſt be yielded to the 
Writings, before he made her his own. 
Being all now met, after he had com- 
limented Miſs upon her Arrival, he 
ordered the Lawyer to produce the 
Writings for Exccution. 

Whilſt this was doing, one of the 
Truſtees obſerving Miſs to be decorat- 
ed, ſo far as he thought, tranſcending 
the Character ſhe appeared in, of a Per- 
ſon paſſing away her laſt Stake; began 
to think the Habit ſhe before appeared 
in, much more becoming of her Con- 
dition; and fearing ſhe ſhould be re- 
marked for the Levity of her Apparel, 
took her aſide, and told her ſo ; aflur- 
ing her that more ſimple, and leſs ſhowy - 
Garments, upon ſo melancholy a Con- 
cern as the Preſent, would have — 

m 
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much more for her Reputation, than the 
Choice ſhe had made, which in his Eye 
had better ſuited her Initiation to a bri- 
dal Bed, than to certain and indiſputable 
Beggary. PS 

iſs thanked him kindly for his Con- 
cern upon her Account; ſhe had but ſe- 
lected ſuch from her Apparel, ſhe ſaid, 
as were beſt adapted to the Occaſion, in 
her own Judginent ; but ſhould they 
not in the long run prove fo, ſhe would 
_ the Shame of his Cenſure to her- 
ſolf. 

By this Time, the Deeds being open- 
ed, the lawyer began to read them; 
but Joe, whoſe Impatience for ſerving 
his own Turn, was now heightened to 
a Pitch of Extravagance, ill brouking 
the Delay this would Occaſion, ſtopt 
him, with Gentlemen 'Truſt-es! are 
you ſatisfied that this Conveyance is 
right? They replied, that their Lawyer 
having peruled it, as alſo their Council, 
they had no Manner of Objection to it: 
Asking then Miſs if ſhe approved it 
and her Reply, that the Truſtecs were 
the Perſons who were to think tor her, 
anſwering his Queſtion as well as her ap- 
proval ; he then asked his own Lawyer, 

I 4 Whcther 
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whether it was a Conveyance, whereby 
the Eſtate would be duly transferred to 
him ? When upon his Anſwer in the 
Affirmative, and that the Deeds had 
been ſettled by Council, and had paſſed 
the Maſter's Sanction, Sir Joſeph ſaid, 
he could ſee no Uſe in reading them 
over to them, who were no more Judges 
of their Merits, than they were of Alge- 
bra, and deſired the Parties to proceed 
to the Exccution. 

T he Truſtees firſt ſigning, and then 
Miſs ; and having all ſealed and deli- 
vered them, in Preſence of the Parſon, 
the Lawyer, his Clerk, and Miſs Betſy, 
ſaid Sir Joſepbh, is there any Thing fur- 
ther to be done with theſe Deeds? The 
Lawyer anſwered no, ſave the depoſit- 
ing them wherever he pleaſed, and en- 
tering into Poſſcſſion of the Eſtate. 


Sir Foſeph then locking them up in his 


Bureau, replicd, that Poſſeſſion was al- 
ready holden fur him, by that youngLady. 
The Truſtees and the Lawyer ſtaring at 
him, and judging him under ſome Mif- 
take, were about to have rectified his 
Judgment; when without waiting for 
their fruitleſs Tale, and turning to his 
Chaplain, with the Lady in his * 


1 

* 
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» 
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he ordered him to marry them imme- 
diately. 

The Chaplain ſtood aghaſt, at what 
was ſaid to him, and the Truſtees were 
under all imaginable Confuſion ; when 
Sir Joſeph, again repeating his Orders to 
the Chaplain, he begg'd Leave to go and 
fetch his Book, not being prepared for 
ſo unexpected a Service. But Sir Jeſepbh, 
who had before provided againſt any 
Demur of that Kind, from his Pocket 
produced one, which having opened, 
the Chaplain proceeded to the Cere- 
mony; but ſure, Marriage Rites were 
never performed before ſo many Spec- 
tators, under ſuch a Conſternation be- 
fore z not a Soul, but Miſs Betſy, hav- 
ing the leaſt Suſpicion of any ſuch Thing, 
till it was ordered: Nor even then could 
they credit their own Eyes or Ears, till 
it was over, when they all congratulated 
the Parties, and the Truſtee begging 
her Lady ſhip's Pardon, aſſured her, that 
had he been Maſter of the Secret, his 
Cenſure had been reverted. 

When Dinner was ſerved up, her 


Ladyſhip took her Place at the Head 
the Table; Betfy, upon the firſt 
wering the Board, taking her by 

15 the 
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the Hand, and leading her to it, aſſuring 
her, with how much Pleaſure ſhe re- 
ſigned it to her. 

There were the greateſt Profuſion of 
Elegancies, that had ever been ſeen upon 
the like Occaſion, in the Country before; 
and notwithſtanding the Number of her 
Gueſts, her Ladyſhip bchaved with that 
Dexterity, Compoſure, and Curteſy, as 
proved to the Aumiration of the whole 
Company, and who all allowed, that no 
Woman upon Earth could have graced 
her Ladyſhip's Situation, better than 
ſhe did. 

No ſooner was the Cloth removed, 
than Sir Joſeph calling his Houſe Stew- 
ard, ordered, that ſo ſoon as the Ser- 
vants had dined, the Remainder of 
all that was left, ſhould be given to 
the Poor. This his Company hearing, 
took as an Intimation for them to move 
early; for that there would be no ſup- 
ping, there, or elſe, if any ſuch Thing 
had been deſigned, there were abun- 
dance of Diſhes, which -having been 
ſent away untouched, would have de- 
corated the Table of a Nobleman in the 
Evening; but nothing is more fallible 
than Man: For upon the Mi” 

offer 
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offer to be moving after Tea, as the 
Day before, Sir Jeſepb inſiſted upon 
ad 


ſpending the Evening with him 
his Lady, and ſeeing them fairly 
lodged together. 
The Nuptials had ſcarce been cele- 
brated a full Hour, before Rumour had 
not only ſpread it through Sir Joſeph's 
own Pariſh, but that of his Lady's too, 
and others the next adjacent : So that 
the Bells all ringing far and near, and 
the Poor all flocking to the Houſe, it 
was not the Proviſion they had left, 
would half ſuffice for the out Viſitors ; 
but the Hallooing in the Yard, and 
about the Houſc, giving Sir Jeſeph No- 
tice of their Numbers, he ordered out 
ſeveral Hogſheads of Strong Beer; gave 
Money inſtead of other Proviſion, and, 
though at no other Time he would have 
ſuffered tie ſame, gave ſuch Way to tbe 
Exccſſes of his Viſitors, that there was 
ſcarce a ſingle Soul in the Compony, 
that could find his, or her Way home 
all Night, of thoſe who lived at the 
leaſt Dif ance, 

Supper-time coming on, his Gveſts 
were amazed to think, from whence be 
had procured halt the Varicty of | ſh, 
Fleſh, 
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Fleſh, and Fowl that poured in upon 
them, —_ 


meſſes, of which they could form no 
Notion. 


They wore out the Evening in all the 
Pleaſantry they were capable of; when 
about Eleven o'Clock, the Bride and 
Betfy retiring, after ſome Stay, Sir Jo- 
ſeph and the reſt of the Company fol- 
lowed them to his Bed-chamber, where 
finding her Ladyſhip ready diſpoſed, 
they turned Sir Zo/eph in to her; then 
having handed the Sack Poſſet round, 
broke the Cake over their Heads, and 
diverted themſelves for a while with the 
— they turned the Key and left 

em 

Sir Joſepb had now a new Work upon 
his Hands; for, added to all his cha- 
ritable Schemes, he had the Delight of 
her Ladyſhip ſo much at Heart, that his 
almoſt ſole Vexation was, that be could 
not diſcover Events of hers ſufficient ro 
delight himſelf in relieving : For it was 
allowed on all Hands, that a more 
diſcreet young Lady never entered the 
Marriage Bed. 

She had reſolved ſo to deport herſelf 
in all Things as ſhould beſt ao 

er 


— the * down he had . 
her to, from as abject a Condition as 
ſhe could well have been ſubjected to, 
mere Gratitude inſpired her with ſuch a 
Condeſcenſion to his Will, as ſoon grow- 
ing familiar to her, became moſt eligi- 
ble; and the Fruits thereof were too 
grateful to permit the leaſt Deviation in 
her, from the Rule ſhe had preſcribed 
to herſelf. 

Her Lady a 


| was fo ductile alſo, in 
all Affairs pleaſing to her Husband, that 
ſhe not Lon reſolved to follow, but 
actually proſecuted thoſe Steps only that 
ſhe obſerved him at any Time to walk 
in; inſomuch, that though his Servants 
had ſo dreaded the Acceſſion of a Lady 
to their Maſter's Bed, as to abandon all 
Thoughts of the happy Lives they then 
led, from the Moment of ſuch an Oc- 
currence ; yet after ſhe had a long Time 
been married to Sir Jaſepb, it was uſually 
ſaid amongſt them, that they had been 

ſenſible 
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ſenſible of no other Alteration in their 
Circumſtances, on Account of their Maſ- 
ters Marriage, than as when he was 
ſingle, they ly received their Or- 
ders from himſelf; ſo now they only re- 
ceived his Orders ſtill by a ſecond Hand, 
but in his own Words and Vianner too, 
he was ſo minutely copicd by her ; nor 
could this fail of cementing his Affec- 
tions to her, by more forcible Ties than 
ever. 

As for Miſs Betfy, whom we might 
with ſtricteſt Reaſon judge to have been 
the greateſt Sufferer by this Match, her 
Ladyſhip and ſhe lived together not 
only like own Siſters, but in ten Times 
more Harmony than they for the moſt 
Part do : For they, having their ſeparate 
Intereſts to ferve, are ſeldom without 
thoſe Jealouſies and Envyings, which 
taking no Place here, never was more 
fincere Love and Friendſhip ſubſiſting 
between any two Perſons * theſe ; 
and as Betſy had before rejected many a 
good Offcr, tor the fake ot that Serenity 
ſhe enjoyed with her Brother, in his 
ſingle State, ſo now, for like Reaſon, 
ſhe would hearken to nothing that might 

intertere 
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interfere with the moſt agreeable Life 
ſhe led with her new Siſter. 

Sir Joſeph added a Pair of new Horſes 
to his Carriage, for the ſake of her La- 
dyſhip, whom he judged to expett it, 
though ſhe diſſuaded him from it all that 
ſhe could, to no Purpoſe. He had let 
her into his charitable Plan too, which 
ſhe ſoon grew as fond of as himſelf, and 
promoted all in her Power, nay even 
recommended Alterations therein, which 
her Husband ſoon adopted; and now, 
both coming ſo plumb into it, Preparations 
were made for its Execution with all 
imaginable Speed. 

Her Ladyſhip indeed was ſcarce any 
thing ſhort of her Husband, in her In- 
clination to Beneficence to poor Objects 
of real Compaſſion ; which delighting 
him exceſſively, he furniſhed her with 
conſtant Supplies of Caſh for the Pur- 
poſe : So that inſtead of Goſſiping and 
Tittle-tattle from Houſe to Houle, as 
was too common in the Neighbourhood, 
though her Ladyſhip ever received her 
Friends with Politeneſs and Chearfulneſs, 
yet the moſt frequent Viſits that ſhe 
made were to the poor Pariſhioners, 
whoſe Families ſhe would recount to a 
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ſingle Soul, though there were ever fo 
many of them. Theſe ſhe would re- 
lieve according LS their 3 and 
even ring minutely into their 
Deen W. ants, would — her Dona- 
tions where ſhe judged moſt uſeful, 
either in Linen, Woollen, or Food, as 
ſne ſaw convenient; ever providing the 
— Things, rather than allowing 
Money for —_ for beſides that Mo- 
ney might be ſquandered ſome other 
Way, this Convenience attended it alſo, 
that ſhe relieved two at once, by pay- 
ing one for making what would cloath 
the other: For it is not only giving ſo 
much Money weekly or yearly amongſt 
the Poor, but the due Application and 


Appropriation of it, that makes the Deed 
truly charitable. 


CHAP 
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CH AP. XIII. 


Benefits of Good-nature. The Husband 
the Head. Building raiſed for a Cha- 
rity. Her Ladyſhip's Notion of Cha- 
rity. Refieflion on Sir Joſeph. De- 
ſcription of the Buildings, &c, Ma- 
nagement of the Poor. 


T js moſt aſſuredly one of the greateſt 
Bleſſings in Nature to be born with 
a gentle Diſpoſition ; and ſo much more 
ſo in the Female World, as it is the 
grand Perfection upon which all their 
tuture Felicity is to be dependant : For 
very few maſculine Tempers are ſo chur- 
liſh but may be reduced to Compla- 
cence, by a mild and yiclding Wite ; 
when the waſpiſh and froward but in- 
flame the bad Nature of a Man, even 
to a Devil. 

It is certainly not the Province of the 
Woman to ſet up for Dictator in a Fa- 
mily ; eſpecially to command her own 
Husband ; it 1s inverting the Order that 
Nature has her in, nor ever can 
ſhe encroach upon the Male . 

ut 
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but from a Perverſeneſs that proves he; 
own Deſtruction. 

I believe I may venture to affirm, that 
for one Woman who ever ſubdued her 
Husband, and reduced him to her Beck 
by Frowardneſs, and a perpetual Fault- 
finding, five hundred have gained their 
Affection by Meekneſs, Yielding, and 
Gentleneſs ; which once obtained, tor his 
own ſake he will be condeſcending to her 
Pleaſure. 

In the Nature of Things it is neceſ- 
fary, as in every Community, fo in every 
private Family, that there ſhould be a 
due Subordination and Dependance upon 
ſome one Head; and though it may be 
faid, that this Rule will not hold always, 
for that in Commonwealths there are 
many Heads, yet a very little Conſidera- 
tion will reduce this to my Poſition, as 
juſtly as if there was but one; for as 
the ſingle Head in Monarchy has but 
the Power of Aſſent or Diſſent; ſo 
thoſe, being many Heads, have the ſame 
Power; and though ſeldom all agreeing, 
yet there being ever a caſting Voice 
ſomewhere, that Voice, though com- 
pounded of many Individuals, is the 
one Head I am ſpeaking of, and the 

diſſent- 
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diſſenting Minority are but mere Cy- 
phers. 

From hence we ſee the Neceſſity of a 
fingle tiead fomewhere, in every Caſe 
whatever, where there is any Umon of 
Perſons in one Intereſt, 

The next Thing to be conſidered is, 
where to fix this Head; for ſhould we 
make any interior Member Head, for 
want of the due Qualifications for Kule, 
we may indeed raiſe a Schiſm in hat 
Community, but we ſhall be tar from 
the Unity, ilarmony, and Tranquillity 
ſo neceſſary for its Well-bring, that upon 
any ſuch irregular Production we find it 
always tends to the Contuſton and Sub- 
verſion of all Harmony and Order what- 
ſoever. 

This being premiſed, let us from 
Communities caſt our Reflections to- 
wards private Families, conſiſting of 
more or leſs Members, but ever of Huſ- 
band, Wife, Children, and Servants ; or 
at leaſt of ſome of theſe, which ſtand in 
the ſame Degree in private Families, as 
the whole aggregate Body of . 
doth in the State or Community. Now 
were it to come to a onteſt through the 
whole Family, which of the ſeveral M — 

rs 
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bers ſhould be Chief, the Servants muſt 
neceſſarily have the other three againſt 
them; and the Children muſt be out- 
voted by the Father and Mother againſt 
the Servants, in caſe theſe ſhould incline 
to the Children; when the Conteſt being 
thus reduced to two, and thoſe the Fa- 
ther and the Mother, it would become 
highly reaſonable that they all ſhould 
conſider, from which of the two the 
moſt Advantages would ariſe to the 
Community. 

As the Subſiſtence of any State is the 
firſt Thing to be conſidered, as that with- 
out which it can neither continue or be 
benefited, ſo ſuch a Head mult be elect- 
ed to it as would be the beſt capacitated 
for continuing and preſerving its Being; 
and then if one of the two Competitors 
ſhould appear the beſt qualified to de- 
fend it, not only from private Injuries, 
but alſo from open Violence, if the ſame 
was beſt able to promote its Wealth by 
Commerce too, and beſt able to ſtruggle 
with, and endure the Fatigues of Life 
for its ſake, though it was but equally 
anxious for its Welfare, with its Com- 
petitor, could there be the leaſt Diſpute 
of the Father's. Election? Is he not 
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formed by Nature of the moſt robuſt 
Materials? Is he not the beſt qualified 
for the Support and Management of 
Arms, to endure long Marches and En- 
campments? And dreads he fo the 
Clangor of Weapons, and the ſurround- 
ing Blood and Slaughter, as his Wife 
does ? 

Would it not prove of the higheſt 
Diſcomfiture to the Troops, on the 
Morning of a deciſive Battle, under the 
Leading of a Commandreſs of the other 
Sex, with her Forces drawn out for Ac- 
tion, to be ſaluted by the Report, that 
their Generaleſs is fallen into Labour, 
and can't be amongſt them this Month 
yet? or that the burſting of a Shell too 
near her had terrified her into a Miſ- 
carriage, whereby ſhe was obliged to 
withdraw? would not the Proſpect of a 
Victory prove vaſtly precarious in ſuch 
Caſes, if a total Overthrow ſucceed 
them not ? | 

But ſuppoſe all to be Peace around 
our Community, they muſt nevertheleſs 
be fed; and ſuppoſe that, inſtead of the 
Father, the Mother was to provide for 
her Family as a Sailor, what a Figure 
would ſhe make ? And with what Agi- 
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ty clamber to the Top-gallant-maſt, 
with a Belly more denſe than a Bacchus, 
and as protubcrant as one of his Tons? 
W hat a Grace would ſhe move with, 
under the Burden of a Porter or Coal- 
heaver ? How aptly would a Smith's 
Sledge become her Hand, or the Inci- 
ſion Knife her Fingers? There are num- 
berleſs Inſtances to be given of the like 
Improprictics, which muſt of Courſe de- 
termine the Choice upon the Father for 
Head of the Family, whilſt they prove 
the Mother ciſqualified ; notwithſtand- 
ing ſome ſingle Heroine may now and 
then ſtart up of the Amazonian Breed, 
who b-fure ſhe becomes intitled to the 
N. nie of Mother, or hath encumbered 
he: {elf with a Family, will with her 
Habit exchange her Sex, and do Won- 
ders; but theſe being but hlack Swans, 
are not to be taken into our Account 

here. | 
I hope my Reader will excuſe this 
Digreſſion, introduced merely for the 
Benq fit of my Country Women, by low- 
ering the Top- ſails of their own Capa- 
cities, to give them a Senſe of the Hap- 
pintſs they might enjoy under the B'eſ- 
ſing of moſt indulgent Husbands, were 
it 
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it not for their own Impatience and 
Reſtleſſneſs: For I would pawn my Re- 
putation upon it, that would the Ladies 
but in general follow the Example of 
Lady Brunt, ſcarcr a Woman of them 
would have more Occaſion than ſhe had 
for condemning the Treatment of their 
Husbands ; but if they will, notwith- 
ſtanding this Warning, continue to re- 
turn to every Advice or Monition of 
their Husbands, only Snarls, Cavilling, 
and Contempt ; this mult of courſe re- 
turn u themſclves, till the t lame 
once ſpreading to a Height, becomes 
unquenchable; when tne Husband find- 
ing his own Houſe too hot to hold him 
and the Wife of his Boſom at the ſame 
Time, takes a Lodging for a Miſtreſs 
in a private Street, exhauſting moſt of 
his Fortune and Time with her: For 
moſt undoubted it is, that many a Man, 
whoſe Inclination invites lim to a ſo- 
ciable and loving Unity with his Wife, 
being diſappointed of his Hopes, excuſes 
the Crime of a Miſtreſs from the per- 
petual Ill-humours of his own Wife to 
him. 

From hence ariſe Bankruptcies in 
Trade, and numberleſs other Misfor- 
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192 The Hiſtory of Sir ROGER 
tunes, not only to the Wife herſelf, but 
the Iſſue of the Marriage, if they are 
ſo infclicitous as to have any; for it is 
ſcarce to be credited that he ſhould have 
any great Regard for his Offspring, who 
is thus forced to a Hatred of the Mo- 
ther that bore them. 

Foe was now ſo full of his Scheme 
for his Charity, that he had compleated 
the Plan of his Building for twenty-five 
Widowers, and the like Number of Wi- 
dows, under the nice Inſpection of his 
Lady: For obſerving her not only fre- 
quently to have given him many judi- 
cious Hints, but to take a Delight in 
the Deſign itſelf, this ſo pleaſed him, 
that he committed ſeveral Things in the 
Womens Wards entirely to her Direc- 
tion ; and though he at firſt deſigned 
not to have built his Womens Ward till 
the Mens had been finiſhed, yet, per- 
ceiving his Lady to be no leſs induſtri- 
ous, or capable of exccuting their Plan 
than himſelf, the two Buildings were be- 
gun together, under ſeveral Sets of 
Workmen ; that for the Men under his 
own Inſpection, and the other for the 
Women, under the Eye and Superviſing 
of her Ladyſhip. 1 


* 1 w- 5 


and bis Son JOE. 193 


The Place where theſe Buildings 
ſhould be erected, was a Matter of ſuch 
Conſequence as to take up ſome Weeks 
in determining: For Joe would have 
placed it at a large Diſtance behind his 
Houſe, from whence he believed the 
Proſpect of it would have a fine Ef- 
fect; but her Ladyſhip having another 
Situation in her Eye, told him, that it 
would be ſo far from their own Inſpec- 
tion, eſpecially in the Winter Time, that 
they could not ſce whether the People 
were well managed or not, and what fur- 
ther Conveniences they might want, be- 
yond what they ſhould think to provide 
for them: For, in her Opinion, ſhe ſaid, 
the true End of Charity conſiſting in a 
reaſonable Exhileration of the depreſſed 
Spirit, if Food and Raiment were pro- 
vided them, yet if any thing beſides 
was wanting to the rendering them ſtill 
uneaſy, though Life, it was true, was 
preſerved, yet the beſt Part of Charity 
would be till behind, and unpertormed, 
till the Mind was filled with Content, as 
well as the Body with Nouriſhment. 

Sir Joſepb then asking his Lady whe- 
ther ſhe could point out to him a more 
proper Place, whercin ſhe might appre- 

Vol. II. K hend 
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hend the Inconveniencies ſhe had men- 
tioned might be removed ; ſhe replied, 
that under his Favour ſhe would men- 
tion one; but lightly, leſt he ſhould 
diſſent in Opinion from her ; for ſhe had 
two material Reaſons againſt the Situa- 
tion he had propoſed, neither of which 
would be applicable to that ſhe intended 
to ſpeak of. 

You, Sir 7e/eph, ſaid ſhe, ſtand upon 
a Hill, and you would place your Poor's 
Building in a diſtant Valley : This 
would ſeem as if you paid not equal Re- 
gard to your poor Neighbours Health 
as to your own. This, I ſay, added 
ſhe, may be the Conſtruction Mankind 
may put upon your Actions, though far 
be it from me to imagine ſo. This Si- 
tuation is damp and vapoury, nor half 
ſo fit for Reſpiration as your own ; which 
together with the Diſtance, as I before 
mentioned, makes me deſirous of ſome 
other Appointment for it. 

Now, added ſhe, you have a fine 
Flat before your Houſe, of a ſpacious 
Diameter ; what ſhould you think ot 
erecting theſe Buildings thereon, oppo- 
ſite each other, with a large Driving be- 
tween them down to your Houſe ? you 

oor 
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Poor then will be near us, and, as I may 
ſay, under our own Eye, They will 
be amuſed by our Family and Viſitors 
ever coming to and fro' to us; they will 
avoid the ſwampy Situation of the Val- 
ley; and theſe Buildings may be ſo de- 
ſigned as to appear like Wings to our 
own Dwelling; nor, from afar, can they 
be perceived for any other. 

Sir Joſeph was ſo delighted with his 
Lady's Propoſal, that thanking her for 
the Depth of her Invention, he forth- 
with ſet on his Workmen to break 
Ground for carrying on the Work. 

This was the fineſt Amuſement that 
could be for them, for almoſt two Sum- 
mers and one Winter ; but they were 
{carce tiled in, before invidious Specches 
flew about, that Sir Joſeph had only 
built thoſe Erections, to add the more 
Grandeur to the Appearance of his Seat, 
from the great Road ; for that no one 
could expect, when taking a Proſpect of 
ins Seat from thence, that the major 
Part of the Buildings were Alms-Houſes. 
Others again ſaid, that ſtudying his own 
Pride, he intended to bring a Pack of 
Alms-Folks about him, to do him Re- 
verence ; and that they might not lack 

K 2 Occaſion 
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Occaſion for it, he could never go out 
or in but they might have the Oppor- 
tunity. 

Theſe Flouts, though they reached 
his Ear, made not the leaſt Alteration 
in his Proceedings, or Change in his 
Diſpoſition : For he would anſwer to 
ſuch Reports, that had he conſulted 
other Taſte than his own, he would cer- 
tainly have adviſed with thoſe Detractors, 
before he had commenced his Opera- 
tions; but that not proving the Caſe, he 
was the more indifferent about what any 
one thought of him or them. 

The Buildings being deſigned, each 
for an equal Number of Occupants, 
were both erected upon the ſame Plan, 
with a Garden walled in to each, with 
Out-offices in common, appropriated to 
the Exigencies of the Parties. 

Fach Building was a hundred Feet in 
Front, with a large Door-way which 
led into the Houſe, juſt in the Middle 
of the common Hall, whoſe Cieling was 


of the Height of two Stories. It had 


not the leaſt Appearance of an Hoſpital, 
or Alms-Houſe, but looked juſt like a 
fine Gentleman's Seat, and herein were 
twenty-eight ſeveral Apartments, 4 
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ſmall Bed-chamber and pretty Dining- 
room each, beſides Cupboards andCloſcts; 
and behind the Hall, in the Depth ot 
the Houſe, was a large Parlour, beſides 
which thcre were Kitchens, Pantries, and 
all other Conveniencies. 

To each Houſe was appropriated a 
Cook, an Underling in the Kitchen, and 
four other Servants; but to the Mens 
Lodge, their Cook and Servants were 
all Men; and to the Women, Females. 

In the ſame Line with one of theſe 
Buildings, but nearer to the Baronet's 
own Dwelling-houſe, was a handſome 
Chapcl on the Women's Side, for the 
Uſe of both Lodges; and upon the 
Mens Side, over againſt it, was erected 
a very neat and compleat Dwelling-houſe 
for the Auditor, who was obliged to be 
a married Man, and his Wife; becauſe 
he was not only to audit the Accounts 
of the Charity, but to overſee the Ser- 
vants, and keep them to their Duty, as 
alſo to hear all Manner of Complaints 
from the poor Men. or Servants one 
againſt the other; and, if ſmall, to de- 
termine them; it of greater Conſe- 
quence, to report them to Sir Zeſeph for 
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his Judgment; as Mr. Auditor's Wife 
was, between the ancient Women. 

Sir 7c/eph had made the Calculation 
of Thirty Pounds a Year per Head, for 
his five and twenty Women; out of 
which the Servants were to be paid their 
Woages, and one public Fire was to be 
kept in the Hall for them; but Sir Jo- 
ſeph found all Coal and Candle in their 
Chambers, at a ſtated Allowance by the 
Week, 

1 his Money being annually paid to 
the Auditor, he delivered out weekly 
to the Cook, who brought him in a 
weekly Account of its Disburſement; 
ſo that at the Year's End, whatſoever 
was left, (for they were by no Means 
to exceed it) was diſtributed amongſt the 
\\'idows, Share and Share alike, for 
their own private Purpoles. Here theſe 
Widows hved like one Family, not as 
in moſt other Caſes, ſeparately, without 
Intercourſe one with another; but they 
had one common Hall, wherein thrice a 
Day they met, at Meal-times ; nor had 
it in tlie M inter- time, by the Fire, leſs, 
moſt com moniy, than ten or a dozen ot 
them cenſtantiy in it there; and then the 
Rul:s upon wich they were introduced 

being. 
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being moſt ſevere againſt ſuch as began 
any Quarrels or Controverſies, for the 
third of which Offences the Party was 
to be expelled, obliged them to fuch 
good Underſtanding with each other, 
that they were a pertect Family of Har- 
mony and Love together, 
They were not confined to any Bounds 
that they might not exceed; but might 
go whore they pleaſcd all Day, ſo that 
they were but preſent at Chapel at Nine 
in the Morning, and Eight o' Clock in 
the Evening; which might be by no 
means omitted, unleſs through Sickanets, 
or by Leave from the Auditor or his 
Wife. Neither would Sir Jeſeph, as he 
had many times been perſuaded to do, 
ſuffer them to be all cloathed in one La- 
very; for, ſaid he, I maintain them le 
Gentlewomen at home, then to d 
them abroad like Beggars, will be no 
Is than a Hcart- breaking to them. The 
Servants made thcir Buds, {wept their 
Rooms, and brought whatever they 
had ned of, es to any Miflrifs of a pri- 
vate Family and the Divi:'cty] made 
amongſt them of the Sur, t tlie 
firſt Year's Income, 11 - 
ments, amounted 7 6 Narus 
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Pounds a Piece, notwithſtandirg they 
had a Sufficiency of hot Edibles every 
Pay once, of Things in their Seaſon, 
v.1th whatever there was cold at Supper, 
for ſuch as deſired it; but the next 
Morning all that was left, was ſwept 
away by the Poor in the Neighbour- 
hood. 

1 his ſurplus Money was intended for 
their Clothes, and fo fond of the Fin- 
ting of it were they at laſt, that upon 
-. plication to the Cock, for leſſening 
er Proviſions in his Way; in ſome 
jew Years sfterwards, each V\ idow's 
Dwidend amounted to twelve or fifteen 
Pounds, which enabled them to appear 
genteelly. 


CHAP. 
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CHAT, . 


Proceed to an Election of poor Men qua- 
lified for the Charity. Characters of 
Anthony Sitfaſt, George Wander, 
Timothy Pinch, John Flight, Peter 
Brittle, and Walter Trebble. 


G IR Fo/eph and his Lady had a 
World of Fatigue, in compoſing a 
Set of Rules and Orders firlt ; and then 
to ſce that none were admitted, but ſuch 
as exactly correſponded with them. 
They had an Auditor to appoint, who 
muſt be a Gentleman, and alſo both a 
Man of good Senſe, and an Accoimp- 
tant, and to whom a Salary was to be 
allowed, of an Hundred Pounds a Year, 
Coal and Candle; with Liberty of din- 
ing at Sir Joſeph's, whenever he pleaſed. 
Joe's Silter Harris, who was till 
penſioned by her Brother at Forty Pounds 
a Year, having reccived her Husband 
home to her again, ſo ſoon as the Au- 
ditor's Poſt was rumoured about, with the 
Salary and Perquiſites annexcd to it, ap- 
plied to her Brother for the A ppointment 
of Mr. Harris, and that ſhe might have 
the Care of the Women ; for that hav- 
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ing only his Forty Pounds aYear to ſub- 
ſiſt upon, now her Husband was returned 
to her, they were ſtarving upon it ; but 
Sir Foſeph, who was as quick-ſighted as 
moſt Men, conſidering how Harris had 
before behaved, and that a Removal for 
Mal-feaſance, would be worſe than an 
inſtant Repulſe, denied her Requeſt ; 
but told her, that he would double her 
Income, and deſired her to mention it 
no more to him. 

He then immediately filled up the 
Auditor's Place, to prevent future So- 
licitations, and having appointed firſt a 
Day for ſuch poor Widowers, who had 
been good Houſe-keepers, and came to 
Decay by Accidents, as would claim the 
Benefit of his Charity, to give in their 
Names and Abodes to the Auditor ; he 
inſtructed him alſo, to inquire about the 
N-ighbourhood, after a general Repu- 
tation of the Men ; intending to be ex- 
treamly nice, in not receiving any, 
whoſe Characters would not ſtand the 
Teſt of an Inquiſition : For as they were 
to be ſituate ſo near to his own Dwell- 
ing, he would admit of none there, 
who were in any Degree infamous ; in- 
tending, after having fixed upon his 

Number, 
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Number, to appouint a future Day for 
their Admiſſion 
Before the Arrival of the firſt named 
Day, the Auditor informed Sir 7o/eph, 
that the Names already given in amoun- 
ted to an Hundred and Eleven, which 
ſurprized him very much, as all of them 
were to be of the County; but by the 
Cloic of the Day, pre-appointed for the 
Purpoſe, they amounted to Nineteen 
more: So that Sir Jo/eph being gricved 
at che Number preſented, conſulted with 
his Lady, what he ſhould do with thoſe, 
who muſt of Neceſſity be excluded : 
For that all could not be admitted was 
a clear Calc ;z and though it was highly 
probable, that ſome would be excluded 
as diſqualified ; yet the Remainder of 
ſuch as might make fair Pretenſions, he 
could „ot ſuffer to go away diſſatisfied. 
Upon debating the Matter, it was at 
length reſolved, as it could not amount 
to above two or three hundred Pounds, 
he ſnould give to each of them five 
Pounds, and that they ſhould ſtand 
fairelt tor ſucceeding to Vacancies. 
Upon the Day appointed for hearing 
their Claims, Sir Fo/eph, his Chaplain, 
and the Auditor ſat in the Mens newly 
crected 
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erected Hall, with the Competitors all 
before them ; and as the Auditor had 
previouſly aſſured Sir Joſeph he would 
have a great Day's Buſineſs of it, Sir 
Joſeph was ſitting ſo ſoon as his Fami- 
ly Prayers were over. 

He firſt made a ſhort Speech to them, 
aſſuring them, that he not expecting 
them to be ſo numerous, was forry to 
ſee ſo many of them in Need of what 
only leſs than a Quarter of their Num- 
ber could enjoy. The Deſign, he told 
them, that he had ſat out with, was but 
for twenty-five Men; nor had he pre- 
Conveniencies for more: So tl, at 
they to whoſe Lot his Donation ſhould 
not fall, muſt prepare themſclves for 
Contentedneſs, which would render their 
Diſappointment the leſs Burdenſome to 
them, till ſome future Vacancy ſhould 
happen, when the deſerving amongſt 
them, who could not then be preferred, 
ſhould be the firſt that he would ſtudy 
to provide for. 

Then deſiring the Auditor to lay be- 
fore him the Liſt of Names, in the 
Order of Time as they had delivered 
them into him, he caſt his Eye over it 
for a While, and then re- delivering clay 
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him, deſired him to call the firſt Name 
upon it. 
Anthony Sitfafl ! Here, Sir, replied 
Anthony. Sir Joſeph demanded how old 
he was ? Sixty-two, he ſaid. Note it, 
ſaid Sir Joſeph to the Parſon, who was 
to take Minutes of the Claimants Qua- 
lifications ; for no Man was to be ad- 
mitted under Sixty, or who was worth 
above twenty Pounds. Are you a mar- 
ried Man or a Widower ? ſaid Sir Joſepb. 
A Widower, and pleafe your Honour, 
ſaid Anthony. What is the moſt you 
are worth, your Wearing Clothes ex- 
cepted ? ſaid Sir Joſeph. About ſeventeen 
or eighteen Pounds, ſaid Anthony. 
The Parſon having noted thefe, Sir 
Joſeph asked his Profeſſion. He re- 
hed, a Smith and Farrier. Have you 
lived in good Reputation, demanded the 
Baronet ? No Man in better, he ſaid. 
Now, added Sir Jeſepb, tell me truly, 
upon your Veracity, what has brought 


you to Decay? O] pleaſe your Honour, 


faid he, about nine Months ago, my 
Houſe took Fire, nobody knows how, 
and all my Goods were burnt; I narrow- 
ly eſcaping with my own Life; the 
Tears then trickling down his Face ſo 

plenti- 
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plentifully, that Sir Joſeph taking all for 
granted, was turning to the Parſon, to 
order his being pricked down for the 
Gift; but the Auditor then interpoſing, 
Sir, ſaid he, having by your Order made 
diligent Inquiry into the ſeveral Compe- 
titors Characters, is it your Pleaſure, 
that i ſhould now declare what I have 
diſcovered of them, as you proceed, or 
how otherwiſc? O! by all Means as we 
go on, ſaid Sir Joſeph ; unleſs your Ac- 
count ſo accords. with the Claimant's, as 
that there is no material Difference be- 
tween them, and then we ſhall only loſe 
Time by it. 

1 am then to inform you, Sir, ſaid 
Mr. Auditor, that this very Man, who 
has delivered in his Age as Sixty-two, is 
no more than Fifty- ſix Years of Age, 
in February next; and as to his Story of 
the Fire — Hold! hold! ſaid Sir Joſeph, 
are you aſſured of the firſt Fact? He 
replied, he had ſeen the Regiſter. Strike 
him off! ſtrike him off! ſazd Sir Joſeph. 
Anthony began to beg to be heard ; but 
it was to no Purpoſe ; Sir Joſeph re- 
plicd, that the Fallity he ſet out with, 
was ſufficient in his Sentiments for re- 
jecting him; and then ſpeaking to hemp 
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all, added, that no greater Diſqualifica- 
tion could appcar in any of them, than 
the leaſt Aim at impoſing upon him by 
an Untruth 

The firit Men's Pretenſions being 
thus diſpatcned, ere Wander, ſaid 
Mr. Auditor. L r ſapptaring to his 
Call, the ver ſai Zug tions were de- 
manded of hun, as vt Si, all which 
he anſwered of: fand, till the Cauſe 
of his Mistortus cs, he charged to great 
Loſſcs he had had in his Way of Buſi- 
neſs of a Barver->urgcon., U hat is not 
ſuch a Trade, faid Sir Fo/eph, as one 
would imagine liable to very great 
Loſſes. izave you ever hved well? 
added he. O] Sir, anſwered George, 1 
can aſſure your Honour, that I have 
ſerved all the Offices 1i my Pariſh. paid 
Scot and Lot, and rvority Shillings in 
the Pound to every me Very well! 
Very wcll. faid Sir 7 p, an you are 
now not worth wei yv Pouni's, Alas! 
Sir, ſaid he, nor ſo v4: Shillings, ca- 


ven bleſs your Ho: +4. What ſay you 
to this Man Mi. :.:. 4itor ? asked Bir 
Joſeph. 


| am heart), + hear of ſo little 
Truth ſtirrm; cle Gentlemen, 
ſaid 


— 
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faid Mr. Auditor; then turning to George, 
how long did you keep a Barber's Shop, 
Sir? ſaid he. George humm'd and 
haw' d; but at length, not a very great 
While, Sir, ſaid he Did you ever dreſs 
a Wound, or draw a Tooth in all your 
Life, Sir ? anſwer me without ſtudying. 
George replied, he had bled ſometimes. 
Now finally, was not the only Lois you 
ever had, ſaid Mr. Auditor, of any 
Thing that you ever had to loſe, that 
of about thirty Shillings worth of Goods, 
taken by your Landlord, about three 
Years ago? Ever ſince which Time, you 
have been pilicring about the Country, 
without any the lcaſt Work or dSettle- 
ment. 

T his Charge being brought ſo home 
to George, he had not a ſingle Word 
more to ſay for lunmeit: o that Sir 
76;:pb ordered bim to be ſtruck out. 

Timothy Pinch was called, he anſwered 
to his Call hikew1f-, and was interrogated 
as to the common Queries, in Manner 
as the others before him; his Occupa- 
tion was, dealing generally in all Sorts 
of Goods, Plate and Jewels ; that he 
was worth ſome Hundreds; but fallirg 
into the Clutches of a malicious 1 25 
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tiff, ſuch Falſities were ſworn azainſt 
him, as Truth alone, not being able to 
withſtand, he was thereupon caſt into 
Priſon, and before he could free himſelf 
from thence, found himſelf ſtripped of 
all he had, and utterly ruined. 

I pity your Caſe heartily, Mr. Pinch, 
ſaid Sir Joſeph. Falſe Witneſſes may as 
well ruin me as you. In ſhort, ſaid he, 
they are the Devils that walk upon the 
Earth, fecking whom they may devour, 
You have nothing to ſay againſt him, 
added Sir Joſepb, have you, Mr. Au- 
Citor ? 

Only juſt Sir, replied he, as to the 
Occupation he ſays he was of, and the 
Cauſe of his Impriſonment ; for this 
Mr. Pinch, who dealt, as he ſays, in fo 
many and valuable Commoditics, uſed 
to take in Pawns; for which I have 
indiſputable Information that he would 
commonly take fifty or ſixty per Cent. 
Intereſt : notwithſtanding which, he 
would be ſo unreaſonable, that if the 
poor Borrower did not redeem upon the 
very Day ſtipulated, he converted the 
Goods to his own Uſe, and they were 
loſt ro the Propri 1 ever; by which 
0 People have 
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been ruined by him. As to his Im- 
priſonment, it was for buying ſtolen 
Goods; for which Practice being re- 
markable, a Train was laid to catch 
him. This taking Effect, he was com- 
mitted, tried, and convicted ; though 
he himſelf had hired a falſe Evidence 
to bring him off by his Pejury. Nay, 
I may ſay, he is guilty of Murder too: 
For the poor Witneſs deſpairing, when 
he came to reflect upon his Proceedings, 
— all, and has ſince hanged hum- 
elt. i 

Was there ever ſuch a Set of honeſt 
ſuffering Knaves collected together be- 
fore? ſaid Sir Joſeph, ſurely ! I could never 
have ſuſpected it. How might I have been 
impoſed upon, had I not taken this Me- 
thod of Information for detecting them? 
But ſtrike Pinch out; out with him. 
Surely ! we ſhall find amongſt ſo many 
of them, my ſhort Numbcr of honeſt 
Men, to ſupply my Charity, or it will 
be very hard. 

Come! call the next, ſaid Sir 7%, 
who then lifting up his Head, and caſt- 
ing his Eyes about him ; where are all 
the People gone to ? ſaid he, here is 
ſcarce Thirty lett of all our na 4 
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But he judged that they who ſtood late 
upon the Lift, might have retired from 
the Croud to air themſelves, 

Mr. Auditor called then John Flight, 
when nobody anſwering, Sir Joſeph or- 
dered one to look out and find him; 
but upon the Meſſenger's Return, he 
could not ſce a Soul near the Building, he 
ſaid. The Parſon then very juſtly remark- 
ed, that he could not but highly com- 
mend them : For that not being prepared 
for ſtanding ſo ſtrict an Examination, 
they preferred a Removal, with the little 
Reputation they might ſtill have left, 
amongſt thoſe who knew them not per- 
fectly, to an Expoſure of themſelves in 
Public, for thoſe Crimes, that muſt 
neceſſarily deſtroy the Intent of their ap- 

caring. 

When they came to calculate the Re- 
mainder, and found them to amount to 
no more than Thirty-two, Sir Joſepb 
began to deſpair of furniſhing his Lodge, 
as he called it; but as he had appro- 
priated the Day for that Buſineſs, he 
would not break off till he had pro- 
ceeded as far as he could in it. 

So that Mr. Auditor noting all the 
Abſcnters, one Peter Brittle anſwered to 


his 
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his Name, and all the general Queſti- 
ons; then as to the Cauſe of his Mis- 
fortunes, he imputed them to ſome bad 
Debts, though not very many, he ſaid, 
in his Trade of a Potter; to a very 
numerous Family, and a lame Wife, 
who for a long Time was unable to help 
herſelf; the Charges of which, he ſaid, 
and his Family together, had kept him 
ſo low, that not being able to go to 
Market for Choice of Goods, others 
who could, got his '] rade from him; 
but he thanked Fortune for that h's 
Children were all off his Hands, Pro- 
vidence having diſpoſed of them to one 
Friend or other ; and but that he was 
lame in one Arm, he ſaid, he ſhould 
ſtill go to Day-labour. 

This Fellow told his Story ſo pleaſ- 
ingly and ſo honeſtly, that Mr. Auditor 
ſaying he had received juſt the ſame 
Account of him, Sir Fo/eph ordered the 
Parſon to prick him down for the firſt. 

Out of the ſmall Pittance that were 
left, Sir Joſeph pricked down eleven, 
ſucceeding each other's Call, without 
the leaſt Demur z when Walter Trebble 
was called, who paſſing through his 


Anſwer to the general Interrogatones 
very 
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very roundly, and that he was by Trade 
a Weaver, but had been ruined by the 
Expences of his Family; Sir Jeſeph not 
waiting for further Enquiry, ſo many 
having, run off without any Impeach- 
ment of their Characters juſt before him, 
and it now growing far into the Day, 
ordered him to be pricked down ; upon 
which, with a low Bow, he thanked his 
Honour, and had certainly in the 
Crowd, had not the Parſon again de- 
fired his Name, to which he replying 
with ſome Alacrity, Walter Trebble, Mr. 
Auditor recollected him, and deſired 
the Parſon to ſtop a Moment ; for, it 
he miſtook not, he had ſome Memo- 
randums concerning Valter. Then ask- 
ing him if he had been married, Waller 
anſwered, Yes, Sir: Married! ay, long 
ago, pleaſe your Honour. And how 
many Times ſince, ſaid Mr. Auditor, 
to Wives till living? Here Valter 
making Default and ſtammering, 

Sir, ſaid Mr. Auditor, this Valter 
has now three Wives in full Life, has 
often been threatened with the Gallows 
by them, but has ever had the Addreſs 
by taking ſometimes one home, then 
another, and keeping up his Corre- 

ſpondence 
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ſpondence with the abſent, to ſtave off 
e Day of his Doom hitherto. This 
Triplicate of Women, I believe, have 
brought him very low, and that there- 
fore he charged his Misfortunes, juſtly, 
to the Expences of his Family, of which 
- having ſo much more than his Share, 
and all ſtill living, I wonder how he 
durſt to appear here as a Widower. 

It being now paſt the Hour appointed 
for ſitting, and Sir Joſepb's Dinner hav- 
ing waited ſome Time for him. they 
acjourned the further Inquiry till the 
Afternoon; but firſt, Sir Joſepbh ordered 
Mr. Auditor to take down the Names 
of ſuch of the Claimants as were preſent, 
but had not yet paſſed their Examina- 
tion; when the Number a ing to 
be but five, all the reſt having ſlunk 
their Necks out of the Collar, he or- 
dered theſe, with the eleven who had 
been pricked down, to go into the Houſe 
and dine with the Servants, and in the 
Afternoon he would hear their Preten- 


ſions; and then they adjourned to 
Dinner. 
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CHAM AF. 


Recapitulation of their Proceedings at 
Dinner. Of Qualification for Benefits. 
Further Proceedings at the Election. 
Method of training Youth. Inflrut- 


tions to Harry Brunt on taking @ 
Living. 


S Sir Joſeph and his Lady were at 
Dinner, my Dear, ſaid ſhe, have 
you not filled your Lodge yet? for 1 
perceived you to have a prodigious 
Number of Petitioners. So far from it, 
ſaid he, that I am in doubt whether I 
ſhall ſupply half my Vacancies. Betfy 
ſaid, that ſurely he was too nice in his 
Choice, or there ſeemed to be enough 
of them to have filled both Lodges, with 
a vaſt Overplus. 

Joe replied, that he could by no means 
charge himſelf with Over-ſcrupulouſneſs 
to them; for all that he ſearched into, 
as pre- requiſite to their Admiſſion, was 
no more than their moral Honeſty, and 
paſt good Behaviour in Life; but that 
not only to his abundant Surprize, but 
Difappointment, ke could ſcarce find one 
in 
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in ten, that any way came up to his 
Standard, 

Her Ladyſhip demanding then, what 
Number he had already nominated ? he 
replied, Eleven. Then, Brother, ſaid 
Betfy, you will have a tedious Courſe ro 
run before you have gone through them 
all. Far leſs fo than you can imagine, 
ſaid he; another Hour will conclude all; 
for I have now but five more to ex- 
amine, and by their ſticking ſo cloſe to 
me, I preſume they will give me but 


little Trouble. 
How was ee for you, ſaid her 
tinize ſo many Cha- 

tions _ 


wr gg 
uitable Determina- 

upon few Hours as you 
have been fitting? He replied, that he 
had dealt with them in the wholeſale 
Way, and had ſtruck out Scores at a 
Daſh. Methinks then, ſaid Betſy, you 
cannot have given them fair Play, Bro- 
ther. No, replied he, they were ſo pru- 
dent, after they perceived how particular 
I had been in my previous Enquiry into 
ſome of their Characters, as ſilently to 
ſneak off, without affording me the Trou- 
ble of ſhaming them for their paſt Fol- 


hes. . 
all, 
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all, I ſuppoſe, ſaid her Lady ſhip. You 
have gueſſed it, my Dear, ſaid he; for 
out of near ſeven Score of them that ap- 
peared at my firſt Sitting, before I had 
well finiſhed three of them, their Num- 
ber was reduced to about thirty, and even 
of theſe I have loſt a good halt by De- 
ſertion. How many of the five that are 
left for our Afternoon's Wor!: will an- 
ſwer my Purpoſe, I cannot ſay; but hav- 
ing a ſmall ready Stock to begin upon, 
I ſhall not be over-haſty in my Supply 
of the reſt, till I meet with Perſons every 
way qualified to my Inclination : For I 
have had ſufficient of this Day's Work 
to ſatisfy me that all is not Gold that 
glitters. Nay, not a ſingle one of my 
Deſerters, but had you taken his own 
Word for it, was a Perſon of ſingular 
Merit. 

I wonder how they do in other Cha- 
rities, ſaid Betſy ; we never hear of any 
one who has Friends to make an Intereſt, 
ever being rejected for want of Morals. 
The Reaſon is plain, ſaid Sir Joſeph ; 
nor, had my Penſioners been to have 
gained Admittance upon the Recom- 
mendation of ſome other Perſon, woul4 


even the worſt of them have been reject- 
Vol. II, . ed, 
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ed, if I had only taken his Friend's 
Word for his Qualifications ; for what 
Man is there fo abandoned and deſpica- 
ble in Life, but will procure the good 
Word of ſome- body? Not becauſe he 
really believes what himſelf ſays, but 
having ſome Intereſt of his own to ſerve 
in it, he affirms what makes beſt for his 
Purpoſe, wit hout further concerning him- 
{elf than to gain his own Ends. This is 
the Reaſon, added he, of ſo many 
worthleſs Perſons appearing, not only in 
Charities, but m moſt other Ways of 
Preferment, to the Secluſion of Men of 
more Merit. 

believe you ſpeak very truly, Bro- 
ther, ſaid Betfy ; but methinks it's hard 
too, that poor Men, though poſſibly 
they may have been guilty of bad Ac- 
tions, ſhould be ſhut out from all future 
Benefits; for perhaps they may have 
repented, and that reinſtates their De- 
ſervings. 

I am of your Opinion. Siſter, as to 
their Separation from all future Benefits, 
as you put your Caſe, ſaid Sir Joſeph ; 
for ſhould I meet one of theſe in any 
Manner of preſent Diſtreſs, I ſhould re- 
heve him; and fo, from Time to Time, 
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as Occaſion ſhould offer to me; becauſ: 
that temporal Aid, Humanity, in com- 
mon, demands from me, out of Regard 
to a Fellow Creature ; but when my Pur- 
poſe is for rendering . the whole future 
Exiſtence of ſome Fellow-Member hap- 
Py, it ſhould be of ſuch a one only, who 
having demeaned himſelf virtuouſly, ſhall 
be induced thereby to magnify his Ma- 
ker's Liberality to a faithful Servant, 
in that after all the Hurricanes he had 
met with in his paſt Life, he hath now, 
in his Decline of Age, and Decay of Na- 
ture, made ſo ample a Proviſion for his 
Su ; for theſe will be a good Man's 
Thoughts; his Praiſe will aſcend to Hea- 
ven for the Bleſſing ; nor will he eſteem 
me as any other than the Inſtrument, 
through whoſe Means it has been con- 
veyed to him. 

You ſpeak very diſintereſtedly, Bro- 
ther, ſaid Betfy ; very few People would 
be at the Expence it has alrrady coſt 
you, and which you muſt till ſuſtain, 
without the Hope of ſome Return from 
the Applauſe of the World in general, 
but more peculiarly from thoſe who are 
to receive and enjoy both a preſent . d 
perpetual Advantage from it, 

2 . My 
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My Dear, ſaid Sir Joſeph, I have ever 
made it my Practice to act from a full 
Perſuaſion of Rectitude in all my Ways; 
nor have met with more Applauſe than 
Scandal from the World; but ſhall that 
divert me trom the Courſe I have pro- 
pounded to myſelf? No, my Reward is 
ſuſficient, if I can glorify my Maker in 
all that I undertake ; and ſo that the M p- 
plauſe redounds but to him, I am over 
paid for all that my Capacity can ex- 
tend to. | 

By this Time the Servants and Claim- 
ants having all dined, Sir 7o/eph return- 
ed to the Hall, with the Chaplain and 
Mr. Auditor, to examine the five re- 
maining Members, four of whom, upon 
good Teſtimonials, being pricked down, 
the fifth, after one of the beſt of Cha- 
raters given himſelf, and the makin 
out his Caſe as the hardeſt in all Nature, 
was rejected for having publiſhed many 
atheiſtical Tenets, and ſtill averring them; 
Sir Joſeph inſiſting, that the Man who 
had taken ſo much Painæ to prepare him- 
{-If only for Hell, ſhould never be inti- 
tled to his Foundation : So that after a 
very pathetic Exhortation from Sir Jo- 
foph, which was ſeconded by the * 
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alſo, but ſeemingly without Fe, he 
was ditmiſſed, and the Saturday follow- 
ing was fixed upon for the Introduction 
of the elected Members into the Charity, 
they amounting in all to no more than 
frftern. 

Upon their Return to the Houſe again, 
Sir Jeſeph ordered Tea, and they fat 
down with the Ladies ; when the Chap- 
lain took Notice to them, that out 
of about a hundred and thirty Perſons, 
but fifteen were found any ways worthy 
of Sir Joſepb's Charity. 

He was ſurprized, he ſaid, that the 
Number ſhould be ſo ſmall, amongſt 
People, who having ſpent all their Days 
in the Country, could not have found 
Inducements to the Crimes committed 
in more Popular Places, where Socigty 
itſelf was infectious, and every thing 
they encountered ſeemed inviting to lome 
Debauchery of the Morals. 

Sir Joſeph replied, that it was not the 
Want of Company that word reform 
the vicious Diſpoſition ; he took it ro 
proceed from the Want of an early im- 
planting of Virtue in the Minds of Youth 
by familiar Exerciſe ; for that this fol- 
dom if ever gained Ground by Rating, 

L 3}; i hicaten- 
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1 hreatening, and Cudgelling, inſomuch 
as thoſe, giving Youth a Diſtaſte to the 
Inſtrutor, his Doctrine could of cuurle 
have no Weight with them. 

Was he, he ſaid, to ſet up for a 
Teacher of Youth, in any Way of Know- 
ledge that was chiefly mental, and muſt 
be mtroduced to the Underſtanding be- 
fore the Practice could be of any Utility, 
he ſhould frequently argue with his 
Scholar, rather than dogmatically give 
Sentence; and would rather inſtill his 
Precepts by way of Reſponſe to his Pu- 
pil's Doubts and Queries, than by laying 
down Things for granted, to be remem- 
bered by him; for that theſe were flat 
to the Scholar, and according to the Me- 
mory he enjoyed, or the Attention he 
— either recollected again, or quite 
orgotten; but when the Inſtructor en- 
tered into an Argument with his Youth, 
this put him upon pumping up his own 
Reſources of Knowledge or Fancy, in 
order to maintain his own Poſitions, and 
and whatever the Preceptor could in ſuch 
Caſe, from the Fallacy of his Scholar's, 
and the Soundneſs of his own Argument, 
prevail for Conviction in, the Scholar 


would ſoon appropriate to himſelf, and 
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it would become his own Way of Thinl:- 
ing ever after. 'The Want of which Me- 
thod of Teaching, he ſaid, he was per- 
ſuaded was the Reaſon that ſo many 
Yoyths made ſo little Proficiency in di- 
vine Matters 3 for how ſhould they ad- 
mire what they underſtood not ? or how 
ſhould they perſuaſively underſtand with- 
out Conviction ? which could ſcarce be 
ablolute unleſs founded upon Argument; 
for otherwiſe no Faith could ſubſiſt with- 
out Diffidence. 

The Auditor agreed with Sir Jo/eph, 
that it muſt be as he faid ; nor could the 
Parſon contradict it by Argument; but 
ſtill held, that the chief Thing neceſſary 
for Country Youth, neither able to judge 
for themſclves, nor bleſt with an In- 
ſtructor in their own Famihes, was, to 
come to Church, where, by liſtening at- 
tentively to what was ſaid and delivered 
there, they might ſoon be knowing 
enough in divine Matters, or at leaſt in 
moral Truths, to prevent their running 
into groſs Errors. 

Sir Joſeph held, that all the Inftruc- 
tion they gained from Preaching, if they 
could retain any tolcrable Part of it, was 
littlc more to them than what was in 
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every Men's Mouth, of not Stealing, not 
Lying, not Drinking, and not Murder- 
ing; but to ſhew him that they eſteemed 
differently of theſe Things, tew of them 
would ſteal or murder, becauſe of the 
legal Puniſhment annexud, who would 
nevertheleſs lye and drink, becauſe there 
was none; whereas, had tlicy been re- 
gularly inhibited all theſe, from the Rea- 
jon of the Thing itſelf, that is, from a 
Senſe of offending the Almighty z and 
had they been by Argument convinced 
of the Miſchief of ſo doing, they would 
be equally averſe from them all, and 
equally avoid them. 

By this Time the Tea being poured 
out, their Argument dropt of Courſe ; 
but no ſooner was that over, than her 
Ladyſhip deſired to know what Day 
was appointed tor the Women to offer 
their Pretenſions? This, ſhe was told, 
would be the Thurſday in the next 
Weck; upon which ſhe ſaid, that in her 
Opinion the Examination of them more 
properly belonged to Be and her, and 
Mrs. Decimal, (for lo was the Auditor's 
Wife called) than to the Gentlemen. 

Sir Jeſeph replied, that he might be 
of the ſame Opinion, provided the Ex- 
aminations 
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aminations were to be taken in 2 1ivate ; 
but poſſibly, in Publick, Facts might 
ariſe ſomewhat thocking to the Laclies 
Modeſty. Notwithſtanding which, if 
her Lady ſbip would ſubmit the Women 
to a Jury of Matrons, whereof ſhe would 
condelcend to be Fore- woman, he would 
give it up-to her with all his IIcart. 

I don't know how it is, Betſy, ſ.4d 
her Ladyſhip; but in my Mind thicje 
Gentlemen ſeem to look upon us but as 
Cyphers ; cen therefore let us waſh our 
Hands of the Affair, and ivt them mas 
nage it as they plcalo. 

Tea was but juſt ended, when à Ser- 
vant brought in a Letter to Sir %%, 
wherein the Clerk of O- -d wrote 
him Word of the Death of Mr. Bondage; 
whereupon he wrote to the Univerſity 
for his Brother Harry to come and ac- 
cept that. Living, upon his Pretentation : 
But to ſhew Sir 7eſeph's Sentiments in 
thoſe Affairs, I ſhall take Leave to ſub- 
join the Letter itſelf. 
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Sir Joszrn BrunT to the Rev, Mr. 
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© Brother, 


T is now in my Power to let you 
taſte ſome Effects of your Studies; 
for Mr. Bondage being lately dead, 
this comes to call you to his Benefice. 
You will here enter upon a ſufficient 
annual Income for any undignified Man 
of your Cloth ; but though 1 thus 
ſpeak, the Gift being all that I can 
contribute to your Well-being in Life, 
yet1 the laſt Conſideration to in- 
vite you thither will be, the Revenue. 
For conſider, dear Brother, you have 
hitherto been but a Probationer in that 
great Work you will now be called to; 
a Work, not ſolely to be undertaken 
for your own Sake, but for the Good 
of thoſe Souls that will be committed 
to your Charge, and for whoſe Miſ- 
carriage, through your Default, you 
muſt anſwer at the Tribunal of the 
Great Judge of Quick and Dead. 


© You muſt not imagine your Duty 

is over, when you have prayed with 

the Congregation in your Church, / 4 
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the ſet Times on the Days appointed, 
and have given them a Sermon once a 
Week, upon ſome ſcanty Text from 
the Law; but you muſt take Care ſo 
to deport yourſelf amongſt them, as 
to live one Sermon before their Eyes, 
upon the whole Law ; nor think your- 
ſelf excuſed for now and then teaching 
them the Practice of the Goſpel at 
Church, but follow them home to 
their Houſes, and ſee that they live 
accordingly. I each them to know the 
Object of their Prayers; how to make 
them acceptable; the Worth of them 
when feelingly uttered, and the un- 
doubted Reward that they will draw 
after them, as alſo the unexampled 
Miſcries that muſt attend the Neglect 
of them. 

Shun not the meaneſt of your Pa- 
© riſhioners, for that he avoids you, or 
neglects your Doctrine; for Truth 
© hath fo irreſiſtible a Force, as by con- 
ſtant Repetition it muſt prevail Cate- # 
* chiſe often; and if nothing elſe will i 
do, proffer Rewards to ſuch of the i 
* younger Sort as will reſort to you for 1 
Inſtruction. Shew yourſelf, finally, a f 
Pattern of Good Works, many jd 
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* their Imitation, and all ingenuous 
Spirits will follow your Example. Be 
© loving, courteous, charitable, and ready 
to alliſt even the meaneſt of your Flock, 
* your Maſter, having vouchſafed to call 
© them Brethren ; but above all Things 
avoid Litigation abour Trifles, and 
rather ſuffer Damage, than reſent or 
return an Injury : For the Maſter you 
ſerve, if you forbear for his Sake, is 
able to over-reward you. 
I have here thrown together a few 
looſe Hints, ſuch as the Time pr: {cnt 
would afford me; which 1 doubt not 
but you, who are tar better verſed in 
the Theory of Divinity than myſelf, 
will improve into many Talents; which 
that you may earneſtly perform, and 
thereby. prove yourſc!t a Man worthy 
of the Good-wilt of Men, and the 
Protection of your Maker, ſhall be 
*. the conſtant Prayer of, 
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« Your loving, and 


Afffectionate Brother, 


« Joszen Bauxr.“ 
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Lady Brunt breeding. The Womens Elec- 
tion. Charafters of Mary Doubt» 
ful, Mrs Freclove, Sarah Gentle, 
Margaret Stout, Abigail Hellfiend, 
her lamentable dug and ſad Cata- 


firophe. 


ER Ladyſhip had now declared 
herſelf to be breeding, which proved 
dighly pleaſing to her Husband ; tor no 
Signs appearing of it ſo long, he was 
very ſcartul he ſhouid have been iſſuelc is, 
though nothing whatever, dependent 
folcly upon the Will of Providence, ever 
moved him to Murmurings or Com- 
plainings ; but now this turning out ſo 
agreeably to him, he grew tcn times 
more fond of his Lady, if poſſible, than 
ever; nor had he Diſingenumy in his 
Nature ſufficient for conct aling it, cither 
in his Specch or Actions; both of which 
ever abounded with ſom-thing or other 
expreſſive of the Delight he received 
from thence. 
The Day being arrived for determin- 
ing upon his Womens Pretenſions, Sir 


9 Fojeph 


230 The Hiftory of Sir ROGER 


Joſepb was in Hopes he ſhould have 
had a ſar eaſier Task upon his Hands 
than with the Men before; for of theſe 
he had not above forty-five Claimants. 
The Report of his Strictneſs with the 
Men, and the Scandal the ſecluded Men- 
bers had ſpread abroad of his Proceed- 
ings, having deterred many of the good 
Women from expoling their old Sores 
to Uncoverings ; ſo that Mr. Auditor 
producing his Liſt, and proceeding as 
before with the firſt entered Claimant: 
Mary Doubiful, ſaid he. She an- 
ſwered; when Sir Joſeph put the cuſ- 
tomary Queſtions to her, ſave that of 
her Age, tor which, he ſaid, the Lines 
in her Countenance would anſwer to, 
beyond all Contradiction. As to her 
general Character ſhe ſaid, hei whole 
Neighbourhood would anſwer, that ſhe 
had been the Wife of five Husbands ; 
and for her Morals, ſhe would refer to 
the Parſon of her Pariſh ; for that the 
never miſſed the Church, or receiving 
there, upon all Occaſions that happened; 
and for Virtue and Sobrity, ſhe would 
dety any Woman upon Harth to pro- 
cure better Recommendations. Then 


making 


and bis So JOE. 231 
making her Curtſey, ſhe waited for be- 
pricked down. 

Well! Mr. auditor, ſaid Joe, this, 
I ſuppole, is the true Character of this 
ancient Woman before us. I ſhould be 
glad, ir, replied he, for the ſake of 
her Age, that it was ſo; but if my In- 
formation errs not cxceedingly, this good 
Woman, by her paſſionate Temper, 
drove tour of her Husbands from her, 
with Vows never to ſee her more; and 
the fifth died raving mad, ſter a Twelve- 
month's Cohabitation witn her. 

My Information further allows her 
to be a moſt conſtant Attendant upon 
the Church, where ſhe always receives, 
as ſhe calls it ; but will ſcarce reach 
home, in caſe of the moſt trifling Oc- 
current ariſing, before the very Earth 
will tremble with her Curſes and Out- 
Eries. Sir — ſaid Mr. Auditor — I have 
heard enough, ſaid Sir 7c/eph : Pray, 
Mr Roſeband, (that being the Chaplain's 
Name) ſtrike her out. 

The old Lady had a moſt prefling 
Occaſion to have been very vocifcrous 
and noiiy; which Sir Zeſeph jcrceiving, 
from ſome ot her firlt Beginnings, and 
that no Perſuaſives would check her, 

ordered 
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ordered a Couple of his Servants to tum 
her out of the Hall. 

Mrs. Freelove was called, and anſwer- 
ed to the Intcrrogatories, till ſhe came 
to Sir Jojeph's Demand of her Widow- 
hood, which ſhe admitting, Mr. Au- 
ditor, in order to fave Time, deſired he 
might ſpeak to that, with which her Pre- 
tenſions, as he prefumed, would drop. 

Sir, ſaid he, this Freelove is ſtill a 
. ſingle Woman, and theretore diſqualified 
by the Orders. How ! good Woman, 
ſaid Sir Joſepb, if you are a ſingle Wo- 
man, you have no Kigit at all to appcar 
hcre 

This, an't pltaſc your Honour, is all 
Splecn aud Malice againſt me, ſaid ſhe. 
I have had eight i iusbands, and nineteen 
Crilcren, with whom I always lived as 
lovingly as any Woman in England. I 
have ever been an honeſt, ſober, and 
pa'ns-raking Woman as any in all the 
County, though I Iay it; and | defy the 
Worlu to ſpeak the contrary. I have 
kept a little Shop, and have worked hard 
at Waſhing, Scouring, Chairing, and 
other Lx Hrciſes; nor ever was any La- 
buur that Hands could go through wich 
lock d upon as too hard for me. 


Very 
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Very good! ſaid Sir Joſeph; but can 


you prove any one of your Marriages, 
and the Death of your Husband ? It 
ſo, I ſhall prick you down. Mr, Au- 
' ditor may have had wrong Information. 
Dead Sir! replied Mrs. Frcelove, yes, 
yes, I can prove him and others of them 
dead, long ſince; that is notorious in my 
Pariſh. But my Queſtion is about your 
Marriage, ſaid Sir Fe/eph, Ay, there's 
the Thing, replied Mrs. Freelove, the 
very fame Tale I have often been told 
by cne or other. No, Sir, I never was 
married, as you may call it ; but it be- 
ing impoſlible for an induſtrious Woman 
to do without a Man to aſſiſt, in ſetch- 
ing her Wood, her Water, and as a Sort 
of Safeguard to her Houſe ; I ſay, there 
being no doing without it, I took one, 
as other Folks do, and was true to him 
till the Day of his Death; which let me 
fee the Church-married Woman that can 
ſay, with a ſafe Conſcience ; and then I 
took another, and another, and fo on; 
but I would have you to know, Sir, that 
have ſcorned to take one till another 
was dead; nor, though I ſay it, has ever 
poor honeſt Woman taken more on in 
wy 


— ha. 
E 
— - 


— — 


— oY 
— ͤ—üͥä— — —-— 


234 The Hiſtory of Sir ROGER 


their Nurſing, or Pains to help maintain 
them, than I have, it's well known. 

I have nothing to do with your Way 
of Life, ſaid Sir Joſeph ; but your Want 
of Widowhood will prevent what you 

may hope from my Foundation. 

Sarah Gentle, ſaid Mr. Auditor. She 
cried, Here; and ſtepping before the 
Croud, ſhe dropp*d a Curtſey, and asked 
if his Worſhip had called her ? She 
paſſed alſo the uſual Formalitics, and 
gave an excellent Account of herſclf, in- 
tomuch as from that, and the Undaunt- 
edneſs of her Behaviour, Sir Joſepb little 
ſuſpected but ſhe mult have been marked 
for his own: But Mr. Auditor, being 
ſorry, he ſaid, for the Queſtion, demand- 
ed whether ſhe had not had a little one 
by her Father's Apprentice betore ſhe 
married ; and whether ſhe had not car- 
ried on the ſame Traffick afterwards ? 

Theſe are Things, Sir, ſaid ſhe, that 
I ſhall not anſwer you; but ] can ſce, 
as well as another, that whatever I had 
done after Marriage had been little re- 
garded by you, had you not thought 
you could charge me with former Facts 
but you are a Set of vile Creatures to 
deprive a poor Woman of her Living, 

tor 
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tor being better natured than her Neigh- 
bours. 

Margaret Stout, Mr. Auditor callcd 
then, as next upon the Female Lift ; 
when a ſwinging fat Woman, with a 
Face as round as a Cart- Wheel, and 
near as big, but of a different Colour, 
came puffing and ſqueezing through the 
Crowd. What would you pleale to 
have, Gentlemen? faid ſhe, in a Tone 
little ſhort of Thunder. 

Stay a-while, recover your Breath, 
good Wonian, ſaid Sir Joſepb, and then 
anſwer me, of your Age, your Sub- 
ſtance, your Widowhood, and of your 
general Character. Her Age, ſhe ſaid, 
was turned of ſixty; her Subſtance, in 
good Truth, far under his Mark ; and 
ſhe had been a Widow thefc thirty Years 
paſt, ſhe ſaid, and had kept a Public 
Houſe for ncar forty Years ; but her 
firſt Hur band being a great Sot, lived 
not above two Ycais with her; her fe» 
cond bur ; and her third, fix ; That 


he was the belt of them, but 
Killed nn clnking to create a 
Cue get ſhe then finding her- 
ſeit a'!- 7 age the Buſineſs, would 


not 11CU1iit herſelt with any more Huſ- 
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bands, though ſhe had fince had many 
good Offers tor Marriage: That the had 
gone on in her Way, and obtained as 
pretty a Livelihood as moſt Folks, by 
her Drink and Lodgers, till growing 
very corpulent and ailing, and finding 
her Affairs to run backwards, for want 
of her Ability to manage them, her 
Creditors, and one Body or other, com- 
ing upon her for this, and that, and the 
other, they tore her all to Pieces; tho' 
ſhe praiſed her Stars, ſhe was ſtill heart- 
whole, ſhe ſaid. 

Sir Joſeph then demanding if the above 
was a juſt Account; I cannot ſay but it 
is, anſwered Mr. Auditor. Prick her 
down then, Mr. Reſcband, ſaid Sir Jo- 
ſeph — Come, added he, who is the 
next. I muſt beg you to ſtop your 
Hand, Sir, a Moment, ſaid Mr. Au- 
ditor ; for as many Stories may appear 
with one Face, which upon a reaſonable 
Conſtruction may put on another, I 
muſt deſire to ask Mrs. Stout a Queltion 
Or TWO, 

Mrs. Stout, ſaid he, you tell Sir Jo- 
ſeph that your Creditors, and one Body 
or another, fell upon you, and tore you 
to Pieces; before which you lived by 

your 
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your Drink and Lodgers. Now, pray 
of what Sex were your Lodgers chiefly ? 
O! dear Sir, of both, replied ſhe ; but 
moſtly of my own, to prevent Scandal, 
as | was a ſingle Woman. Had your 
Lodgers ſeparate Apartments, or did 
they he together ? ſaid Mr. Auditor, 
That, anſwered ſhe, was no Buſineſs of 
mine ; but the Men never lay. with me, 
I can aſſure you, Sir. I commend their 
Taſte, in good Truth, ſaid Mr, Au- 
ditor: But pray, added he, who were 
thoſe one or other, that tore you to 
Pieces, for one I hing or other? O! 
ſeveral, ſeveral ſpightful Perſons, an- 
ſwered ſhe. 

Sir, faid Mr. Auditor, my Informa- 
tion imports, that this very good Wi- 
dow Woman, from the Time of her 
laſt Husband's Death, kept a Bawdy- 
Houſe, which, for want of a timely Sup- 
preſſion, grew ſo notorious at length, 
that great Miſchiefs having been there 
commuted, the Officers of the Pariſh 
where ſhe lives proſecuted her for the 
Fact to the Pillory ; and thoſe Lodgers 
ſhe ſpeaks of were only a Collection of 
Whores, to draw Company to her Houle. 


I am 
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I am ſorry for you, Miſtreſs, ſaid Sir 
Toſeph mend your Manners, and re- 
pent of your Wickednefles ; and though 
you can never intitle yourſelf under the 
Rules of my Donation, Providence may 
ſtill act mercifully to you, — Strike her 
out, Mr. Roſcband. 

Abigail Hellfiend, ſaid Mr. Auditor. 
When the Words were ſcarce out of his 
Mouth, but forward ſtalked a tall, 
meagre-looking Woman, whoſe half- 
ſtarved Countenance excited Sir Jeſeph's 
Compaſſion ſo, that he even hoped ſhe 
might pave her Way, without Rubs, to 
his Donation, as the moſt miſerable of 
Objects that he had a long while ſeen ; 
but having had ſuch bad Succeſs hither- 
to, with thoſe who had gone before, in 
order, if poſſible, to ſhorten the Buſineſs 
of the Day, he made a ſhort Speech to 
his Audience, importing, that as from 
the preceding Examinations and Evi- 
dence, they might be Judges of the 
Qualifications — for intitling them 
to the Charity propoſed; ſo, if any of 
them were ſenſible of ſuch Defects, as 
could not gain Admittance under his 
Rules, he would adviſe them not to 
ſtand the Rebuff of a Rejection, but to 


with- 
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withdraw before any further Expoſure 
of themſelves in ſo public a Manner ; 
but as for fuch of them, whoſe paſt Be- 
haviour, in the Eye of their own Con- 
ſciences, would ſtand the Teſt of an 
Examination, he told them, that they 
ſhould all in their Courſe be fairly heard. 
Then turning his Eye to Mrs. Hell- 
fend; Now, Miſtreſs, ſaid he, let me 
hear how you anſwer to my Queries ? 
He then put them, and they paſſed 
under her Anſwers, till ſhe had declared 
herſelf a Mantua maker at C——4, of 
a very pretty Buſineſs, with one Daugh- 
ter, who both ſupported themſelves tor 
Years by their Calling ; till her Daugh- 
ter having left her, her Buſineſs de- 
clined ſo faſt, as ſoon to reduce her to 
extreme Poverty; inſomuch, ſhe ſaid, 
that ſhe had frequently lived for a whole 
Week upon only Bread and Water : Then 
burſting into Tears, ſhe added, as ſhe 
had done for the ſeveral Days laſt paſt. 
Sir Joſepbh pitied her heartily, and had 
once Thoughts of deferring her further 
Reſponſes till he had ſent her into the 
Houſe, that ſhe might there have filled 
her Belly; being ſo ſtruck with her Con- 
dition, that he could ſcarce ſupport mw 
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ſelf under a Senſe of her Hardſhips ; 
but as it could not laſt very long, he 
fully purpoſed to have ſatisfied her Ap- 
petite the very Moment that he ſhould 
have finiſhed with her ; ſo that telling 
her, as ſhe ſeemed under ſo good an 
Appearance of Cloathing, he was ſur- 
prized to hear, of her being ſo bare of 
other Neceſſaries; ſhe replied, that hav- 
ing been bred a Gentlewoman, but ob- 
liged, upon the Deceaſe of her Hul- 
band, to take up the Occupation ſhe had 
mentioned, ſhe had been the better able 
to keep herſelf tight in Apparel, let her 
other Neceſſities prove what they would; 
for that theſe were to herſelf, but that 
only would have expoſed her to the 
whole World, had ſhe been negligent 
mit. 

Sir Joſeph had ſcarce Patience to hear 
her out, before he ordered the Parſon to 
prick her down, that he might ſend her 
into his Houſe to be refreſhed there : 
But Mr. Auditor asking her if ſhe had 
any thing more to ſay, and ſhe, with a 
modeſt Curteſy, anſwering No; then, 
added he, I have ſuch a Tale to relatc 
of this Woman, as I even tremble at 
the bare Reflection of. 


Woman! 
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Woman! ſaid he, you had a Daugh- 
ter, ſuch a one, I ain aſſured, as wWus 
ſcarce matchable in the Britih Domi- 
nions, for every becoming Grace both of 
Perſon and Mind, that could render a 
young Woman amiable. This young 
Woman, O unhappy Fate! was beloved 
by a Man of Fortune, whoſe Pride was 
too great fur condeſcending to the 
Daughter of a Vaitua-makcr, He ap- 
= to her in a criniinal Way, but her 

irtue was Proof agamſt all his Attacks. 
What could he do? To marry her was 
beneath his Dignity ; to debauch her be- 
yond his Abilities z arid to forget her, be- 
yond his Power. He marries another equal 
to his own Rank, in Hopes, by that 
Means, of forgetting, your Daughter; but 
in vain! he ſtil] luſts after her, neglecting 
his own Wife. Your Daughter knew 
not of his Marriage. le applics to you 
in his Frenzy to ſtand his Friend, and 
offers you a Hundred Guineas in Hand, 
for procuring him your Daughter's Con- 
ſent to become bis Miſtr fs; nay, for 
a ſingle Night's Lodgug with her, 
little diſputing then but to appropriate 
her to himſelt in future. 


Vor II. M You, 
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You, added he, dreading the Severity 
of your Daughter's Chaltity, as you 
then told him, dared not to offer her 
the Propoſal : But O] Thought diaboli- 
cal ! perſuaded him to appear now as a 
Lover, and to offer her Wedlock ; 
when, if he would leave the reſt to you, 
Succeſs, you ſaid, ſhould crown his 
Hopes in a few Days. You ordered 
him to be with your Daughter nightly, 
clpecially if likely to rain, or be tem- 
peſtuous, the Seaſon then favouring your 
Hopes for ſuch Weather, and you would 
tell him how to behave, as Occaſion 
ſhould offer. 

Few Nights had paſſed, before the 
curſed one arrived, beſt ſuiting to your 
helliſh Purpoſes; for both Rain and 
Wind conſpired ſo as to render the 
whole Hemiſphere one Scene of Con- 
fuſion and Horror. 

Sending your Daughter then out of 
the Room on ſome pretended Meſſage; 
Now, now's your Time, ſaid you; tell 
her you can no ways get home to Night ; 
ſwear and ſwear again you will marry 
her to-morrow, and being already Man 
and Wife under Promiſe and Affection, 
propoſe tarrying with her all Night, and 


going 
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going directly to Church with her in the 
Morning. 

| know, ſaid you, that her Virtue 
will pt her to withſtand you; 
and then muſt it be my Part to ſoften 
the Rigour of her Chaſtity, and never 
fear but I bring her to Compliance. 

O! helliſh Counſel ! he embraces it, 
acts over the very Farce by you pro- 
jected; and, as you told him, ſwore, 
and ſwore Hundreds of Times in vain, 
till you going, as caſually, into the 
Room, and ſeeing your Daughter in 
Tears, under pretended Concern for 
her, withdrew her thence, and with in- 
fernal Doctrine ſo deluded her Senſes, as 
that the next Word after her Return to 
him proved a downright Compliance to 
his Wiſh. 

No Time muſt now be loſt, for fear 
of a Relapſe: They hurry up to Bed, 
whilſt you, their Pandour, commit them 
to the adulterous Sheets, From hence 

Daughter's Virtue, Repuration, 
and all the Hope and Proſpect of well- 
being here is gone; and in its Room, 
Remorſe, Shame, Horror, Deſperation, 
abandoned Principles, and conſtant Per- 

M 2 turbation 
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turbation here, with endleſs Miſeries in 
the Reverſion ; and all theſe only for a 
paltry Hundred Pounds. Jmpotent 
Sum! to cleanſe the Mind from Guilt, 
and waſh the Stain from the polluted 
Conſcience |! 
. Your Daughter riſes, durſt I name 
the Thing, from Virtuc's 'ath cor— 
rupted, by the ſordid and deoteſtable 
Perſuaſions, a Proftitute, a Whore, a 
wr deſerted and abandoned Wretch, 
almoſt too deſpicable for any Name de- 
ſcriptive of a human Being. 

But what, added he, muſt we ſay of 
the Adulterer? His Purpoſe ſerved, 
no more the ſparkling Eye, no more 
the ruby Lip, the dimpled Checks, or 
ſnowy Buſum ſhall attract his Care. He 
Juſt lalutcs, and feigns Buſineſs for a 
while, before the uniting Ceremony 3 
whilſt ſhe urges and clings ſo round his 
Neck, as never to be disjuined, nor loſe 
him from her Sight, till ſacred Kites 
have made it criminal io part again; 
but he at length prevails but for a Mo- 
ment's Ablence, as he ſwears, to buy a 
Ring, and then return for ever. 

tier Heart, all Racks and Tortures, 
waits his coming, and may do ſo, for 

aught 
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aught he cares, till Doomſday ; for 
now ſhe ſees no more of him: He 
lets the Po ſon work a while, till thro? 
Deſpair the Patient ð prepared for any 
Remedy; and then he ſends her a 
Preſcription, couched in the following 
Words, 


A—B—L G- N-, Efq, to Miſs 


HEELLF1tND. 


© Madam, 


I Have been thinking, fince I left 
1 you, that as Matrimony may be 
* inconvenient to us both, if you pleaſe 
to retire to a very gentec] Lodging I 
* have provided for you, at Mrs. 
upon B——y Common Side, you ſhall 
© there meet him, who no leſs than ever 


admires you. This he will be proud 
to teſtify to you, by the generous 
Propoſals he has to make you, in the 
Name and Perſon of, 
* Your avowed Admirer, 
© And Servant, 
© A. G- -R. 


M 3 This 
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This Woman, added he, ſtood weep- 
ing over her beautiful Daughter, whilſt 
ſhe read the Letter ; but whence ſhe 
forced the Tears were difficult to ſay; 
for, from her Heart they flowed not, tor 
that was ſtill employed on Stratagem ; 
for taking the ſweet Girl juſt in the 
melting Moment, whilſt wild with Re- 
collection of her paſt Proceedings, and 
Surprize of the preſent ; My Dear, ſaid 
you, in every croſs Occurrent our Buſi- 
neſs ie, to weigh the Whole of Things 
with Impartiality, and cleaving to t 
weighticſt Scale, never to from it. 
You find yourſelf not ſo abſolutely 
abandoned as you ſuſpected. It's true, 
you may not be Mr. G—-n#—r's Wife, 
though even that is not ſo to be de- 
ſpaired of, but that proper Management 
on your Side may {till it; but 
let the worſt fall out, you'll have a 
Maintenance. Make him ſettle ſome- 
what certain upon you, and then with 
that, whatever happens to him, you 
need not fear to marry well, with the 
Proviſion he makes you by way of Set- 
tlement for your Life. 

Dry up, my Dear, thy Tears then, 
ſaid you, added he; Matters can be no 

worſe, 
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worſe, but may be better: Act as he 
defires you ; and that he may know you 
wall do fo, ſend it him under your own 
Hand, by the Bearer of his to you. 

From the Flattery of this Expedient, 
nor the leaſt Glimmer of Hope from 
other Means preſenting, your Daughter 
wrote the following Lines to her De- 
ctiver; for this whole Hiſtory my Au- 
thor had penned down from Facts, as 
you may ſce from my Production of 
theſe to you. 


Miſs HeLrtritend, fo A—B——L 
G——n——, E/. 


ppy Wretch that I am (after 
yielding ſo far to your Deſires) 
© at your Profeſſion of Marriage's In- 
* convenience : What can your deluded 
« Miſtreſs ſay more to you, than that 
© you having ſubdued her! I am now 
« ſubje to the Will of the Conqueror; 
to go, to come, to appear where, when, 
and as he pleaſes. If after what has 
« paſſed, you can give yourſelf the 
Trouble of meeting me, you will, at 
* your appointed Place, find 
* Your undone J. . 
M 4 This 


« 
4 
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This Letter, added he, you read, 
and ſeemingly approved, but ſent it not, 
yuu having Nall another Fetch in your 
Head, to make a further Merchandize 
of your own Child by. No, you re- 
turned only a verbal Anſwer by the 
Servant, that the Perſon he wrote to 
would meet him at the appointed 
Flace. 

Well! your Daughter, added he, 
imagining no ks than that her Letter 
had been diſpatched as duccted, was 
about to have dre ſſted hericlf, to have 
anſwered her Piofcſſion in it 3 but by 
no Nicans, you told her, would it be 
ad vic able for her to go, till you had 
Erit paved the Way by your Re- 


reaches. to the procuring her a good 
Sertlement : But was your Purpoſe tor 
tirs ? No, notiung kfs. You met him, 
not to ſerve your Daughter, but your-- 
cf; and pretending the Indignation 
with which your Daughter received his- 
L:e Treatment of her, you ſaid, that 
you be'irved it would be next to im- 
peſtle to prevail with her ever to ac- 
CEPT tas Oficr. 

'Dezr, good Woman! returned the 
fond Man, ſince you have ſo far ſerved 


me 
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me alrtady, continue your Kindneſs to 
me or I periſh. You know it is beyond 
my Powcr to make a valid Match with 
your Daughtcr now; ſerve me then 
wherein you can, and bring us but to- 
gether, I will double what I before pre- 
{cated you with. 

Are we to conceive, added he, that 
you who met him purpoſely with this 
View, complicd io reluctantly as you 
pretended to? No, baſe Woman ! you 
gloricd orily in your Daughter's Shame, 
received the Preſent, brought her after 
you to him, like a Vichm to the 
Slaughter, and left her there; nor ever 
once propuled a Penny Maintenance for 
her. 

Mr. G—n—7's Wife, added he, ſuon 
hearing of tlus Corretpondence of her 
Husband*'s, took it fo to Heart, that 
ſhe ſicken'd and died in a IA clvc- 
month; from which Tune your Daugh- 
ter growing hateful to him, he ktr 
her wholly unprovided for; though dy 
the happicſt 1 urn of Fortune, in ſome 
of their merricſt Moments, he had 
firſt diſtovered to her your whole Fro- 
ceedings to her Dichonour. 

Tis 
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This Report moſt naturally filled her 
with ſuch Hatred to your Perſon, that 
rather than return to you when he 
abandoned her, ſhe became a common 
Proftitute, and ended her Life as moſt of 
the Siſterhood do, devoured by I overty 
and Diſtempers. 

O Woman! added he, how durſt 
you ſhew your Face amongſt Candi- 
dates for a Charity, confined to the de- 
ſerving only? Return, repent, if poſ- 
ſible a Crime like this Ne KARE 
if not, reflect with trembling on your 
Caſe, and no Hope left, you muſt de- 
ſpair. 

All the Audience had been eying the 
Woman for the whole Time ot Mr. 
Auditor's Narrative; but at the laſt 
Sentence, obſerving her Countenance to 

to a deadly Hue, and her Knees 
knock together, ſhe dropt with theſe 
Words from her Mouth, Indeed! I 
do. 

The Confuſion was fo violent upon 
this ſudden Cataſtrophe, that one inter- 
rupted another, whilſt every one would 
have raiſed the poor Woman ; but their 
Charity towards her was wholly . 

or 
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* bein a Thing impoſſible, in the 
midſt of the Hu 1 E= was then 
in, to proceed farther wit with the Buſineſs 
they had been upon, they adjourned till 
the Afternoon ; the Company who had 


not been examined, being all ordered to 
dine with the Servants. 


CH A Þ XVII. 


No Woman fit to be elected. Conference 
on Mrs. Hellfiend*s Death. Wealth 
ill-gotten no Benefit. The Charity proſ- 


pers. Income appointed. Joe's Iſſue 
and Death. 


H E ſudden Death I have men- 

tioned in the laſt Chapter, occa- 
ſioning ſuch a Combuſtion in Sir Jaſepbh's 
Family; and the Ladies being fo preſſing 
for Mr. Decimal's Account of Mrs. Tiell- 
fiend's Behaviour to her Daughter, in as 
near the ſame Words as flible, wherein 
he had expreſſed himſelf in the public 
Hall, prevented Sir Jeſepb's ſitting again 
in the Afternoon upon the ſame Subject, 


lo ſoon as he had deſigned ; fo that 
now 
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now he intended only to go and ad- 
Journ the Inquiry to the next, or ſome 
other Day; hen calling to know whe- 
ther the Servants had dined, and hear- 
ing that their Dinner had been over near 
an Hour, he then took his Aſſiſtants 
with him, and went to the common 
Hall. 

Having ſeated themſclves and no Wo- 
man appearing, Sir Joſeph ſent to the 
Houſe tor them ; but Anſwer was re- 
turned, that they all went away, ſo ſoon 
as Dinner was over: So that being now 
fully convinced, that they were neither 
able to ſtand to their Characters, or will- 
ing to expoſe them, Sir Joſepb and his 
Aſſiſtants returned agam to the Ladies. 

tier Ladyſhip, ſurprized at ſeeing him 
ſo ſoon, asked what he could mean by 
that ſudden Return? Only to ſatisfy 
your Ladyſhip, ſaid he, that ten Men 
in a Hundred I have found good for 
ſoinething ; but that one Woman, in 
my whole Bunch, I have not found, 
the whole Cloud of them being diſſi- 
pated in Air, nor is one of them remain- 
ing to try her future Fortune with me. 

Her Ladyſhip and Miſs Bet/y having 
heard Mr. Decimal's Story, asked how 

1 
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it was poſſible for him to obtain ſo mi- 
nute an Account of a 'Iraulaftion that 
had been done ſo many Years before? 
He replied, that the poor Girl herſelf, 
that had been ſo abuſed, had wrote the 
Hiſtory of the whole Affair, and com- 
mitted it to a Friend of hers, from 
whom the Clergyman he had wrote to for 
the Mother's Character procured it; and 
that he had made a little Extract of it, 
for the Aſſiſtance of his \'emory. 

He then, at their Requeſt, related to 
them the Condition that the Mother 
died in; after which, they went upon 
their Remarks, which they had formed 
in their own Minds upon the Story; 
nor could Miſs Betfy well make it our, 
why the old Woman could manage as 
well with two hundred Pounds in her 
Pocket, more than ſhe had before, as 
ever ſhe had done wit out it Madam, 
ſaid Mr. Roſeband, who was ſitting, by, 
we have a general Notion. ain! it sel- 
dom has been known to tail, that 
Wealth ill-gotten breeds a Cankcr- 
worm, which having once got footing in 
our Subſtance, is ſcarce ever nightly ex- 
pelled, till it has conſumed the whole 

Stock. 


I have 
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I have no Doubt with me, but a 
Woman of this Principle would by 
ſome Means or other come to Deſtruc- 
tion, as well as the innocent Girl ſhe 
betrayed ; and it ſeems the Method ſhe 
attained it by, that this Act ſhould be 
buzzed amongſt her Cuſtomers ; from 
whence, a Decay of her Buſineſs would 
be natural, and to how much greater 
Exceſs this happened, ſo much the ſooner 
would ſhe be quite deſtitute of Sub- 
ſiſtance from thence ; and we may all be 
ſenſible how ſhort a Continuance her 
two hundred Pounds would be of, when 
it came to be her ſole Support. 

So that though People may think 
themſelves ever ſo ſecure in ill-gotten 
Wealth, yet as a Curſe, rather than a 
Bleſſing, ever attends it, there can be no 
Hope of Enjoyment with it ; either Death 
or Diſeaſe takes the Party from the 
Uſe of it, or ſome Means or other 
withdraws it from the Parties: For it is 
incompatible with the Methods of Pro- 
vidence, that it ſhould ever prove really 
beneficial to the wrong Doer in the long 
run. 

It was full two Years before Sir Jo- 
ſeph could make the leaſt Shew with his 

Lodges 3 
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Lodges; nothing being more difficult, 
than to ſuit himſelf with deſerving Peo- 

le; but now he had filled them, and 

is Project ſeemed to anſwer exceeding- 
ly. Nay, fo felicitous an Aſylum was 
it, for thoſe who had lain for many 
Years under Misfortunes, that ſeveral 
of them even grew rich there, and after 
a few Years, left fifty or more Pounds 
amongſt their Relations : So that it 
proved one of the moſt uſeful Charities 
of its extent that we had. 

This being intirely ſettled, ſo that 
now the whole Management was de- 
volved on the Auditor and his Wife ; 
Sir Joſeph, whoſe Head had never reſted 
from its Labours to the Good of the 
Species, began to reſolve, that as he 
was now growing into Years, and as 
his Succeſſor might probably be lefs 
anxious for the Intereſt of the Poor, 
than himſelf, and might retract the Do- 
nations and Stipends he had given, and 
allowed, he would ſettle To much to 
be paid yearly to the Poor in his Uncle's 
Pariſh, as the higheſt of Hull's Charges 
for any one Year had amounted to, 
that they might not in future Times 
want. Then he reſolved upon 2 

18 
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his whole Eſtate with Payment of a 
certain yearly Income for his Lodges 
and Repairs, Parſon, and other Out- 
goings ; alſo an annual Sum for Out- 
Penſioners and the caſual Poor of his 
own Pariſh ; and theſe were to be paid 
to and disburſed jointly by his Auditor 
and Chaplain; and all this he com- 
pleated. 

He lived alſo to furniſh the ſeveral 
Livings in his Gift with worthy Preach- 
ers; his domeſtic Chaplain, to whom he 
gave two hundred a Year, ſince the 
Erection of his Lodges, always having 
the firſt Proftcr of whatever fell vacant, 
preferably to any other Perſon. 

His Lady for the firſt Child brought 
him a Son, whom he named Roper, 
and afterwards two Daughters, both of 
whom he lived to ſee married, the 
Elder to the Honourable Mr. A m, 
and the other to a Baronet in the a ijoin- 
ing County. 

Sir Jiſepb left his three Children be- 
hind him, together with a ſorrowful 
Wife, with whom he had lived many 
Years in the ſupremeſt Felicity, 


